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PART THIRD.—~THE VESTAL.

CHAPTER 1L ~DOMITIAN.

Flavius Domitianus, the twelfih Cesar, was
born 1n tbe year 802 (A. D 51,) oo the ninth of
the calends of November (24th of October,) 1o
a house of modest appesrance, in the sixth
Region of Rome, styled ¢ Alta-Semita,” aod
which was otuate in the ¢ Vicus’ known under
the ame of * Ad Malum-Punicum.’ Tis was
the bouse which be subsequently converted into
a sumptucus temple, erected in honor of the

Flavia race. .

He was the third child of Vespasian, whose
first-bora, a gir), died 1 ber youtb; the second
was Titus, of glorious memory. Domian Lttle
resembled his father, and much less s bro
ther.

Vespasian’s children were bors before he bad
accumulated wealth ; bis wife’s _fa\h?,r, Flavius
Liberahs, wos a simple clerk 1o tte Treasury.
Domtian, during bis youth, suﬁ'erefi therefore all
the privations of poverty ; v;rbich did not prevenl
him, bowever, fram disgraciog himself by leadmng
a hife of disorder and dehauchery.

Vespasian’s fortuné baviog grown, Domnia’n
and his brother Titus were broughi up w0 Nero’s
court. Domitian, like bis brother, was probably
sitting near Britanoicus, wheo this young prince
fell lifeless after drinking the poison poured inio
bis cup by order of the tratricide Nero. Titus,
who had tasted the murderous drink, came very
pear losing his hfe.

Domitian could then learn from Nero bow to

et rid of a brother ; ard [rom the courtiers kow
cowardice disgmsed even the involuatary pale-
pess of (heir cheeks, which the Emperor m'nght
bhave copstrued as a vague reproach for bis crime.
Did Domt1an, at a later day,remember this fear-
ful lesson and wish to imitate it?  The cootem~
porary historians hesitate to charge kim with ths
murder : but 1t is said that be bad hastened tbe
death of Titus by baviog bim plunged in 0 a tub
full of snow, under the pretext of coeling the 1o-
terpal heat of which the moribund prince com-
plained, . .

What 13 certain 1s that Titus bad scarcely
Jdrawn bis last breath, when Domitiao_hastened to
Rome and had himsel{ proclaimed Emperor by

ibe Pretorians.

Like Nero, be showed, at first, an hypoctical

moderation, and his reign bad a bappy begioing ;
but already there could be discovered the
ndiculous and insatiate vamty, the mixture of
vices and virtues which constituted his character.
He was not long showing himself in bis true
light, and revealng bis tyrannical duplicity, his
avaricious greed, his studied cruelty, inspired by
the strange, suspicious fears which ever hauoted
him
From this time bis series of crimes commenced
and contipved without interruption: sometimes
slowly combied and deeply meditated ; at
others perpetrated with the suddenness of mad-
ness. .
He seldom accomplished these murders, how-
ever, without preceding them with a cort of trial.
One of his dearest ambitions Was even that be
should be looked upon as a great and wise judge,
and Suetonius relates of him several instances of
remarkable mtegrity. He often presided over
the Senate aad the courts, and his voice was
never more choked by emotion, and bis hypocri-
tical protestations of indulgence more profuse,
ttan when he attached importance to a con-
demnation.

The Senate, invested by the armed cohorts,
scrutinizad by the Emperor, who counted the
sighs and poted even the pallor of the features,
bad not the courage to refuse. ¢ Nobody,’ says
Plioy-the-Younger, ¢ dared to speak, except the
first ‘called upon to give his opinion ; the others,
mute and passive, made 2 simple gesture of ac
nuiescence, and thust was {bat one slone pro-
“posed what all accepted with great sorrow snd

‘the persecuted wreteh to seek relief w voluotary
teath.

When he had obtained from the Senate a sen-
tence conformable to bis wishes, he gloated upoo
the execulion of the victim and the sight of blood.
He was, .iberefore, even more crue! than Nero,
who, according to Tacitus, ordered the murder,
but averted bis eyes. Under a tyrant so crafuly
sangipsry, aod so anxious to dimimsh the horror
of is crimes by some semblance of justice and
mercy, the wplormers who had been discouraged
by the severity with which Vespasiap and Titus
pursued them, could not fail to reappear in great
pumber apd to act tbeir icfamous part in free-
dom and secunty,

These men became the mstruments of T mi
tian’s power mnd the means of keeping Rome in
a condition of incessant terror. The Sepate,
the army, the priesithood and the magstracy, all
classes of society were infested with these
wretches. Regulus, wbhom we bave seen at
work, was the most dangerous and the most
celebrated among them.

