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IN the Sessien wvlich is just epening, theo Coverninent will have thre

serieus questions te face : thuit cf thie execution cf Riel, that cf the causes
of the Behiellien, andti lat of Finance. Witlî relgard te the lirst querstion
the difliculty is net like(ly te lie great. 1ii theî tine wilîib bas hîîeiîjuîliciously
aillewed toe lapse hiefore thî e i oîg f i an ianii ît ii sut lic n t nu i i 1 er
cf the indignant and insurgenit Bleulihave, zic ioulît, beii coniicli ateci te <'ive

the Governînent once more a respectabîle idJoity : te coriciliate the wlîole
body wculd have been uiinecessary and soiewliat inartistic. ILt is useful
te the Governinont te lie abîle te point te the lîostilît.y of a few Bleus as a
proof cf its indepeiuilnce. T[he Leader of thle O ppositioni, fer bis part, lias
declared witli eîluatl rectitudîe andt pI u-ece tîtat lie wil I net miakiý a plat-
formn eut cf thie plaiîksý cf a scaffold or uiulock thei political future, with the
bieed-rusted key of thle past. '['li foi-Ii ng of tlîi Freiîcli foîr Riel, as thîe
chanmpion ef tlieir iiatioiialit y ini theî Ncrtli-\Vest, is respec-tabîle, lieîause it

is natural andl sinee. Nothlin g ill i il I(OiSs respîe tal lechlan the~ p roteInce

cf syîupathy put on for thîe purpose cf a political intrigue. No nii-u excî.pt

a Frenelh-Cilnadian doubts, and nîe hliest mîan preteîids te iloulit, that thie
execution cf tlîis ni, wvlo bail fer the secondl tiie got up a reblu-lion andi
fiiled the coînnsunity witb bloocl and liavec, xvas an inevitable ineasure
cf public justice. Te say thiat Sir Johil Macdonaild put Riel te leatît is
ridiculeus. Sir Jehîn '14[iedoiia)1 baad ne, nit wliatovem' to ijîterfere with
the course cf the litw iii tliis case any miorte tlian ini a case cf unurder or
rol)bery cxccpt uîPen specific groundîs, wliich, om tîmis occasion, did net exist.
By the law cf Canada anlth Uic vrdict ef a jury vbicli bild theo whiele case,
încluding tlic pli-a cf iiisariity, ftilly befori. it, Riel- Nva senît te tlieý scafiýold.
Tie res2iipensility rests upon1 tlhe wliole body of Canialia,1 citizeiis, w lue,
througb their repre.seiitativ-es, ni'ake flic law', antd eut cf wlie nmnher the

jury is taken. IL is to e hioped thiat on, tlis wi'îtclieîl cerpse Uhe vulture
of party will prey ne nitre.

lt is quite ctherwise witb regard t h asse h eîîin u

fate cf a nmotion cf cenlsure wvas certaini, evili liad thie M inisterial inajority
been less docile than that w'liic follows Sir Johin Macdonald. Every Min-
isterialisi weuîld naturally ask hilinseîf w bat Party inecant if lie was ilet te
stand hy bis leaders wlion tIc-y weein tlîo wrong. But a I)otionfe
inquiry, properly supported l'y presuiptive evitîcuice ndt pressed at once
with force and teuiper, is whiat eveîî flic mnost docile cf ma jorities finis it
very ditficuit te resist, especially wlien a g.uîcral election is at biand. After
all that the nation bias paitl andl sufloroîl it ]las an indisputable rigbt te
know the whole truth. The sudden appointînent by the Governnment, as
soon as the rehellien breke eut, cf a Conmmission te examine and settle
Half-breed clainis, iii itself afiords al stroîîg presumlption cf previeus

injustice or neg-lect. The delivi-raîîcc of Archibisthop Taché aise furnishes
niaterial for thle indictnient. IL is evident that there is a body cf other
witnesses ready te testify thiat warnings were given and disregarded.

