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EDITORIAL NOTES.

IN our issue of the week before last we
gave an acoount of & visit te the Lachine
convent and of the exhibit prepared by
the Sisters for the Colunmbian Exhibition.
In the cour-e of our remnrks we stuted
that the foundressof the Order of the
Siaters of St. Ann was a Jfiss Durocher
of Vaudreuil. In that we were mistaken,
as we have since learned : the first aun-
perioress of that admirable order was the
Rev. Sister Marie Anne, known to the
world as Miss Ester Glondin, of Terre-
bonne, However at the time of the es-
tablishment of the community, wuder
Mgr. Bourget, she was a teaclier at Vau-
dreuii. In the Catholic World of New
York—March number—will be found a
very interesting account of the labors of
those gond Sisters out in Alaska. From
Kotzebue Sound to the [sland of Kodiak,
and from the mouth of the Yukon river
to the dreary station ut Kossariffsky, all
over that icy region these missii.naries
bave travelled aund to-day they have three
houses in the territory of Alaska., A
wonderiul result in 20 few years: yet
Faith and P.rseverance enn removs all
obstacles. Here is & living example of

that truth,

THERE are journalists in every sphere
of life; their ranks have been filled
from all the professions and their pha-
lanx has sent men into the highest posts
in Church and State. However, it was
only the other day that a j.uraalist was
honored by the Holy Father, with the
dignity of the Carlinalate, Myr. Louis
Galimberti, has been given the red hat:
he was said to be the only journalist on
whom that mark of high fauvor has been
bestowed. Long may he live to enjoy
the great honor and to benefit the oause
of holy religion !

l"l

“Facts are stubborn things;” but
facts are always irrefutable. We all re-
member with what intense pleasure we
read that graphic story by Dickens,
* Facta.” There was something refresh-
ing about it, for we felt that be spoke of
lilejust as lifeis. Down in Tennessee
there is a Catholic weekly called
“Facts,” and it is one of the very bess of
our many exchanges. What is most to
be admired in its columns is the concise
and exact manner it hita off its ** Factas.”
Like sparks from an anvil at the strokes
of a logical sledge-hammer, these scin-
tillations of Trutha fly around you as

you read. Here is one of them. It con-
tains & wholp vplume in s few'swazds :
Ifthere is agy Hitiabin object In Vyrysidof
humanity b uﬁ‘be ound i‘n the 0 R hie
ex ' priest, ‘|on0 \J‘g.un axlur& o
op 1ni pr-slfna,” § “Mlly real 8. ML
\Buuld_tha’. ‘e cofi -y like Pet " al

BaVY us ; we perishp’ 1¢ L W7

! ; a'.T "!Dl!,]‘iﬂ

Sic transit ! Not many years aglis. -»e
Hyacinthe was one of the most renown-
ed preachers of France. The vaulis of
Notre Dame rang with his eloquent ser-
mons, his powerful explanations of
Catbolic Truth.. Like Lucifer, like
Luther, like othere be became the viotim
of pride: lie cried out non serviam, and he

foll. Fora time his fume was lost in &

kind of notoriety. He 8et np his own
church, he took unto bimself a wife, and
he became a desd!y enemy of his former
Faith. Lately M. Hyacinthe-Loyson
tramped through the United States in
search of funds to support her hushand’s
church. The result of her mission was
evidently a failure, for a notice of
“Lease' is on the closed doors of that
church in the Rue d’Arras, The hus-
band and wife and their nineteen year
old son live in a flat in the Boulevard d'-
Inkerman, in Paris. Hyacinthe scarcely
ever goea out on the sireet. The family
bas ceased to be even noticenble, and the
clusing of their church is probably the
last act in a drama that created some
gensation in Paris, about twenty years
aAgo. The fame that the priest might
have attained has forever vanished, and
in his old age he beholds even the notor-
iety that he sought so ardently disap-
pear forever. Like many another ill-
guided soul he will driit into obscurity
and go down finally, ‘* Unwept, unhonor-
ed and unsung.”