Domttian’s isatizble thrist for gold does ot
seem to have bees a natoral iclination, but to
have grown gradually from the necessity of meet-
ing the exiraordinary expenses oceasioned by
Ins faste for rumous exhibitions, bis manma for
building and the prodigious testivals with which
he frequently eotertarned his people, Some
cooceplion may be formed of the treasures wast.
ed for tke gratificatiop of bis capricions fancies,
from the fact that the gt work alone which
entered io the reconstruction of the capitol cost
over twelve thousand talents, or more than seven
millions dollare,  His palace was of such vast
dimeusions that he received theve an incredible
number of cilizens, to whom he gave the mnst
magnificent eotertainment. In the games of the
circus he bad the amphitbeatre turned into a
vernable lake on which appeared such a large
nurnber of vessels, that a mock naval fight was
given by two complete Aeets. Another time he
employed several legions m plaoting into the
arena full grown trees procured from the neigh-
baring torests, i order to give the people the
pleasure of bunting an immeose number of wild
beasts collected at great expense from different
countries, and let loose in the Maximus Circus.

T pay for these expensive fo'lies, he resorted
to the mast tyranoical exactions and the most
violent measures, But be was as prudeat in hus
spoliations as io ks other crimes,

The mformers besieged the death-beds of
wealthy cirizens to wio their liberality in faver
of the Emperor, and f they failed 10 this task,
the vague allegation of some deed or word con-
strued as affepsive to the majesty of the prioce,
was sufficient ground for the fiscal to confiscate
the mast considerable estates.

Agricola, the father inJdaw of Tacitus, was
obliged, hke many others, to gratify D imitians
cupdity ; in order to protect the interests of bis
family, he made the Emneror the co~heir of his
wife and daughter. Duriog the last haurs of
this great mao, messeng s passing from his house
to the palace of the Emperor, kept the latter
advised of the most minu'e circumstance thal
transpired, so great was Domitian’s fear that this
tmportant legacy would escape im! Tt 1s even
suspected that lie hastened the constmmation of
his wishes by pgwing poison to tlus virtuous
cthizen, .

We have said nothing of Domitian’s infamous
debauchery which equalled the most moastrous
inventions of s predecessors, nor of his religious
fo'lies which excelled thewr graatest acts of mad
ness; neither bave we described Lis ineredible
acts of vanity, nor related hew he made himself
the object of universal hatred,

He lived by bimself, in bhis house, as m a for
tress. holdiog no commupnication with lus family
—whom be hated and always held in great dread.
When be raised she sons of Flavius Clemens to
the dignity of Ceesars, it was more with a view
to self-protection than to favur their elevation.
Cootinually exposed to couspiracies, he wished
by this means to discourage revolutioaary at-
tempts pod show their uselessness, in prescoce of
successors appoiated before-hand, and who, he
thougbt, would prose an 1avincible obstacle to
the amhitious schemes of other pretenders But
the facility with which he afterwarde sacrificed
all s relations, ‘and the remorseless fury by
which he won the surname of * Butcher of bis
kindred,? prove that the ties of blood bad no
power over his soul—it was inaccessible to the
‘mott natural sentiment

mvoluntary tear, hut succimbing to.the shameful
ntimidations of tyranoy.’ L
The facts presented were often vague aud in
significent, but he koew low to give them
Weight by speaking of threatesing conspiricies,
of attempts against his pesson or bs power, and
. of rebellions agamst the laws and institutions of
the empire, When the charges were o trifliog
that they could not be brought -belore the
Senate, be employed. secret. or, indirect means,
such as ‘poiton, ‘exile to-distant lands where death:

He bad some traits of resemblance with the
most odious ot the priaces who preceded him.—
Like Tiberies, he was wicked and sullen ; hke
the imbecile Clandius, .be was weak and irreso—
lute, although superior to-him in intellect : acd
he was as cruel, and more vain, perbaps, than
Nero, of bateful memory. Although Juvenal
-bas styled bim * Nero-the Bald,’ many of the old
writers were.stiuck by the aoalogy existing be-
.tween his - characteristic vices and babits, and
those of Tiberius. -He bumsell seems to bave

awaited the victim, ofmoral tortures which drove

‘undératood that w' the close study of that em-

peror’s acts, he would find the teachings best
adapted *o his own nature; and, altheugh he bad
a taste for books and literature, as proved by his
eflorts to endow Rome wath fine libraries and
with copics of the best works from Alexandra
and elsewhere, he seldon read anything but the
* Memoirs of Tiberms,” endeavoring always to
shape bis conduct and s style according to
those detestable traditions,

Poysically, Domtian was tall, snd his de-
meznor affectedly modest. His featwres had
something idiotic, although ims eves were re-
markably large. His form bad been graceful.
and bis appearance comely, in his south, but e
premature baldoess and obesity bad left httle of
this comehness of face or gracefluloess of out-
lige.

