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peinted Prof, H~aig, of Columbia University, to report on the
incidence off taxation in urban inunicipaiities, with the view
off having the burden of taxation spread more equitably.
Prof. Haig's report was published at the close of-1917, and,
whatever may be the. criticism on that report, it appears to
the speaker that hoeat least put lis finger on the disease and
prescribed a course of 'treatment, wih, if followed, would
ensure a cure.ý

Distribution of Taxes

Prior t. 1910 the tax base lu the, cities vas distributed
almost equally between land and improvements; in 1913 it
was almnost wiiolly on land; but whîl. land stiil forma the

,base, the burden is bemng gradually, if perliaps ail too slowly,
eiiifted to otiier shoulders flot more willing, but, in thi.
apeaker's opinion, more able to bear taxation. This is borne
out by the followîng table wiiich shows the. percentages of
tax base lu 1910, 1913 and 1919 lu the city off Moose Jaw-

Land (assessed 100%1)' .",... .
Improvements (assessed 60% lu

1910, 45%l in 1913 and 1919)
Business tax .................
Income tax...................

1910. 1913. 1919.
52.0 84.6 64.0

31.0 9.5
16.6 5.6
1.4 0.4

100.0 100.0

24.7
8.8
2.5

100.0

These fig'ures 'are comparativeiy true of otiier ciis in
the. province, thiough, peniiaps, in a lesser degre., as impreve-
mente are aseessed at a bigiior perceutage lu Moose Jaw than
lu any off the. other cities.

Tii. following table, based on Prof. Haig's report, shiows
the. perceutage of tax levies lu the, seven cities feor the. yesr
~191.7. In cases viier, a business license la imposed, it bas
been added to the. business tax:-

Regina .. .. ..
Saskatoon ....
M4oose Jaw ........
Prince Albert..
Northi Battleford..
Swift Curreut ..
Weyburn ....

Land.
80.1
86.2
73.4
92.8
92.0
92.0
87.9

Improve-
meuts.

12.6
9.6

20.6
5.7

3.6
7.4

Busi-
ness.

6.6
8.8
5.7

4.4
4.7

Income. Total.
0.7 100.0
0.4 100.0
0.8 100.0

* 100.0
* 100.0

100.0
100.10

te one-third of the land at assessments *hiçh bear no rein-
ion to tb.ir actual value, for such land cannet produce thie
required revenue, In addition to the uselessuessansd follyý
of such procedure, there is a more erious charge-violation
of contract between the. community and thie land owuers,
whicii contract requires in the. present state of the lav that
'qand shail b. assessed at its fair annual value." This con-
tinuai violation off contract between the. city and the. owner,
strÎkes at the reot of ail pregressand results in paralysis.
Whio can spend mouey on improvements lu a community
whicii ignores thée rlgiits off thie otiier party of the. coutract?
'*So then, apart fromn any question of equity, cities must iook
to somne otiier source tiiau land for the. purpose off raising ita
revenues. But ls the, raising off taxation by taxing improve-
inents, incemes'anid businesses, as weli as land, inequitable?

Mr. J. N., Bayne, late <leputy minister of municipalI
affaira for the~ province, says lu bis report for 1917-18: "In
te. many instances, tiie villages which ver. assessing land
oniy, feund thinseives exempting from taxation business
men witii large incomes wiio were net coutributing tiieir just
share t. the. upkeep of thie community. 'Ability t<o pay,' vas
not recognized in a manner thait Ineant ready revenues for
th~e village concerned, for thie more taxes the. resident bas
te pay the more lively ,iiould b. bis iuterest in the mariage-
ment wiiich receives and spenda for hlmn the. assessment
wiiicii b. thus contributes." In thes. reniarks the. speaker
heartlly concurs..

Differeace Between West aad. Est

Before dealing speciftcally witb the four points upder
discussion, it zpight b. weil for a moment te conisder the~
question: "Why lu the. taxation problem more acuteýin thi.
wst than lu the. east." Tii. first point wiiich atrikea the.
observer is the. enormeus progress wiicii bas been made in.
oui' urban centres lu theo last generation, In the. shoert p.rlod
of twenty years the. huge debt wbicii burdens eur western
cities hae been created, resuling in prospereus communities
sprlnging up vith ail the. utilities aud conveniences viiich
go te buiid up bealtiiy tewns and cities, viiereas in the. eaet
and in Europe tiiese processes bave been going on~ for cent-
uries, so tint the. burden does not fail b.avily ou the. present
citizen, uer are the. interest payments te be met nearly se
large as in tiie vest.

Tisi point is berne out by the. following tab~le, viiicb bas
been prepared fromn the. last sunual report of the. departmnent
off municipal affairs, and from the. Canada Year Book, 1916-
17 edition:-

Population, Assessmeut Debt Tax levy
1916 per capita, per capita, per capita,

Nainè eeasus. 1916. 1916. .1916.

Regina ... .. 26,127 $1,662 $402 $46.50>
Saskatoen........21,048 1,727 389 43.70

MoseJa .. 1,94 1,554 309 47.35
Pnnc Alber 6, 2,210 542 57.75
Swift Current .. 3,181 2,647 393 67.76
North Battieford 3,145 2,170 331 60.85
Weybuzn .... 3,050 1,853 280 55.15
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