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" &n.o?e’ ,abea,(;y now and straight as
v hS:ha ing his long grey hair

al: forehead, and glarlng with
> 8t Trevor Gillingham.
" he said; ‘you’ve had your
Jou've geen the humiliation
man. You've gloated over

[T, ay ono@ebody better to begin with

® of you is or ever will be, ii
::g‘ nowt';oll’le twice as old as Methuselah;
;’%'hq:, y(mmay g0 to your own rooms,
lisuye, [ OWD silly debauch off at
Ed“;ar will go, too. I have learn-

Y

“%Wony h d Plantagenet’s spirit isn’t
g’hq‘,h,t aead or as broken as you
o Tor 2 884 ag he thought it, and I'm
to y Warne, ‘;Wﬂ sake Mr. Gillingham, to
;,h"ﬂu al . Good-night, and good-bye
%the éhi‘)ung gentlemen. You won't
Wy Agay % to mock an old man’s
ny Ve 1, I can help it. But go on
Tine fe} ggun-_go on as you've begun,
‘hyv d 'tl;mws’ and your end will be ten
g *, With a"% worse than what mine is.
* Wheg 1 urst of withering indigna-
By ' tips Wwas your age, you soulless,
Aoy 00 nsY Young reprobates, I'd have
Sehge of shame to get any
h*’e t{m of tment out of the pitiable de-
e lnya man who might fairly

oug 1 Walkeq grandfather!’
%9’2 hchmg to the door, upright, with-
t‘h foy the and turned the handle, as
, 83le glaasm'ilnute as if he hadn’t tasted
4 Gragt Zil:gerry.—From Blood Roy-

b PET
tw(l L} ’0\1 eve COONS.

o 4 %%0ngy TOF bring up a coon, or rather,
'r);"‘ an gxn()t you -have lost no end
In,u:'ld Ztp Ved yourseli some trouble.
Ty 10 msmkt-ook kindly to civilization.
%tmuk I galflg they greedily drank the
ab'ic"’-lne Ve them, and from that mo-
bep, * Tivg, any devoted friends. I never
QW the 4 their affections. Other mem-
v b the iy who cared for them in
A U top o9 treated im a friendly man-
t’:%ings %W&s reserved their warm-
aey w 0&1 2 the approach of strang-
gndpel‘chd scramble up my legs and
ug n my One on each shoulder, chat-
e v:ars noisy protests at the
togn‘ not ¢ TYwhere they followed me
lwtant for Zetting to scold if I walk-
eap B gon them; and if the way was
The? thom 1or2lly ended in my having
qe.i’:i ne;? home,
ter ‘_‘70 ifl'ﬂm the first showed any
"tood:ldins mfllle- Within a few days ai-
Yoy herg [ oom 1 took them into the
gy %hey Dlay 28 cutting firewood. For
N ‘%?1 ery*:lmlike two kittens, chas-
[} ong the leaves, along
;%‘:ee?ed ‘:l?dmg trees. I stole from them
- Away Walted in the road some
Agg 28wy YISt T heard a chatter-
8 U logg YRimper; i
T’Tl “ﬂer, ag ring, leuch grew loud-
« iy ony ang i Oundering in the leaves,
g o Of ealzhflumbled into the road
‘N}t wﬂ?&y - After that they watch-
e
3‘@;“:&‘ meo«?:& day, [ think, that they
N 8 Wey foly T with a drove of cattle.
by OWing me ag usual when
w, Cattie 1
d by a narrow roadway.
becay them a short digtance,
¥ ll}.p“ md e Aware that there was
st The right of way was
of the cattle (cows and
given way, but one or
th lowered heads, were
e“ds,.blu thm‘ried back to save
hayb"ﬁtli.n they did not need my

e g & hair and growls that
! '“tteu on
odeq 1ed
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& credit to small bull-dogs
the sid oxen. I saw the big
he of the road, and my
¢ battle. Indeed Tip was
o:h: retreating enemy,
moment, then they
‘khh“‘ Uty he off, and put him in my
Vg SRt joy o D dulet.
D Wh o ;f my coons was to g0
- They lacked the sports-

&lcate
?’;“& ui:ould e!:;,s: of honour, I suppose,
tro W Doy, 204 toq, all the gmall trout I
et Wepor & % me for more. In fact,
, ® Dlentipy) ViSly them, although

Ul then. I concluded their
Wwas inexhaustible and

THE WEEK.

I have hinted that my pets were some-
times troublesome. Well, if you were to
let loose a dozen or two children in your
house with permission for an hour to over-
haul, hide, carry oif, and generally demor-
alize everything it contained, I think they
might pessibly accomplish as much as Tip
and Zip would ,in half the time. I say
poseibly, for to me it will always remain
an open question. If caught in mischief by
anyone else they would always come to
me for protection, and, while I was paci-
fying the enraged party, they would prob-
ably steal every tool or portable thing
I had been using. By all means, if you
want to enliven your household, get two
young coons. You will never know another
dull moment.—Forest and Stream.

TENNYSON AND BROWNING.

