
AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 55

sheltcr of its pleasant music. On the farthcrsideof the Ring
once stood the old Recollct Churcb, long ago gone the way
of ail Qucbc-to ashes. Under it were buried the early
French rulers. One of them, Count de Frontenac, wvas'ext-
led as governor by Louis XIV., because lie found favour with
Madame de Montespan. His proud, bcautiful countcss
rcfused to follow hier husband to thc New World, and the
sturdy old Gounit braved out ten ycars of solitary grandcur
in the castie. In the ruins of the church wvas found a smail
lcadcn caskct containing the Count's heart. Tradition says
that the baughty lady declined te receive it wvhen it reacbcd
France, saying she would flot take a dead heart that -tvas tiot
bers wvhen living. It wvas returned to Canada, and now rests
with the body under the French Basilica. History confronts
us, turn wvhich way wve will in this rich stronghold of the North
se rich in its past so unique in its present but whose future
is unccrtain. To return to my beautiful window view, of which
we neyer wvary-the St Lawrence, wvith here and there
a sail, winds far down toward the sunrise with the purpie
contour of the Laurentian Mountains against the horizon.
Achates secms te value them chiefly because they are the
oldest geological formation in North America ; but to me
not being scientific, tbey are an ever grewing mystery as
tbey recede to Hudson's Bay-an unbroken wvilderness where
the bear still hunts for blueberrie- and the caribou tosses
bis shapel3' antlers.

We were shown one house plainly bearing the scars of many
winters. that bas a anortgage on it given before the Conqucst,
and handed down from fathcr te son and grandson. We
always regard wvith respect a littie stecp.roofed house opposite
the hotel on St Louis street, wvhere Montcalm bcld his Iast
council cf wvar. It is now utilized as a barber's shop. A
fcw steps beyond is a low ding>' bouse with Indian bandi-
wvork for sale. Here General Montgornery wvas brought to die
that ill-fated December night a century ago. His sword


