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* Steady nov and strnight as
shakmlg li:s long grey leair t

hie8 fOrebeaLd, and glarng with 1
at TrevOr Gillingharn.I

Orne5," lie said; 'you've had your
ye You1've seen the humiliation a
uid man. You've gloated overr

580 111ebody better to beglu with a
net o! You les or ever will Ibe, if p

btwice as oîd as Methueelah;a
ienay go to your own rooms,E
yl OWfl siliy debaucli off atr

el 1 Wili go, too. I have learu- f
*fird Piantagenet's spirit isn'ti

dead or as broken as you 1
andl as lie thought it, and I'm
7OWn sake Mr. Gîlliugham, to~dIt. GOOd-aight, and good-bye
311u1g gentlemen. You won't

'1hance to mock au old man'@s
'ln' I can help it. But go on
begun-go on as you've begun,

"eand your end wiil be ten
11ae% wurse than what mine is.
i burst of withering indigna-

W nas your age, you sonîless,
lpFSy Young reprobatles, l'd have

UeS ense ci shame to get any
111hemeut out of th-e pitiable de-

0a beafu -who mighit fairly
M(iK~ randfatJeril

IdtýO the door, upriglit, with-
ifand turned the handie, as

li nnteas if hie hadn't tasted
40 f s3herry.-Fromn Blood Roy-

PTCOONS.

? ifn uop a coon, or rather,
't o-have lost no end

ý1eVed Yours3elf some trouble.
1tOOk kindly to civilization.

%uklgthey greedily drank the
F;etve themu, and frorn that mno

t 1UMY devoted friendes. I neyer
f theiraffections. Other mem-
a&l~lY who cared for them iu

they treatedli a friendly man-
Orin W&s reserved their wvarm-

011h Oe on each shoulder, chat-
~aear8 uoi8y proteste at the

ziOt frgwei they followed m
fog'ti to sculd if I walk-

kt lo an.id il the w ay wvas
LI, le1balyended ln rny having

ka rOl the tiret showed any
ln"ere. Within a tew days ai-

4 he", touk them intu the

D Plyd ik two kittenis, elas-
aulaong the leaves, along

bd 11 tree6* 1 stole from tliem
a« 'walted in the road some

a Y. Pirst r heard a cha-tter-
bWn lPering, which grew lonud-
r, a 1lounderîng in the leaves,

;ObZip tumibled intu the rond
oql.et.Alter that they wntch-

tent81t day I think, that they
te OIl nter. With a drove of cattie.
th 0 1 OWejg me as usual wheu

~ed bte a narrow roadway.
ly t'em a short distance,
4%eawmir-e that there was

t4. j& Ille. The right of way wns
Qe oft O th e cattie (cows and

-Z4 gi-yen wny, but une or

ELta ith lovered heads, were
trih1uirriedj back to save

SbiPbut th y did nut aeed my
do5 <~ne har and growls that

'"e i 'rdi to smali bull-doge
tho Ski? te Oxen. I eaw the big

te W eld"0f the rond, and my
to ho, batVie. Indeed Tip was

%.vr. 0 the retreating enemy,

lt ,t nd put hlm lu .my
fi% eueca'ne quiet.
Wld loy ut rny coons w-as to go
tittle They lacked the sports-

ut"& O honour, I suppose,
e'ý an et 811the amail trout 1

elf't te4ee e for more. Iu tact,

sýQ bltatiafy them, aithougli1fo t,ýit 'ett'I I concluded their
-ietu a Ws *Inexiauistlble and

I have hinted that my pets were some- t
Lmec, troublesome. Weil, if you were to
et buose n dozen or two chidrea lu your k
îouse with permission for an hour to over- e
iaul, hide, carry off, and gaerally demor- r

lize everything IV contaiued, I thiak they
niglit possibiy accomplieh as much as Tip t
nd Zilp wuuld la liait the tirue. 1 say
ossibly, for tou me it wIll always romain
Lu open question. If cauglit in miechiet by
uiyoae elee they would nlways corne to
ne for protection, and, white I was paci-
ymng the enraged party, they would prob-
Lbly steal every tool or portable thing
I ted been using. By ail mens, if you

ffant to enlivea your houeehold, geV two
roung coons. You wlll neyer kaow another
li mnoment.-Foreet and Stream.

