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SIR JfOHN, 8IR HECTOR A~ND ME. CJHAPLE4U.

AD fd Mr. Chaplea is to be next Iieutenant.Governor

consider the character of the game that he bas been playing
during tbe last year or two. A few months before the
elections he held the band of the desperate gamester. He
had staked mucb on Cbambly, and Chambly went dead
againat Mim. Langevin and Caron took no sucb odd&
They knew their people botter, or perbaps they thought
they.did, and when Chapleau lost a seat in bis district they
simply laughed, for there is no love squandered between the
rivais for Cartier's mantie. Chapleau gave Sir'John a turu
last winter, when he threatened to leave his ministry unoss
certain conditions were fulfilled; and if the chieftain had
not acceded to his Secretary of States wishes at that time,
Who can say where the ancient statesman would he to-day?
We must not forget the overtures whic.h Mercier made to
Chapleau. We must not forget the sîgnificance of Chap-
leau's position in the Cabinet, where he was forced te play
second fiddle te a man ho bates with an inveterate hatred
and wbose downfail ho is ever praying for. *Sir John i3 a
jealous chieftain, and Sir Hector's too palpable bida for the
Premiership, during thos memorable trips through Ontario,
sprý,ad alarin in bis breast. He could not brook a rival so
near tho tbrone, and ho at once took stops te circumvent
his soaring assistant. To tbat end ho sont for Chapleau,
translated 1dm from Quobec te Ottawa, and fortbwitb pro--
vided himself witb a dual French leadership. Open revoit
waa ont of tbe questi -on between these two, but the private
bickerings must have been intense, and wbat they said
about euhb otber te p:ersonal friends must have made the*
goda blusb. Sir John, astute observer that ho la, knew bis
mon, and no one how taks of Sir Hector as «a possible suc-
cessor te the chief. Tupper ia the light of the Tory camp,
and te him thé faithful will look when the old man dies, or
entera the Biitish peerage, wbich ia the saine thing. Wýell,
Sir John, when -cornered by Chapleau, gave -that dis-
tinguished supporter ail the promises be asked. But in
this instance-the flint -time on record, probably-be bas
been compolled te. keep bis word, and the Senecals and the
Churches and the brothers of the Minister ana tbe Wur-
teles and. the, Dansereaus bave ail been provided for.. The
Secretary of State, teo, cornplained. that his office in the
governmnent was not good. enough. Sir John promised to

regulate that teo, because be understood Mis man, and ho
knew, moreover, that Mr. Mercier stood outside, ready to
.make an alliance with bis colleague for defence or. offence.
Sir John nover yields te dictation. unless coinpelled te do so,
and this tiine be found bis friendly adversary too many guns
for him. Wefl, the eloctions came, and were carried «by the
Conservatives, but wbile Langovin and Caron failed entirely
te carry their divisions againat the t.actic8 of Laurier,
Langelier and Mercier, Chapleau won ail along the lino in
bis part of the country, and knelt for bis beloved chieftain~s
blessing. Then ho pressed more friends on Sir John, and
the pr 1emier, it is said, cried wben be bad te accept Quimet,
the hero of the North-West Rebellion, for first Cominoner.
Ho wopt again when another suggestion was made, but
gulped down bis feelings, and listened to the voice of the
siren. But everyone here is asking: Wbat is te become
of Montreal wben Chapleau goos to Quebec ? Montreal is
ail rigbt. In Cbapleau's place there will be Mr. Lacoste or
Senecal if Cbapleau insiste upon it. We bave already
Abbott leading in the Sonate, and if Sir Adolphe Caron is
sent te the right about, Ouimet vil take the figbting
minister's place, and Girouard will take the bat and mir-
aculous robes of the Speaker. It is ail planned, and. the.
Quebec district whicb did so badly for the party must shift
for itself.

But Langevin will lead. 0 f course ho will. Ho will ho
a sort of loct&m tenons, as -it were. Chapleau, at Spencer
Wood, will do as ho bas ever been doing since ho embarked
in polities. Ho will look after the particular fortunes of
Mr. Obapleau, and if, after a wbile, Mr. Mercier wants
an aily badly, ho won't have te look far for one. A few
months ago ho offered Mr. Chapleau the leadership of bis
countrymen. Circuinstances at that tirne forbade the se-
ceptance of the honour. Langevin nover offered te' do as
much for Chapleau. Mercier ia the only rival«Chapleaû
evor feared, and when a man cannot fight an éeny, there
bave been instances when a combine bas been effected.
If Chapleau romains at Governinent House a full term,what is to prévent in coming down to active politics again,
snd making the beat bargain ho c an with Mr. Blake, or Sir
Charles Tupper, or Sir Richard Cartwright, or Mr. Mills,
or wboever may ho at the tine the party of the second
part ? Chaplesu alwsys works for Chapleau. Ho will pull
no wrong strings as governor. The Letellier spectre wull
keep him straigbt'on that score. Besides, ho bas in Mer-
cier a mn of iron norve te deal with. *This ho knows by
past experience, and it is a signiticant fact that the Mercier
statesmen are aIl delighted te hear that Chaplesu is coming
te them for advice: If Mercier dnd Cbapleau do not really
effect a combinstion before many moutbs bave passed sway,
wo shail al ho greatly surprised. The translation, it is
said, will not take place until JTuly lst. What a deligbtful
way to celebrate the natal day of tbe Dominion 1

There was a rurnour some time ago that tbe next Lieu-.
teuatýGoernor of Quebec would ho an Euglish Protestant.

think I told you not long since that it waa an unWrltten
law that the LiueatGvro fQuebec -must be à


