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THE FORUM-Clontinued>.

majority has the right to control this control under the
Dayton system Is absolute and exclusive. The majority
determines the pollcy of the government and also excludes
a 1làrge minority from representation. As criticism cannot
be voiced in the counicil by representatives of the minorîty,
irregular and underisable methods of-expression are used-
criticisms often uninformed and unjust.

And it ls lasked-What le to be expected but the division
of the community into hostile camps If a bare majority of
the votera can get ail the representation In the only de-
liberative body in the city, the body whlch levies and spends
the taxes of ail? The election. of such a body doe flot
caîl for any division at aIl, either at large or by districts,
but merely for condensation, the bolling down of the many
voters Into the true spokesmen of the several elements or
opinions among them.

The Need For Proportional Representation.
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia

returned only one or two opposition candidates at the last
general election, although 150,000 electors voted for the
Opposition. These voters are unrepresented. In Quebec,
only three Unlonlsts were elected, although 76,000 voted
Unionist. The government has two seats in Prince Bd-
ward Island, although the Unionist vote wash 12,297 and
the Opposition 12,515.

With proportional representation the parties would be
represented in proportion to their real strength.

Disqualifying the Workers.
One of the most objectionable laws passed b3e the Que-

bec Legisiature last session increased the deposit to be
made bY Montreal aldermanic candidates from $200 to $500.
1I)ce b)il was introduced by a country member. No douhi
at the next provincial election, candidates for the legisla-
tive assemnbly will be asked to declare their position on this
(iuestion.

The idlea underlying this law is much the same as the
divine right of kings, and tends to put the rlghts of pro-
peity above moral worth. There are many worth-y, indus-
ti loue citizens who do not acquire much, if any property,
W hile others take ail they can get from their community
without glvlng much if any real public service. The "ew
law ie flot democratlc and shouid be cbanged,

The Open Forum and Direct Legialationi.
Under direct legislatien an appeal may be taken from theý

action or non-action of represexitatives to the votere. It
gives direct self -government. Without direct legielation
people must live under such laws as their representatives
choose te pasS and sueh laws only. This subjection to the
will of representatives exl5ts in ahl of our provinces and
ai of our towns and cities except St. John, N.B., Leth-
bridge (Alta), . . . Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Ah-
berta electors bave voted in fa.vor of direct leglalation, but
the representatives have se far failed to carry the elector'e
wishes into effect. How easy it le for represextatlves to
block~ the golng into force of a law to them undesirable,
Uritil there le political machinery enabling voters to pass
or reject laws of their chooslng there le no real govern-
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