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Ikcpt together in the parish. The moment the
VMather dies the children are Tost to the Church, not

From 2 telling sermon by the Right Rev, ¥, 1. E bcc'uusc. they have no attachment to her ;\_nd no
Huntington, D. D., Bishop of Central New York, | delight in her services, but beeause n their pre-
the following forcible arguments are given against, sent altered f"“”df“‘)” they cannot afford to keep
the pew-renting system ; up the rents.” _

“One of these ¢vils is that the system virtually; “No ‘practical sense’ can make this system ap-
cuts off from the sound of the Gospel, and from all - Prar to the world cither Christ-like or consistent.”
the Heavenly helps of the Church, a portion of: D )
every population. Whatever the impression may ! 1Nl IORD OF GOD.
be on the part of those who seldom come into, _
contact with the neglected classes, the further you™ W believe in the Seriptures as the word of Gon

THE PEW RENITNG SYSZEA/.

{
'genius, drawing walls and towers and spires into
;ripening grace and proportion, along the tired pro-
feess of the centuries, will not the Holy Word, that
Hinest music of the heart, that sublimest temple of
i thought, require for its composition the presidency
of a single genius, able to impress with his own
thought, and inspirc with his own mind, every
;workman that wrought upon it ?
' U -y P e

‘ JINISTRATION OF WOMEN,
i

. The Bishop of Durham, a little while ago, de-
Mivered his primary charge to the clergy of several

go into the investigation of the facts as  they are.
the more you will be convinced that, by this and
kindred causes, men who are our brothers, men
for whom Christ died, both foreign and native-born,
are alicnated from the Christian faith, and are lap-
sing back into a practical Paganism in the very:
centres of our civilization.  Providence has putin
the way of some of us the means of gathering
many proofs on that precise point, and they are.
such as to make any Christian heart heavy,  Tak-
ing city and country together, not more than two-.
thirds, probably not more than onc-half, of the
adult people in health, will be found to bLe atten-i
dants on any kind of public worship, or tendering
their Maker any thanks for Fis mercies.

“Why should I -oint you to any city but your:
own? You sce them yoursclves every Sunday, if,
your eyes arc open.  You sce wanderers on the
pavements, with listless faces; strolling, lounging !
men, unharnessed from their weekly toil, who'!
saunter or doze away the sacred hours, unvisited:
by any refreshing thoughts of their hard life, or,
one bright interpretation of it from the Prophet of .
Nazareth.  You see wives and mothers, not un-;
mindful of the deep mystery of life, who vearn for
the consolations of Gon's House, yet have not)
courage to penetrate the array of unknown forms:
that flow in and out at the sanctuary door.  Think
of eleven hundred juvenile offenders arrested for
crine inone ¢ity in a single vear.  Read the re-.
ports of the chiefs of police, sounding so much like
the gloomy Dulletins of some  desperate discase.
Children innumerable are growing up who can re-
peat neither the Lord's Prayer nor His command-
ments, who can give no account of the person of
Juesus Christ, and have not the faintest sense of
their relations to a spiritual world.

“Again, taxed seats alienate the sympathics of
undecided minds. and furnish the skeptic with a
sneer. I have before me a lucid statement of just
this wrong from a citizen of one of our large!
towns, He says: |

“tHere are 2 multitude of young men and
young women, in stores and offices, constituting
the hope of the country, not able to rent a pew,:
but able and willing to pay i wecekly offerings all
the real cost of a single scat; we virtually close!
our doors against them; we not only deny to
them the blessing of consecrating to Gon a por-
tion of their daily and weekly gains, the very
habit of which would alone be sufficient to protect .
them against the temptations of vice and irrcligion, |
but we compel them to feel that the Church of:
Gow has no sympathy for them or with them, and |
no disinterested, generous, unbought and  unsel- |
fish concern for their salvation.  Here is a father,
a member of the vestry, loving the Church, con-!
tributing liberally for her support, and providing
liberally by the rent of seats for all the members

Cbecauwse of their stracture wand interior farmony. (rural deaneries in the Cathedral of his diocese.

