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HOLY WEEEK AND EARTER IN JERUBALEM.

————

{ Continuned. )

On the following day, laster fiven, we wit-
nessed the truly remarkable spectacke of e
coming of the JHoly Fire, the one great blot, it
seemed to ts, on the observance of  this holy
seasun.  Many people sleep in tire chueh the
whole of Good Friday nighy, and keep their
places until thres o'viock  the tollowing day,
about which-timz the  whole ground floor, oi
every avilalte i of space, s covered with o
surging crowd ol Greek Cliistians, Lbe great
majority of whowm are  Russian peasants, cach
one carrying @ candle, or o bundle of tapers un-
Nighted.  Not the floor only, but every gailery,
wid every stone, or beam where there 15 stand:
iy rouny, Is alive with spectilors, many oi whom
such as the Russian Consul, are present official
by in special places ressived for them. Looking
down from a ga fery in the dome, the scene 35 a
wild tumalt of esvited nioise and gesticulation,
The whole multitude  are clappang their hans
and shouting what souuds like * Salu if Messia,
sidu ™ in a recurring  rhythmic chant, and «
refrain,  beginning  * Yaihood, yathood,” was
constantly 1epeated, bang, as |oonderstand. a
call tu the Jews, somcthing in this stradn, 0
Jew, O Jew, Christ has cone W save ty @ weare
rodeemed by 1Hs Blood, and the Jews wre con-
founded ” - win'e the » Tai, Mewaah, il wits
repeted over and over agan, Suddendy arose
aowild, simuhtancons shout and o clanging ot
Dells, and an the sune moment o tash of e
leapt o from o comud hole in the wall ot the
chapel over the JTloly Sepulchre, This was
caught by thoae ncarest w it and amid a wiid
struggle nnpossible 1o describe, men and women
fighung funously (or precedence, the fire ran
from taper 1o wper, mopes were Jet down {rom
the galieries drawing up bundies of lighted tapers,
and 1 an ineredibly stort tme, almost instait-
Iy, as it scemed i the  eacitenrent, the whole
building 1rain Noor o ceilling was a twinkling
blaze of hight, “I'he smoke rose inadim cluiad,
and from the galleries the seene, veiled e smoke.
with these thovsands of Lghts twinkiing through
1, formed s most extraondimary spectacie, Wiin
the dirsc flash ol tre every bell anide amd out
side the Holy sepulcine hoowed, and clanged,
and rattded, aod so wild was the cacitament thit
une Greek monk uear ey dropping his wonden
hamier, pulled off bis shoe, aod haunneeed the
bell surivusly, Dot the fuees of the poopie weie
most wonderful, Prally heavy, carcavorn [
aian peasants, as they  put their hands in the
thune of their bundic ot apers, aud washed as
It were, ther faces and breasts with i,
imbued  with e most mtense jov, their Lices
beaming  with delight and satisied fiappioess.
for they believe 1t the fire deseends straghn
from neaven, and ix wirnenlously kindied i the
Scpulehie, torgetul of the presence ol the Greek
and Armennon Patriarehs, who are iocked there
. There s a reward o guinea for the tiest
who carres the tire to Bethlcheny, and this race
15 always Keendy congested. It altogether
sadand paintful spectacle, ‘

