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CHAPTER 1V.—(Continued.)

and

florence had turned her steps to an almost
aninhabited wing of the mausion, and eptering
o small ante-room, to which she obtained ad-
misgion by u puss-key which she kept in ber

sssession, she enptered & spactous apartuent,
which had not been tenanted for a 'long series
of years. lts antiqua ouken furniture, with
cushions of Utrecht velvet, Wil cnvex:od with
dust; epiders imd. woven their webs in every
ook and corner of the roouw, :mq the tapestry
Langings were in mauy places falling te pieces,

Advuneing to the further extremity of the
rootn, she raised the tapestry, and pressing ber
finoer on a spring which lay c‘once:zlvd in the
waall. the punel flew back, .md disclosad & recess
large enough to allow of 'a person pussing
dough in 4 stonping posture. This was, 10
fact, aue of those places of co_uge:thucnt I\:Emwu
by the name of “pricsts"hldmg ho_les, and
which are still to be found in muny of our old

ns.

ml?:::ence then passed through the aperture,
and making her way through a passage built in
tho wall, at the end of which was asmall arched
door, she tapped gently for admittance, and
was answered by the mild Benedicite of the
cood Father, who. conceuled u captive, had re-
muined within eince the arrival of Rir Rezinald
s Benson.

(fommunding w5 to persoual appearance, and
the qualitios of his mind as noble as the ex-
pression of his countenance, Father Lawsona ro-
oived with a smile the intelligencg of Iflgrence
that the Grange wis now frea of 1ts visitants,
and that the baronet wished the society of' the
good Father that eveuing.

+1 fear, Flotence,” said the priess, < thut
evil will come of this visit of Benson, for, un-
fortunately, he caught a glimpse of mo the
night of his arrival. I did not like his mauner
when we last met. You have heard me spe ik
of the man. 1le was not always the fanatis
£ which he has become for some years past. In
sur youth, and before my own conversion to
the Catholic faith, we wers college mutes toge-
ther, and thouglt, even then, he had a tinge of
yatoseness in his chavacter, no one would have
imagined Le would have becowe one of the
most funatical of men. I funey it was first
adopted to ingratiate himself with Sir Regi-
nald’s father, whose preceptor he, unhappily,
hocame, much to the horror and distross of the
worthy Liady St. John,who was fur from being un
iliberal womn 1w her religious views. How-
ever, my child, the narrow mind of Benson has
never forgiven me the step 1 tookin joining the
Church of Rome; and T min positive that if he
wn bring me into trouble he will not hesitate
w do so. In order, therefore, not to be the
awse of anxicty to Nir Charles, I shall, for =a
short time, leave this place and go to the me-
tropolis, for [ am «uite sure the recognition
? was mutual on the part of Benson as well us
§ iy own." .

When the pricst had concluded, Florence
B wquainted him with the story of her own
i trouble, touching lightly, however, on the por-
f§ tion of her story relating to Sir Reginald. The
B Josuit, however, knew the history of her be-
d trothal, and he warned and cxhorted her against
g the cvil that would infallibly attend hor uup-

#ials should she heceme the wife of one now the
B avowed favorite of William. ¥ You nust suf-
§ fer with others, my child,” said he, * for eur
fot is cagt in troublous simes, There is noth-
8 iy ko be dono but to wait, and wateh, and
B yray lovingly and trustingly thas, in Ged's own
B zond time,1f Fle sceth fit, these clouds may
B pass away, and, as far as you are yourself con-
B coroed, that Reginald, to whom you are be-
B trothed, may become wise in timne, and cast
awiy his allegiance to the usurper for fealty to
his exiled king, As to the mews about your
wuele, 1, indeed, grieve to hear such tidings,
R wondering that William of Qrange can lure him

from his life of peaceful indolence, now to him
k2 sccond nature from the mere foree of habit,
t the busy scenes of public.life. But we shall
j sce. Florence,” he continued; “ we ean, as I
hm"c just told you, only watch and pray.”,

