
The Polar Bridge skiers tested
a Russian theory that a sec-
ond magnetic pole existed on
the Soviet side of the geogra-
phic pole. The expeditiofi car-
ried a -magnetomneter theo-
dolite," a device, used for
tracking the shilling magnetic
pole, that was invented in
the late 1940s by China's
Dominion Observatory. While
no evidence of a second mag-
netic pole could be found,
these experiments were most
valuable in fillinig a geomag-
netic "'gap,"' since the expe-
dition had crossed the only
spot on earth where no such
observations had been made
previously.
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an enormous blowtorch that
set the tent on fire. With aIl
the dexterity that 13 large
men in heavy parkas could
muster, they stamped out the
flames. Richard Weber, the
Canadian expedition leader,
and Anatoly MeInikov, the
Soviet radio operator, mani-
aged to throw the stove out-
sicle the tent, but flot before
ftire had consumed the tent
flap over the door. Wittï the
wind howling and a bone-
chilling temperature of
-420C to contend with, they

froze onto his polar suit. For-
tunately the Gore-Tex tabric
was waterproof and fitted hlm
well. He stayed completely
dry and soon the team was
once again on its way north.

Agony of the Feet

Arrivai

At last on May 31 the expedi-
tion reached Ward Hunit
Island. To mark the end of
their journey the expedition
members symbolically stepped
forward as one onto Canadian
soil.