* »
-

EpMuND YATES has been busy of late,
The account of the Qieen’s departure for
{taly ; details of lilfe on the Riyal Yacht;
enumeration of volumes taken to read
during the trip ; sketchea of Jhe prepar-
ations at the Fiorentine Villa; and all
the minutise with which the court gossip
is 80 well supplied, must have taken up
considerable of his precious time. Yet
the editor of the World has fouud leisure
to figure up the guin to the Vatican
coffers as the pecuniary result of the
Pupe's jubiles. Yatea puts the amount
down at $1,250,000, exclusive of jewels,
plate, aud other valuables, which he es-
timates at $1.000,000. He also givea the
following interesting details :

* she Duke af Norfolk heads the llst of don-
ors with an offer ngof §2:0,00, and next coraes
the Emperior Franols Juseph with $2,000. The
Archbishop of Prague apd Primwe of Han-
gury uave gm,nou ench, a8 Lhey cau affurd very
well Lo do, countdering '1hat each preiutehana
1evenue ol over $20,000 a year. The Bohemlan
territorial magnates sen: $60.000, while the nn-
bility of Rutne and theconvents wnod monas-
Lertes mude np $100,000, and $50,000 came (rom
South Amvurica.”

We have no objection to Mr. Yates
making an accurate estimate of all that
the Catholic world haa seen proper to
place at the dispoeal of the Holy Father
on the occasion of his jubilee, It is the
idea that Yates seeks to convey that we
think very unjustfiable. He i3 over anx
ious to bave the public think that the
Pope's mission is one of wealth-gather-
ing. Yet this same Mr. Yates, who
knows so much about British Royalty,

refrained very religiously from making
estimates of tHe| presentsreceived by Her
Moat G#?S%q §thjesty in the year 1887,
whed ! r iuf ige was celebrated. Yet
there,, ., . .-ultto be found in that

grand teiv LLop I' faithful suhjects to their
aged Queen, no more than is there any
wrong in similar expressions of admir-
ation, love and religious loyalty, on the
part of the Catbolic world, when there is
question of the venerable Pontiff at
Rome, Mr. Yatesalso omits to enumer-
ate the foreign missions, -the colleges,
universities, homes of education, refuges
of poverty, sickness, and misery, the far
off evangulical posts in the heat of

Alfrica, that will look to the Holy Father
for support from these funds that the
Catholic faithful have placed in his
hands. He is merely the custodian of
all that wealth, for the benefit of the
Cnurch and of the heathen to be con-
verted.
I"I

Iz the different items of news which
the Star of Saturday furnishes, from Eng-
land, Ireland and Scotland, we find this
very exceptional item:

** A crusade against orofanity In the pubiic
Atrecty I8 belug carcled vu with vigar tn o num-
berof Engilsh (owns, A lnborer st Wisbech
was convicled a week or so sgo of pualicly
us-ing four protane vatbe, and Aaed & stuliing
WUr cach vath /pd ihirteen salilngs codte, Thy
conviciion was vbieined under an act of Geo)ge
1L, which finpases u petaity of oue shitiling per
outh when uuiered by & laborer, iwo shilthuags
whed the offender Iy ubove the social drgres of
laborer and under the degree of geulleman
And five atihliugs for ench outh whea utiure
by & gentlemaa. Under 1the provistons of this
HCL Lire Priat y 18 Lho sume whather the outh I8
titered o & muau’s own premises ur on the
public strects

There are many old laws which should
have lung since been repealed; but there
are also many forgotten statutes that
would be useful were they disinterred
and put intu force. Of the latter, this
one againet profune oaths is certninly to
be commended. We require such a law
a8 that in Cunada. We have enactments
aguiust liquor abuses, immorality, rob-
bery, and all those crimes against the
public peace; but we have nune that
touches upon the crimes against God,
such as blasphemy, obscene lunguage,
cursing and swearing, Yet there is no-
thing more commun than projane omths;
we hear them at every corner. Some
men can scarcely open their mouths
without swearing, They say that itisa
habit and they cannot control it. This
we deny. In presence of ladies—out ol
respect for the sex—they curb their founl
tongues; why not be able to check their
bad Ianguage in the presence of God,
who is always present, and who deserves
at least more respect than his creatures?
Besides, there ia no sin 8o malicious, so
low and 8o unnecessary as that of pro-
fane langunge. The robber has the satis-
faction of carrying off the booty; the
drunkard bas the questivnable pleasure
of the effccts of liquor; the immoral
man has the satisfaction of his passicns;
but the cursing, swearing, profane man
has nothing in return for the oath he
launches at God. Let the law then, give
h.m something! It may curb his habit
for him!