Chen piving her his blesaing, the good Fa-
'@M‘, sver her ¢Smforter and adviser in tho
ume of trial, bade her furewell, and gliding
through the long passages «nd open apertures,
she veplaced the panel and hastened to the
library, in which, as she expected, she found
ber unele sented, elad in a robe of pale green
rocude, made in the simplest manner, Flor-
g coce looked exquisitely lovely. She needed no
extraneous aid to add to the charms with which
vatwio had endowed her, and advancing to the
old man’s seat, even before he was aware of Ler
ipproach, her golden hair had waved upon his
withered cheeks, and a- tenr fell on the for

) oro-
'3“}1 the reverently kissed. - -

* Why, Florcace, my child, what afls you 2"

said the baronet, drawing ler to his side.—
- Why are you in tears ? Do you koow [ am
going to London ?  Cheer up now, or I pro-
nise I will net please you by showing you the
great city during the few weecks that will pass
before you go back to France.”

“Alas! it is that very journey th .t grieves
me, for I have ascertained the cause that
brought Reginald hither. Think twice, uncle,
before you tuke this step.”

“ I huve thought about it, Florence, and my
word is pledged to meet the king. De not
look. I will call him the Duteh usurper then,
as thut is the tera you like bast, 1y loyal one,
But, look you. I'lorence, becuuse I have an au-
dience with Willlum of Orange, I do not, for
this reason, furswear my feulty to KingJawes.”

Tt is, unele, a tampering with houor that
is not strictly honorable,” suid [Florence, i and
may lead 1o grent dissatisfuction in the usurper’s
cause, when all your life you have been inac-
tive for your lawful kings, Ifow ewn I tell
my royal master as St. Geraains that 1my own
uncle has acted thus ?”

« Silence, Florence.” said the old man, in 2
playful voice, yet half aomoyed at the pertina-
city with which Florence pressed her point;

“ 1 will give you no cause for shame, And,
now, I have a question to put to you. It you

feel my ucquicscence with William's wishes tor
an audience, which I could not well excuse iny-
sell from, as kingy' requests are akin tn cow-
mands, you sitmple oue, then how da yuu like

the knowledge that your future Luzhand is tiw:

favorite el the Dutchman, as you searnfuily
oull him ?
anrer towards him, and begged e L inzareads
in bis behualf.”

# Let him win my love by d-smii
court of the usurper,” suid Florenne, o
clow of indignation mantling bev ¢l k. # My
heart may break under the trial b ool

cine

brisdit

never marry St, John, while ha i dho awern > come S S
L uot think would spprove of his nicce joining

friend and favorit: of William of Orange; 2ud
us far as you are concerned, my dear uwvcle. [
shall se0 you enter the precincts of tha hatetul
court with dread and abhorrence, lest unlooked-
for evil may befall you. Whon we are in Lon-
don I shall count the daystill I leave for
France.”

“We begin our journey ie-morrow, Flor-
ence; when we weet next try and put a bright-
er fuce on things,” said Siv Charles, who then
left the roow, auxious to close the.conversation.

For a few moments I'lorence stood in a mus-
ing attitude, then she exclaimned, with a smile
on her face, ¢ Yes, it may be s well, for in
London I, too, shall have my part to play; 1
will see Ashton, and who knows, weak as 1
am, T may have it in my power to zid my royal
ruistress.”’

CHAPTER V.—THH{ CONSPIRACY.

The shades of the oarly Deccmber evening
were fust deepening into night, and a wisty
rain, which had been fulling for several hours,
had now resolved itsell into a determined
heavy shower, gradually emptying the streets
in the neizhborhood of Covent Gurden of the
few wayfurcrs whom business or othier veedful
occupation drove from the shelter of their
homes, to cacounter the miseries of the incle-
wment weather. Closely veiled, and her form
shrouded in the hoavy folds of a dark mantle,
a lady passed rapidly along, uccowpanied by a
young man, whose dress und bearing betokened
him to be of the middle class. His hat was
drawn low over his forehead, evidently with a
wish to shun observation, and with a swift step,
his corapanion leaning on his arm, these two
persons emerged from the friendly shelter af-
forded by the garden wall of the Kirl of Bed-
ford's mansion. .

