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facts, accompanied by a few cautious conjectures. That the
alleged Ilcoal " is sufficiently carbonacaous to b-. used as fael
.seems beyond <Ioubt, tbough the conditions under whicb it
occurs point to an origin quite different frorn that of ordinary
anthracite. No experiment bas been made on any large
scale to ascertain whether it can be used econoinically for
either smelting or the production of steamn power. Only by
actual exploration can it be determined wbether the extent
of the deposit is sufficiently great to warrant a heavy outlay
of capital in exploiting it. The vein in sigbt Ildips " so

rapidly that tbough it is visible at a considerable beigbt on
the side of a steep hi!!, it disappears below under a thick
bed of boulder dlay. An effort should, probably will, be
made to ascertain its extent by boring at some distance
b3,low the point of disappearance. It may be adde:d tbat al
the experts who bave made tests or observations are agreed
in the opinion that the deposit is bituminous, and that if it
is of great ex tent, it will prove to be of great economnic value.

Tbe lengtb of time required for the Torrens
T'ie Torrens

Syatem. system of land transfer to make its way on
this continent is very surprising to those

'vho bave studied it, sufficiently to know its merits. Its pro-

gresis bias been comparatively slow iii the Province of On-
tarie, where it bas heen established as an optional system for
many years, and it has just received a set back in the State
of Illinois, where a Torrens statute bas baen declared by
the State Stipreme Court to be. unconstitutional. There is
a prevailing impression that the slow spread of the systeni is
due in part to the self-interest of those wbo miake a living to
some extent by titie searching, but it is probably due very
I argely al8o to the ignorance and apatby of the general pub-
lie. A man does not care about the titie to bis land until
lie is about to, convey it, and then be bas littie time or inclh-
nation to put it beyond question for the beneflt of future
owners. A stronger public opinion, ba4ed on a keener appre-
ciation of the evils of tbe present system and the effectiveness
,.f the proposed reiiîedy, is greatly neeied, but it seeins
difficult to secure the necessary enlighitenment.

No amnourit a)f experience seerni sufficient
Irish t9 convince the "4 force " party in Irish

Infirmera,

Nationalist movernents that tbe British
(kovernaient i4 able to outwit and defeat them by resorting
simply to police mnthods of espioriage. Wherever and when-
ever one Irish Ilpatriot" can be found ready to conspire
with other Ilpatriots " to blow up a British building witb
dynamite, or assassinate a British statesiman in cold hlood,
one of bis fellow conspirators can be found ready for a con-
sideration to give away the plot and tbe plotters. Want of
even the honour that is proverbial amena thieves is certainly
not a characteristic of Irishmen as sucb, but it does seem to
be a characteristic of the me)n who are lieartleis enougb to
plan wbolesale destruction of innocent persons for no other
apparent motive than a desire to exploit the sympathies of

their compatriots so as to secure an easy living. The Britisb

G-'overnment took a hand in the conspiracy worked up in New

York by Tynan, who bas been sent bick to America from

France, and Ivory, who is stili under trial in England. At

the preliminary investigation of the charge on which the

latter was arraigned the inevitable IIBritish spy " appeared.
Sent to America for the purpose, he wormed himself into the

Irish Nationalist organizations, bacam3 pD3sseîsed of their

secrets, fumnished the information which led to the arrest of

conspirators in Paris and Glasgow, and gave evidence wbicli

led to tbe commitment of Ivory. It is net an extravagant
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assumption that be ha-, enough of information in reserve to
make sure the conviction of the latt-,r and a life sentence for

conspiracy.____

Two more characteristic incidents, which

(Irabbing. have only recently corne to liht ilutr
adînirably the cbronic attitude of Great

Britain toward the acquisition of new territory. Early in

the late Chino-Japanese war the Chinese (iovernment, fear-

ing that the Island of Formosa mighit fali into the bands of
Japan, as it has sitice done, offered it to Britain, and it was

promptly refused by the British Goverrnnent. There is good
reason to believe that it would have been muchi better for

the Formosans to corne under British tban it lias actualy
been for thein. to corne under Japanese conitrol, but ail
that is now matter of lïistory. In connection with tbe saine

war two of the other great powers sounded the British (,ov-

ernment as to tbe desirability of dividing the Chinese Emn-
pire anmong the three of themn, and they met witb a prompt
and enipbatic refusa]. [t ig flot liard to guess what twO

powers they were, nor is it unreasonable to suppose that fier

Majesty Queen Victoria hiad something to do with the per-
emptory tone of the declinature, as she liad with the em-
pbatic refusai of Great Britairi to join France in tbe recog-
nition of the independence of the Soutbern Confederation at
a critical period of the American civil war.

Lord Salisbury, in bis4 Mansion flouse
Gireat B ri 1alin
and Russia. speech, is reported to have repudiated thle

idea that there was necessarily permanent

anltagonisi between Great Britain and Russia, and to have
cbaracterized it as "a superstition of antýiquated diplomacy."
This way of puttingy the matter is rather reassuring j ust now)
wbien a good understanding, with Russia seems to be the
only way of stopping the Armenian massacres. But wlhat

about the Buigarian massacres, wbich Russia interfered

tw.entv years ago to prevent or to punish, and about the
attitude of Lord Salisbury himself at tbat time toward

Russia ? lie and bis then party chief, Lord Beaconsfleld,
went to Berlin for the express purpose of thwarting the
humnane designs of the Emperor of Russia, the grandfather
of the present Czar. By a great sacrifice of nmen and moneY
the Russian Government bad freed the Slav provinces fromn
Turkish mile, and if tbe British Governiment had sbown any

disposition to, co-operate witb Russia it would bave been Put
forever out of the Sultan's power to play again the part of a
Ilgreat assassin." The Trcaty of Berlin is a standing monu-
ment to the discredit of Lord Salisboury, and tbe discredit is
greatly increased by tbe contemporary secret treaty with
Turkev in virtue of whicbi Cyprus3 was annexed to the British
Empire. ___

An English nobleman bas undertaken, il'-

AVQesctionof a public speech to explain away the Ger,,
Veralty. man Einperor's telegrarn to President

Kruger of the Transvaal, which was the occ asion of th'
British tIlying squadron " and might easiiy have Led tO a
war between the two countries. Hie says, on the EinperOr'
own authority, that the despatch, properly interpreted. ea 5

simply a refusai of President Kruger's previous request for
assistance. During the excitement caused by JameiOls

raid, the British agent at Pretoria cbarged Kruger With

sending such a request, and both the Pregident and the Gerl

man Foreign Minister denied that he had done se. Either
they lied then, or- the German Emperor is prevaricating

noix. The whole incident shows how eager the latter is t

cultivate the good wiIl of Great Britain, after b&ig'n


