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L'ebbje fedele, intrepidio, costante,
Di pensieri leggiadro, accorto, e buono,
Quando rugge il gran mondo, e scocca il tînno
S'arma di sè, e dintero diamante
Tanto del forme e ('invidia sicuro,
Di timoni e speranza ai popol uise,
Quanto d'ingegno e d'alto valor vago,
F di cetra sonora, e doellenuse.
Soi troverete in tai parte men duro
Ove Amnor mise l'insanabii ago.

The following is a translation by the poet Cowper,
which is probabiy more free tban easy :

Eramoured, arthess, young, on foreigu grmnnd,
lJncertain whther from myself to fly,

To thee, dear lady, with an humble sigh,
Let me devote my heart, which I have fondi
By certain proofs, not few, intrepid, Sound,
Gond and addicted to conceptions high:
WVhen tempeets shake the world, and fire the sky,
It rests in adamant self-wrapt around;-
As safe froîn envy, and froîn outrage rude,
Fromn hopes and fears that vulgar ininds abuse,
As fond of genius and fixt fortitude,
0f the rcsounding lyre and every muse.
Weak yon wiil find it in, one only p art,
Now pmrccd by Love's iinme<icle dart.

The other sonnets, addreeeed to the IlFair lady, whoee
harmonious namne the Rhine, tbrough all bis graeey vale,
deligbte to hear," are merely amatory verses, and uselesfor our present consideration. Milton came back after
sixteen monthe' absence, and found bis native land eni-
broiled in civil strife. The sympathies of the young poet
were witb the people, but hie did not consider it bis duty
to rush to arme. Hie stayed quietiy in his bouse at Aiders-
gate, giving private tuition te bis nepbews and a few other
lads. On the 12th November, 1642, the citizens of Lon-
don were in a state of great alarm, owing to tbe fact tbat
King Chartes, having reached Brentford, after the battie
of Edgebill, threatened the city itself. AIl who could bear
arme turnod out to defend the place, but Milton did net
leave hie bouse or pursuits, and in the midst of tbe great-
est excitement prevalent whilet the Londoners marcbed
away to Turnbam Green to stop the King's approach, tbe
student sat still in bis chair, and the poet contented bum-
self with cemposing tbe foiiowing sonnet, concerning which
Main bas this interesting note :

IlIn the Milton MS. folio preserved in the Library of
Trinity Colloge, Cambridge, an amanueneis bas headed the
sonnet, On hi8 dore wlsen ye Citt y expected an Assault,
but that titie is scored tbrough, and the present one eub-
stituted in Mitton's ov n hand."

WIIEN TUB ASSAULT %VASi INTENI)ED ''O TRE iITN.

Captain, or colonel, or knight in arnus,
Whoî.s chance or, these defenceless doors may seize,
If deed of honour did thee ever please,
Otiard theni, and him within protect froîn liarnîi.
Ie car, reijuite tice, for he knows the charrnH
'That calil aine on such gentie acts as these,
And he car, spread thy name 0cer land andI seas,
Whatever clime the sun'a bright circie warms.
Lift not thy spear agiinst the Musme'bowr;-
The great Ëlnathian cono neror, bid siare '
The honie of I'irdarus, wlcn temple and tower
Went to the grourd r and the repeated air
0f sad Electra's poet had the power
To save the Athexîlar walls f nîm mrîin baie.

By wbat seeme te be a most extraordinary and unbappy
perversion of judgment Professor David Masson dectares
the above sonnet te bave been tbe resuit of "la mood of
jest or semi-jet," and bas soinsebypothetical nonsense to
say about it, wbicb Mr. Loweil bas sensibly exptoded. No
one reading it can possibly sce anytbing but a very serious
and toucbing request made by a man wbo believed bis
bouse te bo as wortby of protection as that of Pindar or
the walls of Athens. Milton bad a high opinion of bie
destiny, and in the midst of such serieus surroundinge wae
net likely te content hinisoîf witb a very pitiablo jest. Hie
wetted bis pen witb satire but nover disgraced it witb
feelisbness. How Professer Masson can possibly eee even
the gbest or outtine of a jest in this fine sonnet is a mystery
of cerebral construction. Nad Milton after writing it gene
away witb bis feliow-citizeils te meet tbe king and Rupert,
tbere migbt have been soins excuse fer flnding a sonnet
naiied te tbe door of a deserted bouse;- but Milton moet
assuredly meant wbat be wrote and stayed at home, care-
lees, probably, wbether "1capta-Ln, or colonel, or knigbt in
arme" came te bis door or net. Weigb every lino and sift
every sentence as we will, the jeet, or even Ilsemi-jeat," is
net at alI apparent. Yet Professer Masson is a Scetcbman,
and meet unlikely te discover a jest under the meet faveur-
able circumstances, according te Popular tbeory. Can it
be that hie is gif ted in the Opposite direction ? At any
rate, bis opinion ile curiously singular.