The celehration of Yaster Foerusateny i H
Tormice by the Greek Chureh witle great it
resreness amnd beautv, The Chineh of the
Holy Sepuiehie s open all neght oy, and \'cr\'lf
soott adter midnight every varous coioared gold
and sitver tamp and every caadic i thie Chleh
of the Huoly Sepulchre s dighted, surrounding
the Chapel of the Sepalelive wider the dome wizn |
twinkling gems of lighte “Uhe huge tpets bl
tng betore the chaped, aud tie numberless lamps |
huug and sturg from piliars aod galenies, il
the whole bulding with glory and beauty, The
Greek service bogims with o solemin procession
of all the Greek choristers, moaks, prests, and’
Bishops, Dbefore the Pavriarch of Jerusalem, ail
vested with the utimost magniticence of the P!
wrn Chuehs the Patrare’s white vesimonts !
sparkiing widh gold and costly jewels. About
e o'ctock the Litwrgy of St Chrysosiom s
solemnly begun, aud s continued  with vanous
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incidental observances unt’l the day dawas over
the city.
all one’s life, that carly ceiebration of the Re-
surrection morning ve:
ments, the solemnity of the serviee, the antiquity
ot the Hturgy selly the constant processions,
the numbceress lights, moving
incense, round aned round the Chapel of the
Sepuichre, the strange and almost barbarous un-
musical monotony  of the Greek chant, broken
ocaisionaily. as in the Credv, by the strangely
sweet and most plainuve miic of the Russtan
chioir, who assisted at the service by special
penmission, the Patriarch limsclf @ most impres-
sive figure, his grand feaures and long grey hair
and Deard (it up by the six candies that he
carried, three i cach hand, in o curivusly
wrought candiesticks, with whieh lights he con-
stuntly  Dlessed the people  and, sirangest of
all surroundings of such a scene, the double Jine
of stoiid  Lurkish soldiers, armed with ritles,
and in (ull unturm, standing shouider to should-
er teom the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre wothe
adtar steps of the Greck Central Chapel, keep-
ing Luck by man foree the packed mass of Rus-
sian lgrims and spectators, that crowded every
foot of standing room, and who, without this
assmistunee from the authorites, would render
the service absolutely impossible. Let uthers,
Wthey will, visit the offence of the Holy  Frre
upon such g celebration as this, 1 coud nao
help thinking that these unhappy excrescences
with soon die and fall away from this gloricus
BUIVICU, Whost Reyitote, coustantiy rucuning m
the deep-toned voi v of the Pattiarch, nude
Iumony wigh every Christan hest wansugheilt
the worad.

AL deogrly the blessing was given, and tie
Bishops, presic and the guests ur the Patriarch
went with him w breaktust. 1 Hett the bulding
in the carly worning hght with ahmost & sunse
of the unrealny of e sieeping world around the
witklog  Clhurch, 1 returned 1o my house,
climbod the steps o the housetop, and three
stood entranced at aoseene ol wondrous beanty.
Tue wanmg Paschat moon was simking towards
tic woeatern sky, hghung up  the domes and
minarcts of the ey wifaaguict radinee, . From
one ot e domes over the Holy Sepuichre tlamed
Goitge tery cross that lad boen biroteg stuce
madinghe Haosway up the dim and rosy cast-
tern =ky gilttered o glonous phinet, while the

fong, purpie ridge of Oavet was shoply eutlined

against ine dim, goidun dawn o that marved-
ously e Svran aunosphere. Fhe ity was
iniensety sideni, and 1t secmed that, beyond the
walls there, the wonien even now wight be hurry-
fug 1o the Sepuichre oo fad it enpty and the
Lowd arisen from the deads Who can desenbe
sich tines s these 20 Toey can be tels, hut they
cantot he taparted by word or pen,

At Lter Ume on doasier Dy abont ceven
O'clors, the Dacrniicin, with the l‘-i.\hu]l.
deacons, monks, and choristers, and visiors,
passed m lll'n('c.\'.\i()n once maere from the Pati-
areh’s house through the streets, with ngits and
vestments, to the ohure. It was a0 wondertad
sight 1w fook down apon. “The red. fecoverad

heads of the crowd dosoked almost ke a huge!

