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Special Notice.
8UBSCDIBERS INARREAR8 are respectfully

requested to remit at their earliest conve-
nience. The LABEL gives the date Of ex-
.pirtion.

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY.

Fza. 2nd-Purification of V.M.
6th-Septuagesima.

"l1th-Sexagesima.
20th-Quinquagesima. - (Notice of Ash

Wednesday and of St. Matthias.
23rd-Asz WnnsmnY. (P. Pas. M., 6y-

32, 38; E. 102, 130, 143.-Com-
minat ion Service.

24th-Si . MATTRuW, A. & M., Athana-
sian Creed.

27th-lst Sanday in Lent.- (Notice of
.Ember Jays.

LAY CO-OPERA-TION.

"Ai» thebac' IA one and bath insu>' members, and a]]
t* e mebor of te body, being many, are ane body. sn
aiso la Ohrlat. Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem-
bprs mn partetaulr."-1 Cor. Il, 12-27.

W.e have here that uell known characteristic
illustration of St. Paul, which ocurs no often
in his opistles, yet which i never used in the
Gospels, wberein he tells us that the Church is
the mystical Body of Christ; a Body, of which
Christ is the Living Soul Who inspires it with
life the Master Mind Who thinks and directe
how the various members shall act; and as in
the one body there are many members, but ail
the members bave not the same office, so, St.
Paul.-telle us, is it with the Church. Each
momber bas its own particular work assigned
to it by Christ. There are diversities of gifts,
there are differences of administrations, there
are diversities of operations, but through ail it
is.one- and the self-anme God, dividing to every
man severally as He will, and setting some in
the Church ta be apotiles, others prophets,
Othere teachers, then miracles, gifts of healing,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Here then we bave the full thought of St.
Yaul; it is (to use bis own language) that " we
are laborers with God."' And the more we
strive to enter iuto and realise its meaning-
naking bis higi ideal our own, the more we,
discover.how true lu it, bow satisfying it is,
and howinspirmng a conception it givs uns of
our own life-work and duty.

It sone of, the chief thinge we Lave to ho
thankful for in tbis nineteenth century that
Sie Church of Christ is .begiuning to awaken
to thishigh conception o! ber work. As the
ugiverahîty;of Christ's Kingdom becomes more
pdp.ore aruIng thought, we , behold a corre-
eOnding change in men's appreciation of thoir

Christian reponsibilities. The days are pass-
aPgiws anwhich theroe.asthat atrong , lins
»fdq n-çtion, .between:theclergy aUd -laity,

h j! .> 4h. datter looked apon the Church
as the peculiar bdy, of the former,
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throwing the "hole-aburdeuvoSthe Church'sa
work upon theministoe ef Chr-ist, and stand-
ing aloof from itas a matter'.in*hich heyhad
no interest, care or rèsponsibility.L The day is
fast approaching, at*lesat iii Xngland and Amn-
erica, when devout laymon are finding that
they bave also their;Fart t, bear in the spread
of God's Kingdàm that through lack of their
active co-operation the. Oburoli bas 'been, im-
poverished il the past, and hat th.ex,.withtheir
peculiar gifta, practibal ep.erience of lifb,,and.
personal influence over men, are capable Of.
wonderfully enriching theChurch of the future;:
while the clergy, on the .other band, arediscovr
ering that lay ca-operation le a great but'
hitherto almost unexplored mine of spiritual'
wealth.
. Exactly how and in what ways this wealth
of Christian effort cain best ùtilised, we ean-,
not adequately forecast, but thus much Wp
know, that the pathway -before,us is going ta
be one of ceaseles discavery, that as ,the desire:
to enter into some kind of Church work devel-
eps among the laity, new oppoitunities for do.-
ing that work will crowd upon us thick and
fast; and that, as the number of lay-workers in-,
crease, achievements will become possible
which are utterly undreamed of now.

Very noteworthy are, the changes that bave
have taken place lu the Church of England
within the past few yeare. IRead. about the
work that the laity are doiug and see. how; the
clergy are. depending on their belp in the
Church's parochial missions, in her-temperance
societies, lu her free readiug-rooms, eoffee
hoses and workingmen's clubs.. Mark the way
inwhich she is reaching theiowest classes
through their ministrations, and, through the
efforts of sncb diocesan lay-helpers associations
as that which meets hore to-night; and.there
you bave a harbinger of what the future will'
be.

Thank -God beis is a cause in whieh of ail the
religions bodiesof Christendomour own Church
is most.fitted to take the lead. ·

If she emphasizes the authority of the priset-
hood, and has been stigmatised as narrow and
bigoted in past days for so doing, it bas been
only bocause she bas realised se deeply-the re-
eponsibility of the clergy as spiritual leaders.
It i just because Our organisation le lo com-
plete that there is not another Church or Chris-
tian denomination which makes s .o loud a cal
upon laymen to stand side -by aide with the
cfergy as]aborers together with God, and -af-
ferds so large a sphere of varied activities for
lay co-operation.

Witness lhe way in which she calls upon
thon to bear their part in the public worship
of the Churob. Her service is a service of com-
mon praise and common prayer, in.which the
cengregatione are expected, ta officiate almost
an much an the minister himself -nd unions
they do so, joining beartily in the responses and
the singing, and thus bringing out the full in-
tention sud capacit of the Prayer lok
service, that service alwayBsneomes lifeles sud'
cold.