Q"l

On this tax question we find there is
much to be said. Amongst other things
we would remark that the authorities
seem vely anxious to pile on coats as well
ay taxes. We know the cage of 8 retail
merchant, living out Notre Dame atreet
west, who, when informed that he had
to pay the tax, went to the City Hall;
there he was asked for iwo doilars extra.
What tor? For a Iawyer's letter sent to
notify him. He had never received any
such letter. He paid the two dollars
undsr protest, The receipt he got was
for the tax, but no mentivn -of the two
dollars ; and the tax was receipted as
having been paid under protest. Hehad
made no protest about the tax, it was the
lawyer's letter (which he had never re

ceived) that he protested agsinst. On
returning home he found the letter
awaiting him, This seems a queer mix-
ture. Firstly, wa understonl that one
dullar was the fee for & lawyer's letter,
and not twodollars ; secondly, wethought
that it took less than two days for a letter
to be carried from the central post otlice
to the west end of Chabuillez Square;
third'y, we learned that these lewal (?)
costs wouli be refunded; fourthly, we
wonder how the whole business is cir-
ried on.
l*I‘

Tae Toronto Star has the following
very pointed pacagraph. There is a
great amount of truth in it nnd it suggeats
many reflections on [rish landiordizm
that if made practieal use of would tend
to open the eyes of Anti-Home Rulem :

Lot Ireland tight out tts own destiny. We
rerd upan thix side af Uister rising up, musket
in hand, Lo battle agniast the innovatlon, sond
our henrta beal becanse 1hers 8 something
herole In xuch an attitude, But brtween the
lines we resd Lhat in the hamtets of Treiand,
In what s catled the * Gallant. North,' trom
the hard rockn of Lisbelaw ' 10 anywhere

Lhere are thonnands who hve anlv to v rent
that “*my lord,” or * the Cel,” or -t The Cppr '
may Hve ipn luxury, contemptuots of and un
offenRe Lo thone who contribuie to his fotune,

The 1AW 18 oW About 1o strp innud Five them
the retef they have long Yoaked for, aud God
fordld that any decenl maa acquaitnted with
thelr eoudition stiould try and nerie them to

rebellion, merely that & few lnndlords and
purasites in Pariiament mnay profit by 1u.”
L3R
*

A NEW species of religious enthusiast
has made an appearance in New York
where he is striving to ubtain proselytes
to the religion of the Turks. His nnme
ia Mubammed Alexander Webb: his
mission seems to be a renl web of extra-
ordinary contradictions. Not long sgo,
while preaching his Crescent creed, he
invited his hearers to rend the Koran
and then read the Bible; if any one of
them did not find the Kuran superior to
the Bible he would eat the Kouran.
Speaking of the outcome of this great
ghallenge, the ‘* Michigan Cuthalic”
says: “They told Muhammed A. Webb
that they did not think the Koran was
any where the equal of the Bible, and
presented their Korans to Muhammed to
perform his part of the oral contract.
Whether it was that Muhammed's di-
gestive apparatus was not toned up to a
Koran menu, or because his challenge
was simply what is known in sporting
termology a8 a bluff, wedo not kunow,
but the fact remains that the Korana
presented are still untasted by Muham-
med.” The truth is that the Koran isa
dry and meaningless volume. Leaving
aside the question of the inspiration in
the Bible, there is high literary merit in
the volume of Christian Scriptures; it is
& book of prophecy authenticated by
past and present fulfilment; it is a bouk
of poetry lofty beyond the range of hu-
man power to imitate ; itisa book of
bistory such as no man has ever at-

tempted to equal. But the Koran is
simply a huge volume of maxims, more
or less meaningless; a book of immoral
teachings such as shock all sentiment of
civilization ; & book of the Sword and of
Mashomet. Mr. Webb may succeed in
gathering in a few dollars from the curi-
ous of the foolish ; but his converts, we
are certain will not be a menace to the

stabilily of Christianity.




