
the UN, and particularly the Security Coun(;ii . Any efforts at UN reformn must be accompanied
by sufficient levels of political will, and physical and fmnancial resources, if they are to be
effective. Japan, like Canada, has always been committed to ensuring that the UN is provided
wîth the necessary resources to carry out its furictions - too many others have flot. Too often
national or regional interests, as well as bureaucratie inertia, get in the way of the UN fulfilling
its Charter-mandated obligations. The recent crisis in Sierra Leone is a perfect example of both.2

Apart from being able to contribute what is needed in a crisis, the UN should have the
capacity to deploy rapidly. Otherwise, the international community will have to depend on the
willingness of individual states or regional alliances to carry out the work of maintaining
international peace and secunity. Without the rapid deployment by Britain of some 800
paratroopers, events in Sierra Leone in ail likelihood would not have been stabilized as quickly