His ekill with the bow was extreordinary.—
the Parthiaps znd Scyibisns, so vaunted by an-
cient writers; the famous Aster, whose arrow
pierced Phillip of Macedoq’s right eye ; Wil-
lram Tell, who acqured so much repown 1n
modern times for having shot an apple of his ht-
tle son's head, would have been deemed wut w-
ferior archers aloog side of Domitian, When
shooting wild beasts i bis retreat at Mooot Al-
binus, b* would sometimes say to s companion :
¢ See, I shall stick two arrows ip that animal’s
bead, i guise of borps.’ And be never faled
to-doit. At other times a young lad would
stand off at a coosiderable distance and hold up
his baad wilhi the fiagers spread open, and Domi-
tian would speed arrow after arrow throuzh the

willingness, snd speaking in a familizr tone which
few dared use with Domitian,

¢ O remarked tbe Emperor, ¢do you still
thiok of that little scratch you got the other
day ? It in the first time that sach a thing hap-
pened to me I* .

*You call this a scratch ? rephed Hirsutus,
with a bitter saule,

And be held up lis band, the middle finger of
which was fearfully torn, the flesh having been
cut to the bone,

¢ What my soo ¥ remarked Domitian, with
somelbiog like compassion jn s vorce ; are
you not yet cored ? Heliodorus, my physician
said 1t wauld be nothing, Why did you not use
the salve sent by Eutrapeles?.... Go, con-
tioved Domitian, resuming his walk, * go, you
will bold up the otber hand.’

Hirsutus made no reply. He preceded the
Ewperor towards the hippodrome. But who
could have studied the poor lad’s face, would
have read there a sirange desire to resenge him
self on the man who daily placed ins life in dan-
ger for mere amusement,

Domitian, busyy with selecting bis arrows and
examining hts bow had not remarked this,

Hirstus was a poor, mishappen creature. His
pear-shaped head was covered with thin, wiry
hair, short and hard Like the hair of a modern
clothes-brush. He owed his naine to this pecu-
liarity.  This peinted head was connected by a
very short peck to an extraordinavy large body ;
his arns were long and thin, and his legs

narrow space without as much as grazwog the
fingers.

But he soon tired of innacent diversions; his
cruelty might sleep but it never died. Since his
return to Rome, Domtian bad amused himselt
in perpetrating certamn jokes, which were wvot
without significance. as indicaticg his gloomy
train of thoughts, We shall cite an 1nstance.

He sent jovitations to tbe principal sepatirs
and knights 10 dine with bim on a certamn day,—
As a matter of course, all came, but the smile
vanished fror: their lips when they entered the
bapquet bhall: the flror, the ceiliog, the walls,
everything about the room was draped ' black,
For each guest there was a small sepulenrel
colvmp b-aring biv pame, and supporting a
funeral lamp, whose feehle rays dimly lhighted
this gloomy scene. A number of youbng slaves,
completely rude, but blackened jrom head 1o
foot, personated the infernal shades  Afier per-
formig lugubrious and frightful dances, they
plared dishes bofore the gnests, These dishes
were stich as it was customary ta offer the dead
1o the funera! ceremies.

- The company, overwhelmed by terror, re-
mained speechless,  D.mitian alone spoke, but
It tvas 10 entertain his guests with iragieal nar- |
ratives and ghost stores. Every one thought
their last hour had come, and ihe diskes reman-
ed untouched. Having well enjoyed their ter-
ror, Demntian commttted his guests to the care
of strange slaves who carried them home
moursing litters

Those poor people had hardly recovered from
their stupor when Domitian’s messeogers were
announced, Was 1t the decth-warrant? No;
Domitian sent to each guest the dishes which
had been placed before him, the sepulchral
column bearing his name, and the sla,e who had
waited on bim. But dishes and columas had
been scrubbed, and were found to be siiver plate
of admirable workmanship : the siaves bad tiken
a bath,and were now bandsome boys clad 1o
rich garments, ‘ _

Noarwithstandiag this happy terminatioa the
joke was little relished, and was loog remem-
bered by the victims,

T'wo persons only were satisfied.
D ‘mitiap asd Regulus.