The house in question was a wonden build-
ing, erected on the site now occupied by the
lower end of Southamypton strect, and the gur-
den traversed thot very spot where the southern
row of the buildings ef Covent Gavden is now
situated. o

«Jlave we ot far to walk, iy good friend,
gaid Florence, who, sccompanied by Ashton,
had on this evening left her unclo’s house, iu
the village of Keusington, thus invelving her-
self in tho porilous enterprise entrusted to
Ashton.

« We are watched,” she whispered, before be
had time to reply, as she observed 2 man, evi-
dently disguised, accompanied by snother whose
features she well knew, now standing beneath
an archway en the opposite sido ef the road,
« T have heard distinetly,” she continued, in &
whisper ¢ the sound of footsteps following our
own for some time past. Tell me, Ashton, aro
we near your home ?" .

« Be not alarmed, dear lady,” suid Ashtan,
in u voice as low as her own; “a few moments
wore, and I shall have the pleasure of seeing
you safely lodged.” . .

Almost immediately, indecd, a turn in the
road brought them in front of the house occu-
pied by Ashton’s fumily, and glancing warily
round he perceived, not without sharing in the
uneasiness of his companion; thut the persons
we havo alluded to were evidently stl}l on @he
watch, -they having lefs the archway in. which
they had concealed themselves.: .

By means of a pass-key Ashton 1gtrod1}ced
his'companion within the house, Their arrival,
however, had beén expeoted, for as he closed

;
i

He left me fuli of surrow at your!

|

l

the doar, & youngy and pretty woman, her coun-
tenance bearing traces of intense anxiety, us
also of joy ab seeing him again, welcomed lis
return.  Then turning to Florence, she said:

“[ fear, Madam, you have suffered much
during your long and hasty walk this iuclement
night,  Let me at ones afford you 2ll the ax.
sistance 1) my power."”

Then, accompanied by Ashton, he led Flor-
enee to w small parlor on the ground fluor, the
wenial warmth of which afforded a pleasant
contrast to the iuclement weather she hid re-
contly braved. A buge log of wond bissed and

rickled cheerily, as it lay in the lirze fire- . :
I - : [ powers each was alike guilty, hat werely be- |

place, beside which Florenee beheld hersell
quickly instadled, whilst om a table, in the
centre of the room, a snow white cloth was
spread, eovercd with several dailunties, nos tho
least substantial of which was 2 huge venizon

pasty.  Covers were pluced feor six persons, und |

Florence was cogitating already as to who ths
other vieitants mighs be, when a fow wp was
heard at the window. Ashton lmmediately
rose, and, udvancing gontly to the door, ad-
mitted two gentlomen, In ene of whom Florence
recoghized u disuffected poble attached we the
court of Wiihawm, but whom she was aware,
from o conversiation she had henrd hetween
hiwself and her wuncle, was playinyg an active
purt inshe ellorts now being made to re-estab-
lisih Jurzes on the threne of Great Briwiu.
This nobleman, in whom the reader will re-
cognize Preston, who played so conspicuous a
port in o plot which involved sowe of the best
aund bravess of the nobility, #s also not u {ew o
the mnat estimable of the clergy, was accom-
Jubed by a gentleman named Blliog, to whom
wonee was @ stranger,  Then drawing near,
{ Preston suid to her, in & tone of surprise ;
= My dear voung lady, i3 Sir Charles awure
vt sear presence umong us? e has become
simosy 2 favorite wish the king, and I sbould

g

our runxs; but if, a8 Ashton informs me, you
lave ruilicient eourage, we ghall duly value the
accession.”

