
3rd, is8w.

41ihlie gave to the lady to eat. Then

departed iii great grief. The substance
thn dreain is emibodied ie the first sonnet)

1 bante remnarks that "the truc meaning of

drerni was flot then scen hy anyone, but
~Wit is plainî to the simplest.'

"h$ irst poern is of interest as being
PkQhab1y the first comîposition of this kind l>y

bante wlîich we stili possese. it stands first,

0111lY in the V. N., but in the complete collec-

Itf Dante's shorter poems, known as the
~50tee Translations of the V. N. or of

Pom aebeen made by Mr. (afterwards
Charles) Lycli, Rossetti, Sir Theodore

Dean Plumptre, and Mr. C. E. Nor-

An I of these have great merits. Lyeîl's
!%eliation is in the manner of Cary. Norton's
Ittflore after the fashion of Longfellow's, 01nly

h4 le preserves the rhymes, and lie has seine

% 1iirable essays. Plumptre also preserves the

"eand rhyming of the original, and bas
admirable notes. I the specimens bore

ahl these versions have heen used, and
the Sfino bas been to miake the rendering exact

44d rlaost verbal.
baRnte, one day, gazing at Beatrice, was

o ho b looking at a lady near lier, and,
erevent remiarks on the former, lie allowed

theerror to go uncorrected ; and when this

4ýWent away lie poured out bis grief in a

pfD%* So. on the death of a beautiful young
.1d of Boatrice, lie wrote two sonnets ;but

In "Il these poems there iras an underlying
teeneto Beatrice, and in fact it was always

IilOrship of lier whicli inspired bis pootie
ýtteranles. Tbus, the latter, of these two son-

net (in Chap. V111) onds witli the following
11doubted referenco to bis lady

'Wýho is thiS lady mwill I not disclose
ýavewhatinaybler qualities be known.

Who erits notsalvation,
hîm flot hope to boar bier company."

tbese roundahc'd motliode of paying
Danto's part the resuit of pure rev-

elie becamne suspected of incoiistancy

elVeil of wantonnoss; and "on thisaccotint, "

sa 8 (Ch. -X.,) " naîiely because of tbat

lr&tlto" talk, wbich seemeci to impute vice te

elI that most geîîtle la ly,who was the destroy_
tt cf aIl the viues, and the qucexi of tbe virtues,

e" hy a certain place, denied me ber
sweet salute, iii whicbi lay ail iiîy blies.'

ANthen lie goes on te spcak of lier gracious

Clienceo ver bim, subcluing resentmcnt andl
tlig cbarity aud niercy. The loss of lier

b Uation filled Iiia, with grief. He writes a

~5ittelling it to find Love and with bim as

4ýe4,te make the poot's defence:

With sounds of eweetnoss, wvhen tlîou goeet

4ý Il these words,

'Z'0115 as thou bier pity shall bave craved:
WY lady, lie wbo sonds mie ente you,
ýhf el it ahail ploase yeu, prays you
)Z Yu ivilI liear me offer bis defence.

Qe 1 the cause who, by your beauty's means,
traj11 5 hirn, as lie wili, to cliange bis aspect.

WhC't why on anotber bie liath gazed,
et' ail tbe time bis beart remained un-
ehlinged. I

j11 lr, 'Oady that his beart in stayed
WihSucli confirme at

y0 t every thouc'ht is bent on serving YOU.
rjur5 lie kecame in yonth, and never swerved.'
%hîîe beli'vo tlîeo not,

IIQhIr to question Love if this bo truc,
st the last present a humble prayer

adnhlm, if lic bath caused bier pain
d Y m sage h soul id nie die

t8evat'sstrziýo'oe(leicesheshllprove."

elrther on lie telle uis ot liaving met
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Beatrico in a company of ladies wben "lie was

se evercome with emetion as te excite the ridi-

cule ef those present. (C. XIV.) This was the

occasion cf a sonnet te Beatrice, explaining the

cause cf hise omotion, after which lie added, un

hie comment: " This is ambigueus and impos-

sible te expiain te any one who is net iii liko

degroe the liegemian of love." .%fterwards lie

declares (Ch. XVIII.) that, as hie liad lest

the happinees whicli came from receiving hie
lady's salution, hoe must now find satisfaction

in the contemplations and celebration ot hier
e-xcellencey. Out of this oxplanation cernes tlie

beautiful Canzone on tihe graces of Beatrice.
We give the third cf the six stanzas.

My lady is desired le the higli heavon
Now cf hier virtue ivill I make yen knew.
I say :W/ho se weuld seemi a gentle dame
Slioeld go with bier; for when sho passes by,
Love casts der cvil hearte a chuliing blight,
W hicb freezes and tlostroye their every thouglit.
And wliom Love dees permit te gaze upon lier,
He only proves lier virtue more and more;
For, then thero conies te hini what gives him

Ilea] th,
And humbles him tili lie forgets ail wrong.
And yet a greater grace bathi God bestowed:
Neyer cai lie end iii who speake withliber."

In another pen hoe answers tbe question:
W/bat is Love ? In another lie sets forth the
loveliness cf Beatrice. Beatrice's father dies
and this becoes the occasion ef twe peins.
Thon lie lias a droarn foreboding the death of

Ileatrice, and this is embedied in a canzone.