It is wortby of notice, as an errer on the part of Miltton,
wbe was se good a classical echolar, tbat Alexander, at tbe
sacking ef Thebes, in 1.0. 335, net enily spared the bouse
of Pindar and tbe citadel, but aisèe the temples and boly
places. Yet Milton states "temple and tewer went te the
ground.» .IlElectra'5 peet" was, ef course, Euripides, and
the incident reforred te occurred wben Lysander catured
Athens in B.c. 404. It was prePesed te demelisb the city
and beave in its place a desert. -During a discussion of this
propesal at a council Of war, a Phocian sang seme verses
frem tbe I"Electra," whicb se meved the audience tbat tbey
resolved te spare tbe city for the sake of its having pro-
duced se many great moen.

In tho middle of 1643, Milton Went ef[ suddenly on a
secret jeurnoy, and stayed away froni bis home for about
a montb. When he returned hoe brougbt with him a lady
agod seventetn, thon Mrs. John Milton, and disoine few of
ber neareet relations&" Mary Powell'was ef a Royalist
family, and bow Milton managed te overcorno the loyal
scrupies of the family cainot hosaid, unlese certain mort-

gages beld by him and bis father had sorne iniluence with
the Powells. The peet (aged 35) and bis bride (aged 17)
lived to geter-let us hope, bapply--for about a month !
Thon Mrs. Milton, on tbe excuse of a visit and the promise
of return, went back to ber parental roof and refueed te
return te ber busband after several invitations and comn-
mande. Milton feît wronged and aggrieved. Hie action
wae very characterietic. Hie set about writing a pamphlet
'ntitled IlThe Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce Restored,
te tbe goed of botb Sexes." It created a great stir, and
soveral pamphlets were issued by Milton in answer te contro-
versial replies. The last appeared in 1645, and was called
" Tetrachordon." Milton seems te have beon ready to re-
marry, in spite of law and opinion. Among bis friends at
this period were twe, ladies, the Lady Margaret Loy and a
daughter of a Doctor Davis. Tbe former was the wife of
Captain Hobson, who lived in the Isle of Wigbt, and]phillipB records ber as one wbo Ilbeing a Woman of greatWit and Ingenuity, had a particular Honour for bim (Mil-
ton) and took mucb deligbt in bis company." Lady, Mar-
garet was tbe daughter of Sir James Ley, aftez warde the
iret Earl of Marlborough, a very distinguisbed lawyer and
statesman, who died four days after Charles I. dissolved bis
tbird parliament and proclaimed hie ewn autocracy. Milton
addressed a sonnet te thie lady, wbicb reads as follows:

TO THE LADY 31ARGARET LEY.

Dauglter to tisat gond Earl, once Presidemît
0f Ergland's Ceuncil, andi ber Treasury,
Who lived In both, unstain'd with gold or fce,
AndI left thoîn Iîoth, more in ixoscîf coent,,
Till sad the breaking of that Parliansent
1Broke hizo, as that dishenest victory
At Mheroneia, fatal te liberty,
Kiled witli report that oIt Inan loquent.
Though later born than to have known the days
Wherein your father flouish'd, yet by you,
Madain, methinks I sec him living yoî;
Se well yiur words hie mnoble virtues praise,
That ail both judgc you te relatc tlem truc,
And to possess thoîn, horour'd Margaret.

"That old man eloquent " was the Athenian orator Isoc-
rates wbo, at the age of ninety-eight, is said te have
committed suicide by a voluntary starvation, lasting four
daye after be learned of tbe victory gained by Philip of
Macedon over bis countrymen at Chteroneia in the year

.c. 338. It bas been suggested that Milton regarded the
deatb of Jeocrates as eccurring suddenly after the report
of Philip'e victory, and that ho cenfueed it with the deatb
of Ehi, wbo foul froin hie seat and expired immediateîy on
bearing of the defeat of hie sons ; but this supposition is
erreneous. Milton knew bis Bible tee weIl te mix it up
witb Greek bietory, and the wording of the sonnet dees
net warrant the construction. It is singutar te, notice in
passing that Eli, at bis deatb, was aged (according te the
Massoretic text) ninety-eight years-tbe age of Isocrates
at hie death. The analogy, as Milton put it down, is
strikingly complote and in ne need of any critical emenda-
tien. The geod Earl died four days after the dissolution
of tbe Parliament by Charles and Isocrates is eaid te bave
died four days after the battle of Cboroneia.