“T um not likely to lack eourage in the
cause of our gracieus king and queer,” waid
¥lorence,  and have already told Master Ash-
ton ; who escorted me to England by her Ma-
jeety's command, that T am willing to lend my
help in vy way in which it may bo made use.
ful”

Ashton then begead his guests to partike of
the substantial fure his hospitality had provided,
and drawing round the table, they did ample
justise to the viands before thuw, conversing
wmeanwhile, in an undertone. o the attemj
about to be made iu faver of King James, A
heavy gloom, however, hung over the spirits of
poor Mrs, Ashton, Tler attempt to smile,
when rallied by her guests, was porfectly ludi-
crous, und more thun once Florence obeerved
she was in tears, and on her husband bidding
her keep up her spirits, she replied :

“ A deadly apprehension of approaching evil
rests upon me; L cunuot sheke it off”

Somnewhat hastily, Ashton replied :

¢ Repress sucl foolish forebodings, Junct.
As for us, who have the work to petorm, it is
essentiully neeessarvy to set abous it in a hope-
ful state of mind.”

The eloth being removed by an clderly maid
sevvant, too deal to listen to their conversatiun,
even il she had had the will 1o betray them,
tho real business of the evening commenced—
that business which had brought together, iu
such closo converse, the noble and the esquive,
the simple Ashton and the high-bred Florence,
with his wile Junet, formerly the richly dow-
cred and handsorue danghter of the wealthy
citizen and craftsman, Richard Dawson. '

« Now thut we have at Jast met, oy lord,”
exelsimed Ashton, let ws decide as to what
will bo the best eourse for us w pursue.  In
less than a month Christmas will be at hand,
betore which tinie we must be out of Kugland.
Mistress Florence, also, must again be at St.
Gormains, and If we defer any longer we shall
find it iwpossible to dare the huzardous stake
we have to play.”

« And whet plan would you adopt?” asked
Lovrd Preston. ¢ How can we best arrange, in
sccreey and silence, to convey to those who
languish at $t. (lermains news from friends de-
voted to their interests ? [ marvel, Ashton, if
even your ready wit has yet scen the way by
which we can effect our object. I funey you
have thought the matber more ensy than we
may chance to find it." '

& Al, wy lord,” replied the brave and gal-
lant Ashton, with u sigh, “trust me; love and
loyalty know nought of obstacles, or if prudence
demands caution and eare in their dealings
with those around them, still they pass on fear-
Jessly to their work, Do not let us grow de-
pressed at the outset, my lord, for, s T just
warned my wife, it will most cffectually pre-
vent our success.”’ .

As Asliton spoke, Ylorence noted the sigh
which nccompanied his words, and observed a
searcely perceptible flush, mautle the oheek of
Lord Preston; she knew it to be the flush of
rising vexation of spirit, at the contrast which
the bold, entbusinstic daring of the intrepid
Ashton, presented to hisown vnoxllntllng.humor,
A shade, too, had passed over Ashton’s fea-
turés, and a something of fear possessed him as

to whether the neble lord was an iustrument
quite fitting for Limself and those whoese in-
terests he had at heart, to deal with; and it
may even be, that with that right onme a sad
foreboding of impending evil, and he could not
but look with contempt on this nublewau, who
having put his hand to the plough, was yet
half-minded to Jook back and retrace his steps,
{ Ah, conld ho have seen the sad future whieh
| loomed so darkly over and around, eould he

| have foreseon that his own head would fill, and

the iznoble peer be saved, as the page of history
shows, und suaved, not because wmore innocent
than  Ashiton, for in tho sight of the ruling

cause, coward like, ke screcned himsell’ [rom
the punishment he had cqualiy merited, by
disclosing ali the windings and ramitications of’
@ plat, which compromised net only persons of
rank snd eonsideration tn Inglind, hut also in
Seotland ! But Ashton’s vicorous wind had
planiicd things mueh more eleverly than Lord
Preston surmised, for e had said truly that
where either woo or loyalty are concerted,
obstacles, are only thought of as things tha
wust be overcome, and  he then nareated low
through a perscn pamed  Burdoett, with whom
he hiad become sequainted, he was about to ke
introduced to a wowan whose husb.ud possesseil
a smack whieh would carry over to France his
lordship, Ashton himsell, Florenee My, Biliott,
and if" required, also any other persons who
wight wish to join them,