The Bible occupied well on toward two thousand | An interesting feature consisted of the Bishop's

Cyears in the course of its composition ; is made up remarks on the subject of the “Ministration of

ymelled  individuadity,
intervals of time as to forbid conspiracy and col-

cof more than sixty distinet parts, contributed by as

many as forty separate authors. These anthors
vere drawn from every social condition,—kings,
courtiers, shepherds, fishermen,—uand marked by
every degree of mentalattainment and endowment,
Fach author develops his own  theme, preserves
his own idiosynerasy, occupics his own stand-poing,
uses his own terms and phrases, employs his own
grammatical constructions, enriches his composi-
tion with his own distinet graces of style, and
stands Lefore us i all his own rich and untram-
And yet, writing at such

lusion, the result of their work is not many hooks,
but one book, a bhook so intensely one asto receive
from us the designation, The Book.  The Bible is,
i all s parts, one i ils aims, one i its principles,
one in its characterizations ol Gon and man. It
writes in history and in prophecy, and yet enun-
ciates the same truths : in prose and in verse, an
meuleates the same lessons ;i Ivric and didactic,
hut falls into no contradictions,  We have only to
realize the casc with which men fall into differences
of upmion regarding the nearestand most common-
place matters, to appreciate how much s denoted
by the harmony of Scripture writers in matter most
reticent and profound.

This accord of high idea ranning through a per-

1ol of Lwenty centuries requires something for its .

explanation.  There is nothing like it elsewhere.
When an orchestra of forty musicians playing cach
his own special instrument, rendering cach of them
notes that are unlike those of any other player, and
vet the whole orchestra producing associate elfects
whose distinetion is their harmony and unity, we
know that somewhere some one mind has worked

governingly upon these forty musicians, thar they

have severally tuken their direction from him, drawn
their impulses from him. We cannot think of an
harmonious result without thinking of one master-
mind as its ground.

When we sce forty masons engaged in putting
up a building, cach covering a small space of wall,

and the structure daily growing under their hands ;

inte a finer and more meaningtul perfection of form

and serviceableness, it is an casy inference that

some one mind in @ comprehensive way covers
the entire ground.  And still more impressive docs
the sovereigmty of the master-mind over the work-
man become, when, as in the instance of certam
continental catbedrals, the structure has been built
stowly up through centurics, and one controlling
genius swept the entire interval of five hundred
vears from foundation to finial.

And if the orchestral rendering presupposes be-
hind it one creative mind that wrought the ora-

Women,” which were as follows ' —

. As [read my New Festament, the female dia-
“conate is as definate an institution in the Apostolic
'Church as the male diaconate.  Pheabeis as much
fa deacon as Stephen or Philip is a deacon, and un-
ul this female mindstry is restored, the Church of
England in this diocese will remain one-handed.

i “Feeling this strongly, [ laid the subject Defore
ithe mecting of archdeacons and rural deans in
SSeptember, 1880, The result was the appoint-
rment of a committee on ‘Woman's Work,” which
reported early in the following year. 'This report
recommended  the introduction of the office of
Cdeaconess’ in the diocese in accordance with rules
“approved by the two Archbishops and most of the
' Bishops some years ago ; and it still further  ex-
pressed the opinion that ‘an institution for the train-
ing of deaconesses in the diocese of Durham is in
every way desirable)

“Qur hands have been so full of late, that the
sworking out of this scheme has been delayed
hitherto; but T trust that it will occupy the serious
attention of the diocese forthwith, and that at the
‘next visitation satstactory progress will be report-
e, In no direction can the resources of the
-Church be developed with the hope of more im-
mediate and  abundant fruit.—We may find some
dificalty in defining  the precise line where St
Paul's prohibition (1 Cor. xiv. 34), as interpreted
in the light of other passages (1 Cor. xi. 5), fixes
the limits of the woman's function as a religious
teacher 3 but in the philanthropic and charitable
work of the Church, which 1s her proper sphere,
her capabilities are inexhaustive.  To utilize this
great resource, hitherto undeveloped, to include
“within the organization and to endow with the
blessing of the Church the latent potentialitics of
sself-denying sympathy and love with which woman
.is s0 richly endowed—this will be a truly noble
alm to set before our eyes.  No witness of men
'will plead so eloquently for Christ as this silence
of woman's inobtrusive but boundless charity.”

e e e
T Bishop of Central New York, (Dr. Hun-
-tington) lately said of the tendencies of the time :
“A Chnstanity without a Church, a Church
 without 2 Creed or gifts of grace, a Creed without
weumenic authority or a divine Incarnation, an
tIncarnation without a 'I'rinity, a Trinity without
tnersons, a personal Gon without a revealed reli-
[ gion, then o religion without Gob, and finally man
swithout a religion—these are the casy steps by
“which in our time and country men lose the faith.”
(“You can discover,” the Bishop adds, “where the
nominal Christianity parts with Christ, and deism
-hands it over to the idolatry of the senses or the

of his household, and so long as he lives and ' torio ; and if the Cathedral at Cologne, that ora- | brain ; the one being at last just as much materi-

prosperous in worldly business, the family are’

torio in stone, implies the workings of a single

‘alism as the other.”



