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Approval of Uniform Municipal Accounting,
THE ONTARIO RAILWAY & MUNICIPAL BOARD a uniform system of aecouhting with regard to public

Toronto, January 7th, 1909. litilities operated bymunieipalities.

W. I). Lighthall, Fsq-, K. C., you will oee from the foregoing that the projeý-,t whieh

Hon. Sec.-Treas., You have in view must commend itseld hurtily to the

Union of Ganadjejn Muni,ýipa1itîM. support of this Board, as the general adoption by all

Dear Sir,- municipalities of a uniform advanced system of, muni-
ciýpal mSunting would be a very -maýerial assieltance to

I have the honour to acknowle-dge receipt of the copy this Board, in enabling it to collect data which it is
of a cireular issued by the Union of Ganadian Muni- essential that it should have, to report intelligently
fipalities announeing that the Union îs engaged ýhrough to the legislature upon the operation of publie utilàties.
its exeeutive in the work of preparing a gystem of uüi- The Board takes the liberty of making the suggestion.
forui accounîîting, applicable to all MunýiciPalýitiOs in that in considering i3ystemis for municipal accounting,
Canada. that you should at the same, tîme contemplaite m-aking

The importance of a uniform. system of municipal ac- provisions for a uniforim system of aowurting in roýgard
counting in the Province of Ontario hais coule home to to publie utilities as well, ahd make proviisions also, fer
this Board in the discharge of the duties aasigned to it a comprellensivesystem ýf record keepingoutside of ac-
under the Ontario Railway and Municipal Board A£t cotmting. There.are varlous data which ahouldbe care-
of 1906. Under that Actthe Boardis chargodwith, the fully recorded if progrem W to be made in municipal
duty of superintending the syoteln of book-keeping and
keeping accouats of the ùaaets, liabilities, revenue and The greait adlrantage whioâ would accrue to each À
empenditure of âll public utilities that are operated by municipality in hacving aecess to, the iannual reports and
Municipal corporationo. The Boardépent much tim, in statisties of other mutkipalities, 8o that the experience
preparing -q,'ndonn "forui8 of reports of the operation 01 of each municipality would be aývai1ab1e to the others in
Gas Plants, Ulephone Plants, Electrie Light and Powex dealingwith p obleme W ic a ise iule to ti
Plantsand Waterworks Plant8 and Elentrie Railways. a proposition 80 BeU-evident as to, call fer no argument

Thew report forme werp, sent to the varlous munl- You will see from the foregoing that the Board hàg
cipalibies operatimg public utiltties, Who '»re soked t'o been directing its efforts in a restricted sense to the
suppl'y Ille information -mluired in sucli reports. The o as that uPon which the Union of Canadian
BSrd found ent owý to defeetive, records, and the M ' 'ci ies have been «Dgaged, thu8 you can rely not
eleinentary systems of aSounting in operation, raany 71y on approvalof th13 Boacd but on its cordial co-
municipafitiei oauieêsed their liabiliity tý -furnish much operatien. If you eau suSeed in bringing àbýut the
material information requiredhy the Board, w1lile some ýdoption of a uniform system of acconniting in the Prov-
mumcipalâies failed to: answer any substantial patt of illeffl of Cýamdai 1011«nj7lga etn&id dými18r -to thât of
the questiong a&ed in the reports. the United States, the Board is satisfied Jhat it will

Tomeet the difficulty thu-s preeented, ýbhe Board made rýsuk on throw.in-g much liit on the municipal' ad-application to Ule laat ý kgialature, for authorky to in- mini" tiýdn and will make for growth and progrem in
stail a unijorm sy-atem"of ùcSunting in the mutick)al- the administration of publie id"
i" of Ontario, so Lthst they might be in a poeition to I have the honor to be,proviae the ùdS=ý,ïou which they were requirea to
lu=isb, Thst alùholity lm not yet been given to the obeaient efflant,
Board The Board is nowprepa ' report for 190S
éni &gain mk the logisiture tm mathority to
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