"Ani thon said Love : 'No more I bide trom
tbec

Come and behold our Lady wvlo lies bore.'
Thon dream-like plîantasy
Conducted mie te see miy lady dosd
And s 1 ooked, 1 saw
Tlîat ladie s witb a veil were coi oring bier
And with lier n'as sucb sweet humility
It seoinecl as thoegh ehe said, 'I arn in peace."

By-and-bye tihe vision becornes a reahity.

Beatrice passes away at the ageocf twonty-four
and hoe w rites a canzoe' wiicl inj at once a
dirge for Beatrice and s celebration et lier

ontrance inte Paradiso. It onds thus3;

' Sad song of nmine, now weeping go thy way,
And f-nd again tIse dames and maidene sweet
To whom tlîy sisteus al
W/ere w'ont te lie the bearers et deliglit.
And thoun who art the daughter cf my serre w
o forth disconsoîste and dwell with them."

lu Chapter XXXVI. ne couse te a sonnet,
the twcnty-sixtb poem et the series, which pro-
sents us with one cf the greateet difficulties iii
Dant's lite. Aý noble (geîitile) lady, yrlung

anud very beautiful, bebelding tise poet'e grief

n'as insved, te conmpassion and love suad

Dante's heart n'ont forth te bier auîd tound
consolation in hi-r affectioni. But the
gieorified Beatrice appeared te hirn and this.

droe' oeuto et is nuind the thought cf the

other.
Ncw, it je quito true that, il the Cenvito,

Danste doclares that this geantde lady signified a
mercly luernan pliuleseply wlîicb, for a tinue,
displaced Divine Rovelatien, and Mr. David-
son, in hie excellent edition of Scartazzinii's

Hland-book, decides in Irathier an offhand

manner that thc " gertle lady "can bave

ne ether rneaning. But we cannot iîelp bore

taking tihe vicîr of hie auther, especially when

we lind it supported by crities like WVitte,
Hettinger, aud Pleunptre. If we givc Up the
literal meaning bore, wo shahl ho ii dlanger ef

cloing the saine with Beatrice lierseîf.

Finahly hoe aînotunces bis resalutien, in tlie
closing paragraph cf the bock, " te spoak ne

mucre of this bleseed one until I could more
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worthily troat of lier. And to attain to this, I

study to the utmost of my power, as elie truly
knoweth. So that, if it shall please Flim

througli wliom ail things live that my lit c elall

ho prolonged for soine years, I hope to say of

lier what was neyer said of any womaîî. And

then it may ploaso Him wlio is tlie Lord of

grace that my soul miay go te behold the glory

of its lady, namely, of that blesscd Beatrice

wlio in glory leoketh upon tlic face of isi

qui est per omîti« Soeculic benedictus. " ilere, je

the promise of tlie Commedia ; and we know

lîow splendidly it was kopt.

It is not easy, in this fragmentary manner,
to give any adequate idea, of the beauty of this

rcmarkable work. It is fresli, simple, direct;

in short, Dantesque. Even wherc it is crude,

it bears. within itself thie pledge of greater

things to corne.
The other lesser works mnust be considered

lieroaf ter. WVILLIAM CLARK.

PARIS LETIER.

The colliers' strike in the nortb of France,.

wlicrc 50,000 ien are out, continues to be a

puzzle, no one can fix a date wlien it ivill

terminate. Thec Sociaiist deputies occupy thie

coal rogions liaranguing the strikers to no-

surrenderisrn. The strike ougit, to be viewed

as the vanguard, in sympatliy with tlie

Englieli stand, and feeling its way to

the geîîoral strike for the continent-later.

The working classes bave made up their ininds

on one poinît, to possess a better division of

the cake tliey help te nmake. At Amiens a

f reeli strike bas broken out among the dycre,
wbo are very skilled artizens in the matter

of coloring stufis and velvots. A few monthe

ago tbey struck, and demanided biguier wages.

Ultimately the employers accedod. The lat-

ter at once forrned theniselvos into a syndicate,
resolved to augmenit their prîces to be cbarged

manufacturors, corrosponding to the conce

suons unade to the bands. The increase

pricos naturally would faîl on the consumer,.

whicb would net be unfair, if ail initerested

wero fairly treated. The dycrs bave now

ýcddressedl thoir employers thus :"You bave

made ne sacrifices for us sinco you are gaining

more money,that is to say,losing nonse. We de-

miand two francs a week biglier pay ail round,
and ten heurs' work in place of eleven."'

li-olland bas ever been te the front in

lahor questions. A royal commission bias

beeuî occupied inquiring into the several phases

of the work problem. It inclines te the

Government takîng in liand the super-
vision of ail societios ef the ''triBndly'

,>rder te handle assurances against werk

accidents, and for the according of pensions te

the toîl-worn aged. The commission proposes

aise te protoct adulte, just as inucli as women

and cbildren against dangers froin machiinery

and unbealthy facteries. It is divided on the

subject et coinpulsory education, because

chuldren have te care for the lieuse wbule

their inothers have te go. eut and woik. In

the case ef agricultural children, thoir atten-

dance would ho ouîly comptilsory during the

haîf year wben field labor would ho iuipossi_

ble, but te accord te parents the right to

select the echeol and fix tise Qxcuptional

attendance.
It would lie well if the 4' seul doctors,",

that latesu clase of publiciste, weuld give a

diagnosis on the Franco-Russian Alliance,
wliat are it s sinus, outside of imagination and