TENNYSON AND BROWNING.

There le a good fortune which has îîot
infrequenitly betallen England. Lt je to
have wlthin hier, living at the sane time
and growiug together frorn youth Vo age,'
two great puets of such distinct powers,
aud of such differeat fashions o! writlng,
that they illustrate even Vo the most un-
seeing eyes, somnethIag o! the lafînîte
range ot the art of poetry. The immene-
ity oif thé art they practice reveals iteel!
la their variety ;and this le the impression
made ou us whea we look back on the
live8 o! Tennyson and Browning, aad ne-
member that they began la 1830-33, and
that their mest books were pnbliehed in
18itQ. Tteey sang for sixty years to-
gether, encli on hie own peak o! Pumnas-
eus, looking acrues the Muses' Valley with
frieadly eyes on each other. The god
breathed hie spirit into botte, but Vhey
played on divers instruments, and sang su
different a eong, that each charmed the
other and the world luto w-oader. How-
ever different they were la development,
their poetry amuse out ut the salue nation-
al excitement on political, social and me-
liglous subjecte. The date of 1832 le ne
important la the histomy ut Eaglish
poetry, and as ciennly the begnulag uf a
new puetical wave as the date o! 1789.
The poetîcal excitement o! 1832 le unrepre-
sented, or unly slightly repreaeuted, la t he
poetry ut these two men, but the excite-
ment Itef kiadled aud lucrensed the emo-
tion with whlch they tmented their own
subjecte. The social questions which then
grew Into clearer f orm, aud were mure
widely taken up than la the previoue years
-ihc Improvement o! the condition uf the
pour, the position uf women, education
and labour-weme aot tonched dlmectly by
these twu poets ; but the question 1,0w
mnai may beet live hie Ilte, du hie wurk un
practice hie arts, ans to better humanlty
-th- question ot lndiviclual develuprnat
for the sake ut the whole-was wrought
out by them at sundry times and lu divers
mîmnuers. It le the ground excitemeat o!
IParaceisus," o! " Sordello," of Brown-

iug's drainas from IIPippa Passes"I ou-
wvamd, o! a huet ot hie Inter pueme ; ot
IMaud,"' of!" The Princees," ut the II Idyls

ol the King," and-to mnention une ut the
lateet of a naniber 0f Tennyson'@ mia-mm
pueme-ot I "LoksIey Hall, or Slxty Years
Atter." The religions questions, botte
theological and metaphysical, which took
la 1832 a double tura la the high-cliurch
and broad-church movemeats were vital
elements ii Tennyson and Browning. Nu
poets have ever been more theulogical,
noi, evea Byron and Shelley. Whnt or-
Iginal sin mens, and what position ain
holds on account o! it, lies at the ruot o!
hait of Browvaing's puetry; nd the
greater part ut hIe very simple metaphy-
ses belongL% to the solution o! this ques-
tion ut the defect lu man. The IIIdyls o!
the King"I Tennyson has himeel! declarcLd
tc be an allegory of the soul ou Ite wuy Vu
God. 1 wns surry Vu hear lV, but I have
flot the salue objection to the theology I!
a poem like IlaI Memorina," whlch plain-
iy dlaims and has a religions aim. Both
men were thea> moyed by the e'emeç Im-
pulses ;nnd long a! ten these Impulses lu
titir origial form tend died, thest- poes
cont.inued to slng ut them. luan chnged
world their main themes memained un-
changed. Different, thea, as they wvere
from each other-and nu twu persoaalibies
werc ever more distinct-there was yet a