“I shull offer,” centinued Ashton, “100
guinens, for the amount of money to be agreed
on shadl not be an object, aud iF I de not mect
the muster of the vessel at Burdett's house, we
have arranzed to appoint zn evening to seebim
at the Wonder Tavern on Ludzate 11, and 1
hope, my lord,” he added, ~w be able to set
sl an she htest, early 1o Deccmber.  These
ure wy preseut arrangements,”’ he added, +* and
s your lordship has honored my poor house so
fur as to muke it tho place of our meeting to-
night, T shall be glud to kuow it these, perhaps,
still undigeated pluns wmeet your approval; for
i they satisty your lordship, they will also have
the kindly [avor of those in whose behalf you
have come here to-night,”

“« Really, Ashton, I do not see you ecould
have arrranged better,” replied liord Preston,
“and now, wentle ludy,” he eontinued, turning
to Ilorence, “will you lot me know at whab
time you intend to seek the presence of Queen
Mury 7 Your worthy uncle,” he added, * had
so easily [allen into the toils spread for him by
the flatteries of William, that the task of in-
troduction will not be a diffieuls one, but trust
mae. you may as soon think of turning the lon's
whelps ws soltening the queen’s heart, it such
should be your idea. Indeed, putting aside
Mary's own evil inelinutions, has not her hus-
band mude it his study since the futal duy on

which Wing Churles decreed that she shoald
I becowe the bride ofthe then Privee of Orange;
Uhas it not, T say, been his eonstant cflort to
| steel her heart against every natural emotion of
Iilial Jove, to deny in her presence ull that she
lhas been taught to considor lLoly. for his own
{ vile purposes, to muke her utterly nnmindful Bf
i ouse and howe affections ? Ay !” continued
Lord Preston, now eurried ~way by the enthu.
stasm of the moment, and by his dislike of
Villium III, so as to forget the miner con-
stderations of sddf love or selt preserva
tion by whieh he was generally distinzuished,
‘“have | not myself heard hin dure to speak
disparngingly of her royal father even when 1n
publie, and revile all thut sho was eyer tauglt
to love.”

Florence, as Lord Preston spoke thus, re-
membered also a certain gpeech which wus said
on good authority to have been uttered by
Mavy; for when the unfortunate James wrote
after her coronation, repreaching lier for having
suffered this ceremony to have heen performed
whilst himself and the Prinee of Wales lived,
William vindicated himself declaring that he
had dene nothing but by her advice, when this
most dutiful of daughters replied with irrvitation,
that if her futher regained his authority, her
husband might thank hiwself, for letting him
go as he did.

Irlorence was aware that from this hour,
James always believed that his daughter wished
some cruelty to be porpetrated against him, and
whilst she pondered over this remark, she
thought, and perhaps uot incorrcetly, that where
there was so much evil of natural growth, there
could not be much required in the way of
prompting by others, but be it as it may,
Tlorence had resolved on finding her way to the
presence of Mary, hoping to be able in some
way or another, though st present she knew
not how, to ba of use to the exiles at St. Ger-
mains, Then to her amazement, numes were
mentioned of persons whom she had little deem-
ed were averse to the rule of William and Mary,
the Bishop of REly, Clurendou, the queen's
uncle and many other persons of consideration
and note, were alluded te as beiug concerned in
the meditated conspiracy. And still convers
ing, they after a short time, graduully arranged
the line of action to be pursued with regard to
the journey to: France, they had some time
meditated, for in Louis XIV all théir hopes
were founded, and without him there could be
no good effected.

‘ - S e cosert
{ Andin the cause of foyalty, Florence had
her part to play, and it was one beset, too, wish
difficulties; none other in fact, than to be in-
 troduced through the means of Lord Presten
and her wunele, to the presence of Mary, and
| oneo within the precinets of the court, to \;'atch
{ and note all thai passed arvound her, to be the
medium for conveying letters, written im
Peipher, to and from the disafiveted nobles whe
i dwelg nrqund the ¢ourt, receiving from them in
roturn missives, which would hereaftor b con-
veyed to France as raoy os their plims were
fully masterad. Not till a lute bour of the
Puight did the porry break up, Rlorenee being
escorted o a sleeping apartuient prepared for
her reception by Jlistress Asbtiten, who as soom
as they were alono, exeluimed, bursting inte
tear: .

