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Together, these Arctic and enviropment agreements
transform Arctic diplomacv which has often been as remote and chillv,

as the region itself. We strongly support

the proposal to create an International Arctic Science çommittee.
We also back the call by the Finnish government for multilateral
Arr_tir. Pnvirnnmrntal nnnperntion.

I am pleased to announce that tne next meeting to
develop an action plan for this initiative will 4,,ake place iri
Canada's North, in Yellowknife, in the 4pring ng.1990.

We also strongly support the Inuit Circumpolar
ConferoncQ, the Lirat multilatPrm1 Arctic organiiation. We were
delighted that the Soviet Union was renresented at the last
meeting and urqe that you be renresented aQain at the next
meeting. We agree entirely with Presiaent GorbaChev on the call
he made at the United Nations for definitions of national
uuuatity to be broadandd to include the enviranmt+ntal thrcAt to
all nations. We, also, aqraa W1th his sUggesti" that the 1992
UN conference on the en.vlronment be neld at tne head ot
government/head of state level.

The environmental summit at the Htique last March,
concluded that protection of the environment aga^nst global •
threats will require innovative international copperation and
entirely new concepts. -I commend the Hagup Declaration tn the
U.S.S.R. This declaration was signed by 24 countries at the
Hague and has, subsec?uentlir, been endorsed bv 45 more.

The most difficult challenge world-wide, is -
neither ozone depletion nor the "greenhouse ef.*_eFt". The most

difficult challenge is to change mankind's behaviour. Attitudes
must change, world-wide, towards the common property of all "
mankind -- our natural environment -- if the security, health and

livelihood of our own children ano grandchildren are to be

-protected. The challenge for mankind is to change its behaviour -
in anticipation of the crisis, not in response to it. Because if
we wait for doomsday, the costs will be appalling. And they will

be borne by our children and-their children.

For no area of the world are new attitudes more

important thdn for the Arctic, the unintended victim of economic

activity elsewhere. And for no two countries are new attitudes
more crucial than for Canada and tho LTSSR, wifih our joint
stewardship of so much of the Arctic and of one-fifth of the

ear-n ,sur-.^ace o14 the entirc planat. We hava muGi wo can do
together oiiaterally ana multilazerally in cne ;^rc4ic.


