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,and several subordinate ones, ail iîpon the saine model, with-
out destroying the autononiy of the provinces, or breakiiig
'the continîîity of the prescriptive provinces, ini a. certain sense,
the powers of the federal parliament were derivcd from the

provincis, sulject, of course, to the wlîole hein- a colonial
depeadoncy of thie Britishi Crown. Tho provinces of Qaebec
and Ontario are by the sixth section of the act, declared to bc

the saine that fornwerly comprised Upper and Lower Canada.
This recognizes their previous existence prior to the union act
of 1840. AUl throughi the act, these provinces are recogniized as
having previons existence and a constntionai history tiponi
which thie new fabric is based. Their laws remnain unichangod,
and the constitntion is preserved. Tuec offices are Lhe saine in

Darne and dntieq, except as to the office of liet enan t-governor,
Nvil ( is piacc(-i in the saine rolation to thQ province of Qitebac,

asut wvhich the governo r-general sustaîned to the late pro-

vince or Canada. 1 think lt would be a great inistake to ignore

the past governnîeîîiLt powers conferred upon. and exercised ini

the province iiow calied Quebec, in deterniining the nature

and privileges of' the legislative assenibly of this province. The

remark is as conrimon as iL is erroneotîs, that. the legisiattires
of the provinces aro more large muni cipal corporations. IL is
trule thiat every goveranont is a corporation ; but every mitai-
Cipal corporation is not a govorinnt. Consider the powers,
giveit exellîsive!y to provincial legisltaures. Trlîey have sole

jurisccioîî ovur edîîcatioil, property auJl civil rights, thec ad-

Iflilistration of justice and mnuicipal institutions in the pro-
yiflce, subjects wlîich affrct vitally the wolfare of society.
Thie very court wvhich enables us ho deterinine theý matter now
limier consideration tîolds its existence by the will of the pro,

Vincial legislatnre. No such powers were ever conferred upon
Moreî' inunicipalities in their ordinary sonse. They are subjects

Whiech iii all nations are enltrnsted to the highest legisiative

POwer. If these legistative powers confided to provincial logis-
latui'es are not to bû exercised in ail their amplitude with blie

i1lCideuts atLtlîîng,, to thern, they eau be exercised by no,

Other sovereigui powver, while our present constitution exists.>

LA TjiniMîs, Juiin 1881. Io