The other lady who enjoyed Miiton's friendsbip was a
daughter of a Dr. Davis; but nothing more of ber is
known. It bas been supposed tbat she was the «cvirtu-
eus Young lady"Ilte whom. the peet wrote bis fourtb
Englisb sonnet. Phillipe deecribed ber as witty and
bandsome, and it bas been said tbat Milton pressed bis
attentions upon ber te, the point of marriage after bis wifehart left boi. In bis deTetracherdon"Ileccurs », singular
and significant passage, supposed te have some bearing on
this matter, as Mr. Mark Pattison pointe eut: "$If the
law make net a timeîy provision, let the law, as reason i8,
bear the censure of the coneequences. " However this
may be, the original Mrs. Milton put an end te ber bus.
ban's erratic views by raturning berne penitent in 1645.
Referring te " Tetrachordon," tbe poot wrete twe sonnets
on the stir eccasioned by that work ; but tboy will ho
treated as sonnets on criticieni. In 1646 Milton wrote a
sonnet " On the Religieus Memory of Mrs. Catharine
Thomson," whicb Mr. Mark Pattison net uni ustly con-
eiders the lowesit point toucbed by bum in poetry. It is
elegiac and devetionat, but the eubject is unsuitable te tbe
form of verse. This, with the twe sonnets on the Divorce
tracts and that addreesed IlTo Mr. H. Lawes on the Pub-
lisbing Hie -Aire," were included in the " Poeme of Mr.
John Milton, both Englisb and Latin, Cempesed at
Several Times," a very rare volume eriginaîly puhîished
by Humphrey Moseley, at the ign of the Prince's Arm,
in St. Paul's Churcbyard In this collection was included
one of the twO or tbree Engiisb specimens of the "lSonette
Candato," or tailed sonnet, which we give as an illustra-
tion of a sonnet forni used in Italy chiefly for burlesque
purpeses. It was faveured by Berni. The sonnet bere
given shows the scern in wbicb Milton beld Ilthe new
fercere Of Conscience undor the Long Parliament."

Bocause vou have thrown off yonr p relate lord,
And with stiff vows rcoounced bhis iturgy,
To seize the widlowd wiore Plurality
From theun whose sin ye envied, not abhorr'd,
Dare ye for this adjure the civil sword
To forceour consciences that Christ set froc,
And ride lis with a cassic hicrarchy,
Tanghî ye b more A. S. and Rotherford!
Mon whose 1ife, learring, f aith, and pure intent,
Wouhd have been belid in high estoom by Pan!,
Must now ho nained and printed heretics,
By shallow Edwards and Scotch wa 'ecl
But we do heo fe ont al whartdicati
Your Plots and fcin.d or tniksofTrnt

P at sor5th PariO5OTe nt
May, with their wholesomoe and provontive shears,f
Clip your phYlacteries, îhough bauik yonr cars,t

When theAnd succour our just fears1Khnto shall read this cîearîy un your charge,New Prosyeris, but old Priest writ large,0
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ln 1648, wbile Cromwell was crushing- the Scottish
forces at Preston after long and hard lighting, Fairfax was
occupied in queiling the Engiish IRoyalise who had joined
in the Second Civil War. The siege and capture of Col-
chester by Fairfax was the occasicn of great joy to the
Parliamentarians, and Milton wrote bis sonnet usually
entitled "lTo the Lôrd General Fairfax," but which wos
originaiiy headed, "lOn ye Lord General Fairfax at ye
Siege of Colchester." In 1649 Milton became Latin
Secretary to the Council of State. Tbree years latier he
went quite blind, and wrote bis sonnets to Cromwell and
the younger Vane. In 1655 the massacre of the Vaudois
Protestants by the Italian troops occurred, bocause they
would have neither their country nor their religion. The
outrage brougbt forth indignant letters from Cromwell
and bis Council te the foreign powers, and these letters
were written by Milton. But what is more important to
our present coneideration is that the poet gave vent to bis
personal feelings in a sonnet "lOn the late Massacre of
Piedmont ":

Avenge, 0 Lord, thy slaughtered saints, whose bories
Lie scattered on the Alpine 'nountains cold;
EFven theni who kept tiîy truth ieo pure of oh!,
When ail our fathers worshipped stocks ani stoueq,
}'orget flot . in, thy book record their groans
WTho were tIy sheep, and in, their ancient fold
Siain by the bloody Piedynontese that roll'd
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their inoans
The vaies redouibied to the huiL, and they
Tolheaven. Thieir miartyr'd b! od and ashes. sow
0'er ail the I talian fields, where stili doth sway
'l'he tri )le tyrant; that froin these mnay grow
A liuiudredfold, who, having learn'd thy way
iEarly xnay fiy the Babylonian woe.