“My mind, dear madaw, is tormented with
fear and anxiety, one constant thonshi wormenss
we, it is that this rising will be discovered, and
my hu?‘hzmd Bl victim to the fury of the
(queen.

i With many gentlo words Florence strova te

allay her apprehensions, but her oflorts were
for womo tiwe in vain, und she [l uo small
relief when after Mistroas Ashton had insisted
on her own maid diehovgine for her the duties
of the toilette, weary and fautizued she lnid her
head en receiving wn dum hier stil)
weeping friend, thae ol would nos il to have
her aroused in time to insure hker return te
Kensington, before Sir Chiavles by missing her
from the breakfiast shonl! be wirn that abe
had been from honto,

Wo must now look back into the courts of
the lust two wonhs, tahing up the thiead of
our marrative, frams the mument ot which iy
Charles resolved on visiting London in com-
pany with his nicee,

A wearisowe time indecd suceceded thas
which would elapse cre Florencorconld liopo te
return to Krance, and the days of her sojourn
in London promised little else than restraing of
spiris, unless her busy wnd ever active mind
ceuld Le in sy way engaged by taking part in
the conspiracy which was being so diligently
hatched agniust the present possessor of the
Euglish erown,

Aguin, too, every effurt way made by Flovence
to prevent the possibility of any future muelings
with St. John, unless she was previonsty made
aware that be had hecome a convert oven to
the politigul upinious of her somawhat, imperinus
golf,

Theu too, camo 2 new torment in the perzon
of the vnce timorous old haronet, who now ap-
peared to the excitable Florence, tull of an un-
holy exultation iy the thowshe of s apraroach-
ing preseotztion o Willian; in-deed, bad he aé
onca pledged himscll to the prince of durkness
hiwself, we question il this enthusinstic adherent
of the Stuart ruce would Lave been more shoek-
ed.

In the village of Kensington, then in the
palace of which place Williaw and Mary a4
that time held their conrt, the baronet had
deputed Sir Reginald w hire for his use. a
somewhat handsvme resilence; and flattered im
his old age by the iden of uotice cven from
usurped royalty, though e liad never cared to
recetve or court 1ts fuvor in the duys of his
yogth and strength, Sir Charles really appeared
a3 if bo was meditating urdoing the work of
his whole life, during which he had lived
eutirely aloof from uny interference with poli-
tics,

The ease wagultered now, and fluttered about
the old baronet u coterie of pursons favored at
the Cours of the Duteh mouarch, anxious to
make a proselyte, and entancle in their meshes
tho hitherto inflexible old 'l’npist. AIDODag;
these hangers-on ab the court, was a l':wortite
page of the king, numed Walter Hardine, Ag
te personal appoarance few men of h?s tims
could compete with him; his soubriquet was
* the hundsome page,” and none stopd hicher
i tho fuvor of William than did this youth
who was also well known to and an intimat;
aequaintance of Reginald St. Join; of him we
shall have cause to speak later.

Lt was with feelings of mingled alarm ang
indignation, that Florence beheld the foolish
old baronet full unresistingly und readily inte
the hands of the court parasites, who all had a
keen eye to the influence he possessed g well
48 to the broad acres in the respective counties
of Cumberland and (loucestershire of whioh
he was tho master, and she witnessed the time
approaching for bis presentution at Kensington

v
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with ubsolute horror: meunwhile, her mind

was harragsed at the thought of the distress
which her friends 2t the Court of St. Germains
would experience at the lupse of time which
maust pass before that originally intended for
her return. And she well knew the agony of
apprebension that Mary of Modena would en
dure did she not return at the appointed time.
However there was nothing to be done but wais
with patience, and with this resolve she em.
deavored to watch calinly the present demeanor
of her fickle old unele and his future behavior
and-also to strive by his means to procure ad..
mission to the English Court. '
(Zo be. Continued.)

A Jnva grandee in coming to this countey with,
bis eighty-one children, and wants to sectve boant

1n some quiet family.