Indeed, the difficulty in the past bas notbeen
that the Church has net made room enough for
the laity, but that the laity have not arisen to
the full sonne of thcir responsibilityasmembers
of the Churh. The one thing needful now for
each und ail to realise that the Church's work
is their work ; that every member of the Body
of Christ bas his own peculiar offle-his own
especial work to do fer» God, and that for the
discharge of this daty God has committed to
him a particular gift of the Sprit,

One may not at first discern what that es-
peocial work or that particular -spiritual-gift is,for God leaven ns to find out these thingsefor
oe-selves, and the only.-pathway.to suoh.dis-
covery is expefience. XBegin to .de somo-work
for God, .however·smallit may be; enteruupoù
it withi-a yoe; do itzwith faithpdo"4t with
¶ourxignitand yoe.wilLaoon1 Snd thattGod

aa lcefortyourtoffil I *
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Here; .theni- the fcat requaise-a simple,
earnest willingneus ido theind of work for
CJhristwhich Godhasitted as todo best.

Tho senodtroquisite diumility. Hundreds
arehold 'badk4from Churth work by pride.
Theyfeartbe driticism o fthe world; they ·are
ashamed to stoop downý tu little acts and words
of love wbich the world ddspiases; to be a ser:-
vant of servanfè:for4fssns'sake. They iould
'be iling4o'{li s-largq-place, where their dig4
nitynwoId ànot 1eufforJbnt they rebel against
takingthe:lowesttpl4ce. At i thus- that our
oye.ssre :blinded totrnth. It is humility that
nueblesa.nd this very pridexwhich dwarfh and

belittles uts.M hosoever will'be chief among
you;said 1our-Ioiîda "let hlm be your servant:
eventasatheSonof:Man. came not tO be minis-
tereduntèybUt to-minister, and to giveêHis life
arransomifor many" ;.Theomost majestic scne,
the- sublimestsight everwitnessed in this
lower .worldwas-when, onthe night before the
Crucifixion, the Everlasting;Son o God kneel-
ed:dowa; upr.th.eflooriof the upper room and
washed His disciplinas' feet;, Brethren, the
one thought -that shquld be in our-minds in ail
this wark fbr God- is, not what we should mont
like to do or be Most ashamed of doing, but
how and where-we can be most usefu 1.
. The nextrequisite is-self-saorifice. The very
fact that one does God's work for Eim and not
-for. ones self4that he is to ain no selfish end
by it, andAthattoengge in it ho muet give up
some-portion of hiqpse or selfish pleasure, is
the reason whys.> fe* of the.laity are willing
to nudertake it. Yet. here again behold the
blindness of,the human. beart. Nothing that is
done for self otttl4te its little day. Nothing is
real or eternal bu tthat ,which ie done for duty
and for God. Chritwas only appealing to an
eternal truth .when ee said - " e that ftndeth
his life shall lose it,,and ho that loseth- his life
for My sake and the'Qppel's bsall find it."

Lt is indesd trae that the lawyer and the phy-
sician, the lbusiness rnan and the tradesian,
sud, -abOoa ai, the jparent, basý bis higi 'voc-
cation of:God in hi own. calling, provided.that
what he-does hedoes "in the Name" and for
the sake "of the Lord Jeans." A-id St. Paul,
yoa remember,,.reckous healing, helps and gov-
ernmenta amongthe gifts of the Spirit, but it is
also truethat these are the mon of ail others,

ho, tbrough their, self-discipline and experi-
ence, .are most :needed as ,holpers .and lay-
workers in the Church. Ho who has the most
to do le always: the man who can do the most.

I know how hard it is forsuch men to devote an
.evening a week, or even in the month, to
,Church work,-but_ the very sacrifice or self-
denial that such an effort coste brings its own
great blessing with it both uponthe work and
the worker.

Sud if such an one asks: " What can I do ?"
Gad's answer i: "Neklect not the gift that ie
lu thes.»

SSt. Peter said ta the lame man: "Silver sud
gold haveI noue, but snob as I bave give I
thee," ànd his gift was worth more to that poor
cripple than ail the silvcr and gold of the
Temple itself. So It iay be with ne, if we stop
thinking and mourng over capacitiesand ad-
-vantages that we.bave not,. and begin simply
with what we have.

And what,.think you, is the groatest of ail
gifls that one has ta Jhestow? Have you
ever considered, what that influence is
which accomplishes-most in the.history and
growth:ofbthe Church7.. It la the gift and the
influence of huma»ympaiy ,

When a mnn sys: " I am not fitted to be a
Sunday-sclool or 'Bible class teacher, or a mis-
-sion',worker- oËr ne who can Bpeak even to the
poorest.mostxegnrant'wayfarer about Corit,"
:doyou not aeewhat hold-ehm .:backr? ceis
thi .oflaimuelfenotiof¾thoee whaaeed:his
hel. etathos&irit ofself-scrifice. If
heiwbtId onighblotsouê hattought orgelfpis-
ing above - his mlf.conaoiousnes, and uimply


