pat

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

sucecession, amd continne foraging tor more,
which he ate upon the spot as soon as cuught.
1 never witnesged the act of impaling a bird
or mouse, but 1 suppose it wonld be the same
as for a grasshapper: and in the instance to
which I refer the bird worked the nnfortunate
insect on the thurn with his beak, pushing
amd pressing it down with varvions strokes,
until it was fixed 1o his satistaction.  Bat we
have not vet tinished onr study of Shrikes—
having =till to com=ider their tlight, their voiee,
and expecially their domestic habits.  There
are two very dilerent hivds of thi® conntey
which the Shrike msembles in the relavve
proportions of the wings amd 1il. as well as
in the general conformation  off the baly. -
These are the Mockinghinl, Mimns poly
ylottus, aml the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Jreip-
iler fusens,  Now if we pietire to ourselves a
hird whose attitivles, movements, and espee-
jally whuse mode of tlight, may partake on
oceasion of thase of either of the hinds justi
named, we shall have no wrong idea of the
varied actions of which the Shrike ix capable.
The close general resemblance of the Shrike
to a Maockingbinl ix really remarkable, The
two are about ot the same =ize, shape and
color—in fact. it iz not the easiest thing to tell
them apart at a little distance, especially when
they are tlving. The similarity haglong sinee
Leen sluly noted aml commented upon ; in
tact, Swainzan went 2o far as to make it the
basis “of n strong arcument in lavor of his
fanciful quinurinn tneory ot aflinity, The
mode of tlight, then, ot the Shirke, nwler
ordinary cirenmstances, is necessarily much
the same as thut of g Mockinghivd, Twing
light, wayward awd even nndulrtory, when
the bird is simply moving about at his ense,
or foraging for the humbler kings of prev that !
contrilmte to his support. Yet even uneler j
these conditions there is a certuin dash aluont !
ity giving hint of the #pirit he enn intuse into’
his actions when he eulls hix powers to their,
full display. Then, in the manner of the
Hawk, his flight is  strengthened, firmiy
sustained for long distances, and on ocension )
guickeneld at a prodigions rate 5 the clilax of’
this exploiting being réached when he plunge
headlong after his prey, htling like a vory
Hawk. He is said at times to hover in the
air, just over his intemlad vietim, as if taking
aim before he stoops (o his quarry ; but this
can hardly be o characteristic habit, or it
wonld not have exeaped my attention, [ do:
not remember to have ever witnessed il,i
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thoigh it nead not be doslibed that the action
ix sometimes performed. When not on the
wing, we may observe in the Shrike's habit-
ual attitudes the same blemling of Mocking-
bind and Hawk 3 or rather, the transition from
one to the other, when his air of inditterenee
amd rather ¢ slonehy " appearanee give wiy o
the wartinl bearing which indieates that his
attention iz viveted upon intendal  conguest.
So versatile and animated o spirit as that
which the Shrike possesses neeessarily secks
expression.  There ix no reticence about this
bird, whose hursh outeries we may in tarn
interpret to mean anger and  exultation—the
challenge and the conpuest—while the course
ot liis passtonate life runs on in almost ingess-
ant warfare,  These notes mearn mueh  the
same ax the steidulation of the Kingbind,
in whose temper there ix mueh of kinship
with the Shrike, both being impatient and
aggressive binds,  But wotwithstanding the
wagnitude of his exploits, the Shrike s uet
a very lofty eharncter after all; he picks
many a nealless guarrel with his  fretful
fellows, sl all the petulance of a wilfal,
badly-governed disposition may be traced in
some of the harshest of the eries that greet
It is easy to say, amd quite safe 0
mnke the assertion, that nothing more un-
musical than the Shrike’s notes is often
heard ; and it is wsunl to compare the voice
of thiz bird to the creaking of u sign-hoanl,
or the grating of any other sty hinge. Bt
I smspeet, thongh I nm not o competent
witness in this ease, that those nre right who
aseribe to the Shrike some powers ol song,
limited though they ke, Technically spenking,
the Shrike is as traly Oscine ns the Mocking-
lard tself; and no @ priori venson appenrs
why his notes shoulil not at times be wmlu-
lated with a tanefal guality. Several anthors
have in fact nsserted such to be the ense,
protesting fuirly agninst any sweeping denunei-
ation in this partienlar.  Thus, in spenking
of the Great Northern Shrike, Audnlion says :

,— Thi= valimnt little warrior possesses the

facalty of imitating the notes ol other birds,
expecinlly snch ws are indicative of pain,

“Thus it will often mimic the eries of Sparrows
cand other =nintl birds, so as to make you

believe von hienr them serenning in the elaws
of a Hawk; and 1 strongly suspect this is
done for the purpose of inducing others (v
cume out from their coverts to the rescue ot

‘therr sutlering brethren,
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