Jower bed in toe court outside the chiurch doors,
as the sulemn procession moved slowiy througa
the midst, chanimyg the Litany of the Resurree-
Lo,
red rose petads, which they showered i handiuls
upou le processiol, and  these touting down
added 10 the charm ot the prctare,
bration that toliows 15 calded the * Lopra roa
cpdrreddne, from o the custwom of singing e
Gospel, verse by verse, i dutferent languages.
Various pricsis were plaved at ditierent pans of
the chureh, some on the sereen over the high
altar, one in a gatiery, one v a high pillar, aind
NUBKE The tirst verse ot the Gospel was sung
m Greeke A bell sounded, the same verse was
sung in Latn, the beil again, then the verse was
sung m o Spanish. German. rench. el inoas
many languages as possible, ali round and about

Thne cele-

S0

It was a sight to be remembered for | throughout the world, and,

The bLeauty of the V(':S[-Ibcing read

amnid clodds of

priests,

Peopic on toe housetaps had baskets of

the spread of the Gospel
last of all, an un-
rumble announced that the verse was
in English. 1 asked the Archiman-
| drite afterwards why he did not sing his English
« Well,” said he, # I thought that n the
lways read your services,
The effect

' the church, to signify

lovely g

!verse.
. Lnglish Church you a
iand I wanted to do it properly.”
was most peculiar. o

The difficulty in describing these services 1s
inot to continue, but to cease. [ write from the
isuburbs of the city, away from its bustle and
hoise ; and I hope that the beautiful Spring
fowers of these new Jerusalem gardens, the
clusters of banksias, the bushes of darker roses,
the scented waliffower and mignonetie, the
'ivincs putting forth their young lcaves, the or-
ichards glorious with blossom, anl the young
‘wheatfield s, edged with bushes ot golden
¢ hroow,” with all this beauty and fragrance ot
'the new Jerusalem may be a harbinger of the
'more glorious future that is already dawning
upon the Holy City of memories.—Scoltish

Guardiai.
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THE ASCENSION.

The Ascension of our [ord was i strct ac-
'cord with the words by which he had been pre-
i paring  his disciples to expeet it.  He had be-
;gun to speak of it as far back as the conversa-
Ylion recorded in the sixth chapter of John when
he said, =1 am the living bread which came
This wave offensc, and

{duwn out of heaven.”
they thought it a hard saying. To their murmur-
I"ing he replied. * What and if ye shall sce the
“Son of Man ascend up where he was before?”
As the time drew near, he spoke with greater
| distinctnesss : 1 go 1o prepare & place fir you.
“Whither I go ye know. Greaier works than
I,lhcsu shall ye do bzeause I go 1o the Father.
I go away and comie

'Y have heard bow I said.
‘:1g:1in unto vou. If ye loved me, ye would
'T'le:)i(f!: because | said, I go unto the Father.”
"And when their minds were bewildered, ques-
Ctinning what he couwid mean by the phrases, ‘ a
flide while” and ¢+1 go to the Father,” he said
Svetmore plataly, 1 came forth from the Father
and am come into the world ¢ again 1 leave the
Pworld and go to the Father”

' Then on the eventful morning of the Resurree-
L ion, when Jesus showed himself to Mary in the
'g;lrdcn and she was about to worship him, he
Letid wnto her, T an not yet ascended to my

)J";Hhur : but go to my brethren, and say unto
!lhl.‘h]. I ascend unto my Father, and your
'father ; and to my God and your God." So
“elear are these  statements, that if the history of
"his dife had closed with that interview, our con-
“clusion would Dbe that he had ascended 1o hea-
“ven with the body which had slept in the tomb,

But the Ascension is not a matter of inference.
for 4 chosen few  were permitted to behoid it
CThe cleven He had given
them reason to expect his withdrawal.  Before
his crucifixion he had “leen with them” by
day and by right, in the crowded stree’s and on
the scashore, and in the desert place.  After his
Passion  * he showed  himself alive” for forty
davs, and as that period drew near tod close,
he zave them commandment not to depart from
Jerus:lem, hut to wait for the promise of the
Father, which they had heard (rom his lips, and
which would be accomplished before many days ;
and then, as it they realized that he would not
long tarry with them, they seized the opportan-
ity 10 ask: ** Lord. wilt thou at this time restore

were with Jesus,



