
own experience also shows that the importance of active civil society in foreign policydevelopment is growing world-wide. This trend is evidenced, for exaxnple, by the Centre'sdiscussions with representatives of the Mexican Ministiy of Foreign Affairs (Unidad deCoordinacion y Enlance). Lncreasingly, NGO representatives participate in processes that haveforeign policy implications. For instance, some NGOs were invited to participate ini the SpousalSummit meeting.

Robeirt Flnbow of Dalhousie University then proceeded to introduce the subject andoutline the day's discussion. He argued that despite the general euphoria that democracy hastriumphed in Latin Anierica there-stili exist some serious-challenges. He referred to a mapgenerated b>' CNN which classified countries as democratic (blue) and undeniocratic (yellow).The map showed oni>' two countries, Cuba and Peru, as the yellow exceptions in the sea of blue.According to Finbow, this classification is overly simplistic. It is necessary to critically evaluatethe various models of democracy (L.e., procedural formn, high/low degree of dispersai, etc.) inorder to get a clear picture of the level of democratisation in Latin Ainerica. The problem ofbackslidmng form demnocratic achievements bas also become a problem. Pertinent questionsshould include: does econoniic liberalisation weaken public participation and how? Shouldtheorists begin to focus on consolidation of democracy issues rather than transition stage issues?How is social order, democracy and prosperity related? What could be sorne of the alternativemodels of democracy, besides presidential, in Latin America?

2. Defining Democracy

The discussion started with attempts to define democracy. Some argued that one of theelements of a democracy is a clear separation of powers, some theorv of narticinntinn 5&niic-