(of this sonnet Henry Ileed wrote: IlThe spirit of Milton
wa so stirred by the sufl'erings of the Waldenses that ho
felt the need of more than even high-toned mandates toi
earthly monarchs, and therefore there went up from the
depths of bie poet's heart, in one of his mighty sonnets,
the fervid imprecation, IlAvenge, O Lord,"-a note se
fearful and so loud that we can aimost fancy il; echoing
over the valleys in wbich the bones of the martyrs lay
covered with snow." Walter Savage Landor terms it "9a
magnificent psalmn" and Ilthe nobiet of sonnets. " Macaulay
catis it Il a coliect in verse." Mr. Paigrave says it ie "the
most migbty sonnet in any language known to hini."

About this tume Milton wrote bis famous sonnet On
his bhindness ":

Moner,1Iconsider how mny life i4 pent
E're haif xny clays, ini this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which isi death to bide,
liodgel witlînme tseleis, thouigh ni 'y ol mnore tent
To serve thereivith iny Maker, and lîresent
ML troce aceinuit, lest lie retnrning chide

oti G-oit exact day-labotur, ligltit eniedît
1 fonîlly îssk; but Patience, to irevent
That muirmur, soon replies, II God doth flot uîeed
Ei'ther mnan's work, or his own gifts; who lest
Bear bis inild yoke, they serve h ini »est; lii4 stat,î[s kingly ; thougands at bis brdding mpemîl,And p'ost o'er land andi oceati withorît rest,
'I'lïy aiso serve who only standt and wait."

Mr. Main points eut that nearly ail the crities have
tafren the Ilone talent " roferred to to be Milton's eyesigbt,
wbereas it reaily is his gif t of pootry. Hie blindness was
tolerable as a physicai inflrruity ; but as a hindrance te
the accompiisbment of his life's work it made the poet
murinur in bis heart. This sonnet bas a connection witb
the one written wben he arrived at the ago of twenty-
three, in wbicb ho said :

Ail is, if I have grace to uise it si),
As éverjin my great Task.mnaste,sî ye.

H1e then had the patience to await theoteinward ripe-
noss " that was necessary to perfect the work of bis life
and forty-seven years afterwarde ho stili finds bis soul
more bent to serve bis Maker with hie highi gift and
patience counsel is b wiseiy when the sense of his affliction
causes bim to murmur. R{is work bas yet te be done and inuet
bear the muld yoke. Milton became resigned ; 50 mucb so
that be wrote about the saine time the fellowing sonnet te
Mr. Lawrence, whom, Professor Masson bas identifled ais
one of hie old pupiis. It is ligbt and' cheerful, witb
witb a flavour of Horace about it that is truly refreshing.
It has a toucb of otiurnbcon dignitate, quite compatible
witb Milton's temperament.

Lawrence, of virtuoiis father virtinous mon,
N>w that the fields are dammk, and ways are mire,
WVhere shall we sonietinesIneet, and 1) * ythe lire
Utlclp waste a sulien ilay, vhat maj he won
Froîn the bard season gaiiiing.? Tiie wilviimii
On smoother, tiI! Favonjus reinspire
The frozen earth, and clothe ir, freeh attire
The 1,ily and the rose, that neither sow'd nor spiin,
W'hat neat repast shahl feast uis, lighit and ethoice
0f Attic taste, with wine, whence vie mnay rise
To hear the lnte weli-touch'd, or artfui voice
Warbhe ininortai notes andi Tuscan air?
He who of those delights can judge, and sî>are
'lo interpose them oft, is not unwilie.

It is the saine idea that rune througb the firat sonnet
addressed to Cyriac Skinner, wherein the poet-phiiosopher
rleems it net wise to overburden life with too much wark,
but thinke it right to ligbten the day with innocent recre-
ation when the feelings so incline. "lAil work and no play
makos Jack a duli boy," is a proverb truer in fact than in
rbyme, and Milton knew this and occaeionally unbent hie
great mind from the work to which he had dedicated hini-
self, and in spite of his blindness made merry witb bis
friends. Cyriac Skinnor was another of bis oid pupils and
the "lgrandeire " alluded to was tbe celebrated lawyer Sir
Edward Coke, Chief Justice of Engiand, life-long antagoniet
of Bacon and reviler of IRalAigb.


