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MISSION FIELD.

[ From the Spirit of Missions, N.Y.
for Javsary.]

THE MISSIONARY PROBLEM
IN CHINA.

The dimensions and significance
of the Missionary problem in China
grow upon the thought of the Coria-
tian world from year to year. All
things conridered, this is the field of
supreme difficulty, and at the same
time it is the field of supreme inter-
est, The Chinese are manifestly
the governing race of eastern and
central Asia; their nationsl quali-
ties and their geographical position
make them 86 ; they evideatly hold
the key to the future of almost one
‘halfthe unevaugelized peoplesof the
giobe; 80 long 94 they remain with
out the Gospel the great bulk of Asia
will be pagan: when they are evan-
gelized, the contnent will be Chris-
tian and the world will be won.

Special attention hus heen called
to these considerations, and added
weight has been sttached to them
by the Missionary oonference af
Shanghai, last May. There wore in
sttendance at this co- ference 430
representatives of all the missionary
societies established in China and
for more than two weess the pre-ent
state and future prospects of this
work were under &Escusnion. Pro-
bably never has u more motable
g her:ng been beld on missionary
ground, and it affords plain proof
b.th of the importauce of the work
in hand and of the ability of the
men who have it in charge. This
conference, besides doing much else
that is of grea. value, united in
oalling for an addition toihe present
force of 1,000 new laborers within
the mext five years, aud eent the
appeal broadrast throughout Chris-
tecdom May the cry be heard
and -he laborers rally even bey:nd
the measure of this brave appeall—
Rev Dr. Judaon Smith,
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THE WAIL OF MISERY AND
HELPLESSNESS.

Duzring the last 256 years by the
growth of geog:aphical discovery. by
tte intreprd work of the Missionary,
and by the ndvance of linguistic
scionce, tr.bes and nations hitherto
unkuown have been brought before

nd their social and relig-ous
condition presented with & vividi ess
whioch was before impossible Every
year also adds considerably to the
stock of our knowledge, so that the
Churoh, by the very omrcumssances
of her position, is being made in-
croasingly conscious of the awful
state-of 1he hea.bon worid. In for-
mer years weé m:ght bave pleaded
ignorance, but now the wail of
humsn mise'y and helplessness,
with multiplied intensity, eeems
borne upon the ear, and the ¥:sion
of the night is not simply, as in St.
Paul’s (ase, that of & single suppl ant
of Macedonia, but an appalling pic~
ture of crowding milliovs who are
the slaves of lideous superstitions,
of nameless cruclty, and of un-peak
able degradation. They seem to
rise visibly before the mind; they
baunt vs with their piterus expres
sion of spiritual hunger, and amid
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the pleading accents of their many
tongues we seem to hear, with a
distinctness whick cannot be mis
taken, the cry, ‘ Come oyer, and help
us’; come and lift us from the pit
of corruption ; some and strike off
these galling fetters that bind us;
we have waited in vain for centuries,
do not prolong our agony, hut for
the love of God, for the’ debt of
gratiwudo you owe to Christ, come
and set us free.—Rev. J Hustace
Brenan.
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FIDELITY TO TRUST.

The Rev. Dr. Battershall, in a
commubication in the ** Churchman,”

pays & well deserved tribute to the
business world for the honor which
it puts upon fidelity to trust in
ransactions among men, and he
makes good uwre of this theme in
ca:rying it still higher and claiming
that this law, which s business man
observes in regard to his fellows, he
should no less observe in regard to
G d The summing up of Dr Bat-
tershall's axgument is in this sen
tence: ‘The possession of faoulty
and the possess:on of wealth bring
a man under the law of stewardabip
He holds them in trust for God's
uses. To have s power and use it
se.fishly,in the Christian conception,
18 a forfe ture of trast. One has no
more right to make or spend money,
ignoring the law or claim of God,
tﬁan he has a right to break his bar-
goin on the exchange,’ and he adds;
+*Many honest men have need to
revise their moral code on this
point. The world and the Churoh
call for men who recognize to the
full the law of fidelity to trust, and
who wear unsullied the spurs of
their Christian soldiership, Inshort
the Christian in bueiness will carry
into 1t the most imperative touch
and the widest sweep of the law of
Christ. Whatever his place and
work in the world, he will use it for

the outplay of his Christisn man-

hood and the upbuilding of the
Kingdom of God on this earth,’
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