Domitian was delighted, because be bad ter-
ribly trigbtened’ e courtiers; Regulus, because
he thought the Emperor was getheg roused from
bis lethargy and would soon require his services.
Ue thoughbt right, A few duys after ths, he
received a message from the Emperor command
iog s presence at the Palatie.

Domittan awaited bis coming io one of the
galleries of this extensive mansion : but, becom
ing impatient, at the informer’s delay, de called
for his bow and arrows, and stepped into the
garden. Soon after, an attepdant announced.
thut Marcus Regulus bad arnved: | -

¢ Let bim come here,’ rephied Domitian.

These were

CHAPTER ILl.~ THE LUM'NOUS GALLERY.

When Domitian stepped into the garden with
bis bow and arrows, he bad also called 0.2 loud
voice :

¢ Hirsutus! Hirsotus £

At this name, a boy, " or ratber a young man,
for Le was eighteen years old, came out sud.
deunly from bebind a tree, and approached the
Empegror. -

¢ Hirsutos,! said Domitian, *

go and stand .yo\n.
der, I need a little recreation.’ R

crooked and dragging, making him sliogether
one of the most bicecus freaks of nature. But
a strange hght flished from his eves,and a lively
intelligence animaled this uncouth mass which
was not nolike the bust of some diviity of the
aarient Latium,

Wheace came this singular being 7 Where
was he born? Nobody about the imperial
court, and pot even Domitian himself, could
have answered these questions. The boy had
been brought by a necromancer named Ascle
tarion, wha came to Rome occasionally, 2nd in
wnom Domitian bad the most superstitious con-
fidence, &lthough he subsequently bad him put to
death, for saying that be koew when tue Em-
perar would die.

Hirsutus hardly ever left bis master. Domi-
tian consulted him on the most important occa-
sions, and more than once the appointments to

capricteus whim of ths bideous creature, But
all this, as we have seen, did rot prevent the
Emperor from makiog bim s plaything and ex-
posing s hfe daily. Hirsutus hated Domitran
mortally, but he concealed this feelng carefully
in the hope that ap occasion would present itself
to satisfy it,

When Mircus Regulus arrived pear the em-
peror, he Jound him eogaged mn shooting his ar~
rows between the poor lad’s finger. Domitiap,

waited respectfully untl he should be spoken to ;|1
ao when be addressed him, at last, 1t was mere
ly to call bis atteplion to some skilful shot, and
the Jaoks be threw lim were anything but satis-
fied. Yer, Repulus felt no . uneasiners at the
coldness of this recepticn. He was calm, and |1
the vague smile which played on his lips ex-
pressed great confidence,

Suddenly, Hirsutus ottered a cry of pain; an
arrow had pierced kis band. The poor fellow
ran about, howling with mingled pai and rage,
and trying vainly to pull the shatt from bhis
wouad,

¢ By Mmerva!” exclaimed Domitian, without
the least show of compassion for his favorite’s
sufferings, ¢ Regulus, you are the cause of this
awkwardoess! You bave distracted my atfen-
ton!. .., But let us drop this,” he continued,
throw:ng aside bis bow and arrows. * Come in

rage ; ‘can it be true !

was slone, he bad caused a wide pallery to
cons'ructed with these lumrmnous ulgonees,yinol::
interior of his immense palace, asd 1t was big
favorite resort when he did pot walk the gar-
deos. It wasin this gallery he smused himself
with killing fies, when tired of shootiog arrows
tbe(mzem the fingers of tbe unfortunate Hirsu-
us,

Vibius Crispus never approached this part of
the palace. He feared that Domtian might re-
member bis joke about the flies.

Domitian, baving reached the centre of the
gallery, loo‘k around to see that nobody was near
and casting ao angry look on the mformer, said :

» You are very awkward ! Regulus,’

¢ How is that 7 wy lord,’ asked the informer
respestfully, but with singular assurapee.

" Read,” simply remurked Domutian, handing
bim a sheet of papyrus, which he drew from un-
der hiy purple robe,

The informer looked trivmphant,

Fluis a proclamation, my lord,” be rephed,
without taking tbe document, I need pot read
Meo.. T am already acquamted with its con-
tents. .., Here s a simlar copy !

And the informer handed Domitian another
sheet of papyrus,

‘A proclamation!.... You sad a proclama-
tron 7."‘ .7 repeated Domitian with unfeigned
surprise,  * But this does pot have the appear-
ance of ope.’

¢ My lord, the word may pnt be Very exacf,
But when one knows the object of the writing,
one may, I should think, style it a proclamatiog,
for 1t aims at preparing the mind of the people.’