People are apt, it is truc, after a cata~strophe to extaggerate the elearness
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CONTENTS 0F CURRENT NUMBER. of their foresighit andl the exactniess of thecir predictions ; but if any of the
warnings werc given in writing, about these thcre can bo no nîistaze ; the
filet, at ail e.vents, will lie winnewed fromn the fancy whien the witnesses
are broughit before a conipeýtenit tribunal. Jnquiry is necessary, especially
witlî regard to the treatmnt of the Iiîdians, îîot oinly to fix rcsponsibility
for %viiîit lias happened but to avert danger for the future ; and upon
inquiry it is to lie hoed the country will have the spirit to insist. The
diflîulty is te fini a tînsitwvor-tly tribîuna:l. A I>arliainentary Comimittee
is a reproduction of the faction fi'glît on a sînaîl seiale. A Commnission
appoint.l by the incul1 iated Ministers theinselves, as in the case of the
Pacifie Railway scandaI, is a jury noininated by the accused. \Vero the
SenIate wlîat it ouglit to lie, andi presuinably was intentied to hoe, it iluiglit
serve for the coniluc, of sncbl inivestigaýt iotîs as this, as well as for the trial
of political eflences ; but wve ail know wlîat the Senlate is. If the (levernor-
Generai bas any reserved power to lie used on a constitutional emiergency
in whicbi interests abeve thlose of Party require protection, hiere is ail
occasion for its exercise lie nîilît personally appoint a Commission of
inquiry ; for surely the country mîîst be aide te, furii three or even five
men ini whose integrity ani imipartiality general confidence weuld lie feit.
Tho Goverinent dîd net jîlerease the presuinption ini faveur of its ilnnocence
by se palpîale al self.whitewaslîincg as the be(stcwal cf knlightbeod on oe
cf jts ewn meiniberq for alleged services in the suppression of tie rebellion.
Iii moving four or fiv,: thlousandi mien te al point within Canadian territory,
the Miîîister cf iNilitiax perforîne(l noe weniltrfui feat, wbile the manage.
ment cf thîe coi Inîissarialt and thîe transportation appears te hlave been
eýxtremei(ly wasteful.

\Vhat is the aincunt cf the ulefiîit xxiii fot lie kcnewn tili the Minister
of Finîance inakes hiIi statemrent, peîliaps net even thon. It 15 1(11e te, add
te al seri <s cf gi<i srai igin g frem two milliens te sevtn. That tiiere is a
consîîlerable deficit cvii' andi alieve the reilien expentiiture, liowever,
secîlîs certain ;andl tlis will put iii issue thîe financial policy cf the Govern-
ment. Econoniy and finance ilre net thîe stî'ong peints cf the Leader cf the
Opposition, whîcse utteraricis on tlie snliject cf the National Policy have
always lîetrayeul a wiakiîss cf grasp ;lîut Sir Richard Cartwrighit will, neo
doublt, inlrove the occasion witlî enî'rgy, andl, se, fair as argumenît is con-
cernied, witbi success4. il e will net lie aile te provo that the Gevertmnt
diii wreiîg, eithier iii rese,;rtîiig, tei inerea.sed taxation radlier tban boans, or in
prei ai iii iin g Coiii îîoial I il i pînîlen ce ainid adaptîing C t ariff te the special
eircîntunistnes cf thle counîtry ; lut liii will net ]lave miuch difliculty in
proving tliat it diii wreîîg wlîeî, in dealing witiî sucu a counîtry as Canada,
it eînlîraced theî principle cf Protection. 'Ilat, tis was don(e under political
pressu, a Ifl it a vi<ow cf seouring thle manufacturers' vote, is a fact of
Mhil - e iaive beeîq posivy assureil ly one wlîe xvas a h a(ling agent ini

the secret negctiatimns, "andl wliih withiout any revelation we mnight hiave
divineil. If, tlie, l>'lne 1M diister andî bis principal collvagues hiad betn
before identified Nvith aîîy commîiercial principle it was Froc Trade. They
do net scem, in eagerly hoisting the flag which %vas te attract the nanufac-
turing interest te their side, oveii te bave reflected that Protection and
Revenue were incompatible 01b*locts, andî tlîît wlienl they hiad ferced pro-
dluction ini this country, ilînperts and receipts frein import duty nmust
decline. A new sconie, however, appears te, ho epeiîing in the fiscal regien.
opinion is certainly -grewing ini faveur cf the total abolition cf the Custons
Linoe, andi the Nationîal Pelicv miay souen sink inte a miner issue and be
alîserbed in tliat cf Commnercial Uîîlioli. Net oîîly the fiscal systeun, but
thle expenditures of the Gevernînient, will cf course be arraigned by thie
Opposition. It is, te say the least, aîîiuitieus. The country is probably
payirg about a million n year for the groat ferceocf Meunted Police
rendored necos-ar 'v ly the policy xvbicl, hîy censtructing the Pacific Rail-
way at once threuglî the entiî'e Nortli-Westcýrn Territory, lias scattered the
settlers over a breadt1i of eighit hundred mîiles, anîd tlîus expesed thei te
the (langer freni thîe Indians.

By the energy whichli as se rapidly coniploed the Pacific Railway, and
fer wbicbi, whatever may be tbenglit about the poiicy cf the Governmnent,
praise is due te the Company, that sulîject is withdrawn from the fild af
Pariiamentary battle, se far as thîe construction is cencerned. Instead cf
askiîîg for subventions in the ceniing- session, the Mînister may perhaps
have te perforai the more popular duty cf anneuncing their repaymient.
But the questien is net yct at an end ; lier is it Iikely te be ait an end se
long as a vestige cf the Monopoly Clauses rernfins te interfere with free