ar-oUf unlty la thls dlveralty. In aUl the
Tarions songe they made the saine domin-
Lnt themes recur. Along witb this differ-
nce of personaiity and genlus there was
iaturally a ditierence of developmeflt.
L'he growth of Tennyson has been Ilke
bhat of an equai growing tree, steadily
ind nobly enlarglng Itself, wlthout any
)reaks of contlnuity, from youth to imld-
lie age, and from that to old age. The
growth of Browning was like that of a
~ree which should thrice at least change
te manner of growing, not modified su,
mucli by circumstances as by a self-
caused desire to shoot Its branches forth
ato other directions where the light and
air were new. He had what Tennyson
riad not-an Insatiable curlosity. Had lie
been la the Garden of Eden he would have
eaten the fruit even bel ore the womaft.
Hle not onjy sought atter and expiored ail
the remote, subtie or simple phases of
human nature whlch hie could fiud wheu
lie penetrated It lu one direction; lie
albo changed hie whole direction thrice,
eveu four tîmes, ln hie lite. East, west,
south and north hie went, and wherever
lie went lie frequentiy le! t the highroade
and sought the strange, the fancitul
places ln the scenery of human nature.
Neverthelese, there are certain permanent
elementg In hiU. wonk, and there le always
the saine unmlstakable, inces've, claar ln-
dlvIduality perAstent thr.ugli ail change.
-Stopford A. Broote, lu The Century.

TO THE POINT.

Mr. John L. Blaikie made au excellent
and pointed speech at the annual meeting
of the North American Lite Assurance Com-
pany, held recently.

Amongst other thîlnge he said: "When
a sbrewd business man makeo up hie mInd
to Ineure, hie Ilfe, and proceeds to coneld-
elr the claims and relative menite of rival
companies, to wieat ought lie have princi-
pal regard ? Surely the proolem such an
one has to sovel, 'Which cornpany' cau
do beet for Its policy-holdere ?'

"Now, it by no mens follows that thé.
largest, or the oldest corapaay, or one wlth
many more millions of assete tlîan another,
can do the best for its policy-holdere.

'Il have before me a statemeut ehowiflg
the perceatage of surplus earaed to mean
assets for the yeur eading 31st December,
1891, basc<i upon the laet Government re-
turne. lit 1le extremely iateresting.

"Take tijret four of the United States
companies doing business In Canada. Theu
take four prominent Canadin companles.

V Thue you see that the percentage of
surplus earned to rnean assets for 1891,
out of which alone, ail returas nd dlvi-
dend to poiiey-hoiders muet corne, le la the
case of the North American Lite more than
double that ut any uf the four United
States comipanies, and very mucb grenter
than that o! the Candian compannlf
naimed.

"lNothing can bue clearer than that the
compaay ýmaking and accumulating the
largeest percentage o! surplus le the une
that will give the largest returns and beat
Investment resuits to Its policy-holders.
Tried by thie test, 1 arn proud to say the
North Amerîcan Life stands lu the very
front raak.

"A wise aad provident invesbmneat et
the f ande of a Ille lasurnce company la a
most important factor ln nddlng to the
surplus, nd la this respect Our Company
hat; been reinarkably fortunate, the aver-
age rate of interest upon its Investmnents
beiag as hlgh as any, aud coaslderably
higher than thut of iuo8t companies, s
will be readily seen by figures, complled by
the Insurnce and Finance Chronicle, of
Moatreat, frorn the iast Goveruaient re-
turne.

'lThe Compaay, as you knuw, offer var-
ous klnds of attractive policies, suited te,
the different circumstnce of ail classe,
which should make it an easy one foir
which to secure new business. To the
agents, I venture tu say that la the Northi
American Life you represent a company
that the report blefore yoa proves conclu-
sively can do better for its policy-holderu
than most companies, that pays Its losgea
promptiy, and thit deals honorably' and
Ilberally with ail."
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