_* Prepare it to what 1’ asked Domitian, with
vistble anxiety,

¢ To revellion and a change of rewgn.’ repli
Reaulus, blontly, 8 g replied

Domitian bounded like a witd beast wounded
by the hunter’s shalt, '

* By Minerva ”” he cried with concentrated
1 Is such the aim of all
those covert allusions ?  Oh, they shall not sue-

ceed! and T will - make them repeot of their au-
dacity ..., But who is the author P’ he asked,
fixing his blond-shot eyes on Regulus,

* The avthor of this impious project and of

these libels,” replied the informer, 1s Lucius An-
tonws, the general commanding the army of
Germania, who wants to bave himself proclaimed
emperor—lie, or anather, 1t matters little, Here
the first offices of (he empire depeunded upan the {1s, at all events, another dogument of far greater
sigmficance, which does not leave the least doubt
as to lis projects.’

Domitiao jerked the manuscript from the

hands of Regulus, and proceeded to read it with
eager curinsity.
other one, the writer reminded the people of
Domitian’s many crimes; he revealed the frue
motive of Lucius Metetius’ murder, and alluded
sneeringly to the low birth of the man who had
had the boldness to style hrmself a god and to
at first, paid hitle attention to the nformer who ) have is statue worslinped in the cipitol ; he

To this document, as 1 the

nsulted Domitian’s recently acquired glory, by

stating that he hud been shamelully beaten by
the Dacians and Marcomaos, and, following the
precedent estabhshed by himself m a previous
expedition, bad gotten up the cvidences of an

magiary victory by purchasing a large number

of tlaves and parading them as prisoners of war
after having their har and their garmeots ar-
ranged according to'the fashion of the peaple be
claimed to have conquered.
ended with an energetic appeal to the Roman
people, whom he called upon to aid and sustam
the effort soon to be made for the tyrant’s.over-
throw by a oumerous army, which he zonounced
as ready to march an Rome to deliver her from
the yoke of the odions Domitiap. s

Finally, the writer

In order to understond the full wmport of this
proclamation and the rage 1t must have excited

m Domitian, 1t must be knowp that the peace

my gallery, I wish to epeak to you about some
serious matters,’

But we must describe tiie curious gallery into
which Begulus followed Domitian, ere we pro-
ceed to relate their ronversation.
Durmg the reign of Nero, a sigular ston

wag discovered in the quavries of Cappadocia
which has been carefully described by Plny tbe-
Flder in ls Natural History, 'This stooe, as
bard as marble, was at the same time transpa-
rent, or rather luminous, 1t was, for this rea
son, called ¢ pbengyte,’ from the Greek name for
light. Pliny also relates that Nero had a tem—
ple bnlt with these stones, and the light pene-
trated into the ioterior, as though there had
bzeo no walls, ’

Notwithstanding its hardness, ths stone coul?
be split 1 thin layers, like slate ; snd the wealthy
citizens gubsequently used (tbese transpareot
pages in their windows, For glass, alihough
known 1o the Romans and used to manufacture
vessels of various shapes, bad oot yet been made
to papes. . S
~Domitian wished, ike Nero, to turn_to ac-
count” this precious discovery, but for bie owa |
benefit—not 1 bonor ‘of the gods, 'In order

¢ Are you going to hurt me ngaﬁ: P replied

Hirsutus, without " attempting to disguise kis un-

tbat no oue should-approach him unseen when be

which eoded the war aganst Decebalus bad been
purchasec at the cost of Roman honar. "Owng
to D.mitian’s mismanagement, bis expedition ua-
dertaken toavenge Oppius Sabnus and Cornelius
Fuseus, whose legions had been cut to pieces by
Decebalus and Duras, the two Daciay kiogs,
mided by the brave Degys, brother of Decebalus,
would have ended in a fearful disaster, bad he
not averled it by sigoing an ignominious treaty.

The Em?eror, nevertheless, had the mpudence
ot sohciting the glory of a triumphal reception, "
‘and the Senate gave its cowardly assent.

The first proclamation contained ounly idjurious
revelations, the true import of which was more
fully developed in the second. And yet, what
bad most deeply wounded Dowitian’s, vamty .
were the ‘particulars of concerning his humble :
origin and of the murder and incendiarism com«
mitted 10 order to conceal or rather wipe out the
proofe of this origin. Hence bis anger againat
Marcus Regulas whom be bad ntrusted with the
mepageiment of tbis already old aflsir—either the
secrecy or the ability. of the accomplices must
bave been al fault, since the accusation was mow
tran.ped ‘ap 80 baldly, - P T et

But the Emperor foresaw the coming of grave -
events ; and bis resentment against’ the jaformer.