There is a good fortune which has not
infrequently befallen England. It is to
have within her, living at the same time
and growing together from youth to age, .
two great poets of such distinct powers,
and of such different fashions of writlog,
that they illustrate even to the most unp-
gseeing eyes, something of the Infioite
range of the art of poetry. The immens-
ity of thé art they practice reveals itself
in their variety ; and this is the impression
made on us when we look back on the
lives of Tennyson and Browning, and re-
member that they began in 1830-33, and
that thelr last books were publighed in
182Q. They sang for sixty years to-
gether, each on his own peak of Parnas-
sus, looking across the Muses’ Valley with
friendly eyes on each other. The god
breathed his spirit into both, but they
played on divers instruments, and sang so
different a song, that each charmed the
other and the world into wonder. How-
ever different they were in development,
their poetry arose out of the same nation-
al excitement on political, social and re-
ligious subjects. The date of 1832 is as
important in the history of English
poetry, and as clearly the beginning of a
new poetical wave as the date of 1789.
The poetical excitement of 1832 s unrepre-
gented, or only slightly represented, In the
poetry of these two men, but the execite-
ment itself kindled and inereased the emo-
tion with which they treated their own
subjects. The social questions which then
grew Into clearer form, and were more
widely taken up than in the previous years
—-the Improvement of the condition of the
poor, the position of women, education
and labour—were not touched directly by
these two poets; but the question how
man may best live his life, do his work or
practice his arts, 80 88 to better humanlty
—1h: question of individual development
for the sake of the whole—was wrought
out by them at sundry times and in divers
manners. It ig the ground excitement of
“ pParacelgus,”’” of ‘ Sordello,” of Brown-
lng’s dramas from ‘ Pippa Passes’ ob-
ward, of a host of his later poems; of
“ Maud,” of * The Princess,” of the * Idyls
o! the King,” and—to mention one of the
Jatest of a number of Tennyson's mior
poems—of “ Locksley Hall, or Sixty Years
After.”” The religious questions, both
theological and metaphysical, which took
in 1832 a double turn in the high-church
and broad-church movements were vital
elements {v Tennyson and Browuing. No
poets have ever been more theological,
not even Byron and Shelley. What or-
iginai sin means, and what position man
helds on account of it, lles at the root of
hali of Browning’s poetry; and the
greater part of his very simple metaphy-
sles belonge to the solution of this gques-
tion of the defect in man. The *‘ Idyls of
the King ”’ Tennyson has himself declared
tc be an allegory of the soul on its way %o
God. 1 was sorry to hear it, but I have
not the same objection to the theology of
a poem like ** In Memoriam,” which plain-
15 claims and has a religious alm. Both
men were then moved by the same im-
pulses ; and long after these impulges in
their original form had died, these poets
continued to sing of them. In a changed
world thelr main themes remained un-
changed. Dificrent, then, as they were

from each other—and no two personalities
were ever more distinct—there was yet &
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far-ofi unity 1o this diversity. In all the
various songs they made the same domin-
any themes recur. Along with this differ-
ence of personality and genjus there was
naturally a difference of development.
The growth of Tennyson has been like
that of an equal growing tree, steadily
and nobly enlarging itself, without any
breaks of continuity, from youth to mid-
dle age, and from that to old age. The
growth of Browning was like that of a
tree which should thrice at least change
its manner of growing, not modified so
much by circumstances as by a self-
caused desire to shoot its branches forth
into other directions where the light and
air were new. He had what Tennyson
had not—an insatiable curlosity. Had he
been in the Garden of Eden he would have
eaten the fruit even before the woman.
He not oyly sought after and explored all
the remote, subtle or simple phases of
human nature which he could find when
he penetrated it In ome direction; he
also changed his whole direction thrice,
even four times, in his life. East, west,
south and north he went, and wherever
he went he frequently left the highroads
and sought the strange, the fanciful
places in the scenery of human nature.
Nevertheless, there are certain permanent
elements in his work, and there is always
the same unmistakable, incigive, claar in-
dividuality persistent through all change.
—Stoptord A. Brooke, in The Century.

70 THE POINT.

Mr. John L. Blaikie made an excellent
and pointed speech at the annual meeting
of the North American Life Assurance Com-
pany, held recently. .

Amongst other things he said: “When
a shrewd business man makes up his mind
to insure his life, and proceeds to consid-
er the claims and relative merits of rival
companies, to what ought he have prinel-
pal regard ? Surely the problem such an
one has to solve is, ‘Which company can
do best for its policy-holders ?’

“Now, it by no means follows that the
largest, or the oldest company, or one with
many more millions of assets than another,
can do the best for its policy-holders.

“] have before me a statement showing
the percentage of surplus earned to mean
aspets for the year ending 31st December,
1891, based upon the last Government re-
turns. It is extremely interesting.

“Take first four of the United States
companies doing business in Canada. Thenm
take four prominent Canadian compantes.

“Thus you see that the percentage of
surplus earned to mean assets for 1891,
out of which alone all returns and divi-
dend to policy-liolders must come, is in the
case of the North American Life more than
double that of any of the four United
States companjes, and very much greater
than that of the Canadian companies
namexd.

“Nothing can be clearer than that the
company making and accumulating the
largest percentage of surplus is the one
that will give the largest returns and best
investment results to its policy-holders.
Tried by this test, I am proud to say the
North American Life stands in the very
tront rank.

“A wise and provident Investment of
the funds of a life insurance company Is &
most important factor in adding to the
surplus, and in thls respect our Company
has been remarkably fortunate, the aver-
age rate of interest upon its Investments
being as high as any, and considerably
higher than that of most companies, a&
will be readily seen by tigures, compiled by
the Insurance and Finanee Chronicle, of
Montreal, from the last Government re-
turns. .

“The Company, as you know, offer var-
jous kinds of attractive policies, suited teo

the different circumstances of all classes,
which should make itan easy one for
which to secure new husiness. To the

agents, I venture to say that in the North
American Life you represent a company
that the report before you proves conclu-
aively can do better for its policy-holders
than most companies, that pays its losses
promptly, and that deals honorably and
liberally with all.”




