Memoirs ¢f Frederick Baron Trencks

te the emprefs, as an ardh herstic, who
never would be faithful to the houfc of
Auttria, and only endeavoured to obtain.
the inheritance of Trenck, that he mighit
devote himfelf to Pruffia.’ :

Incenfed by his refufsl and condudly
Frederic at length contrived ‘to catch him,
and he was confined in a narrow dungeon,
with fcareely fufficient mouldy breal to
fatisfy the ravenous cravinus of hunger,
which became fo preffing and intolerabie,
that whenever he cloted 'his eyes, and
fought forgetfuine(s -in fleep, luxurious
tables appeared before him, and fremed to
mock his waking mitery. Ja this ftate he
continued eleven montid, undermining bis
cell, and contriving to interzit an oid gre-
Radier and a Jewef in s fate ; buc his
well concerted fcheme proved abortive,
through the treachery of a concealed 1py;
the atfpdants, who wero traced, felia fa-
critice, as did his filter ultimately.

We cannot help digrefling a moment to
animadvert on Frederic s c:ucity whoie
vengrance extended to schell’s brother,
and I'renck’s r-tations ; the inpocent Were
tonfounded with the guilty 5 indifcrimi-
nate anger overwhelmed all in one euin-
mon ruin,

The natural confequence O
efforts, was clofer confincment : Thedifii-
Culty of keeping him in a cage only tend-
ed to fimulate the king, who himfelf gave
brders for a new cell to be conitructed, and
irons forged. 'The new dungeon &t the
Star.fort, was fooner finithed rhan ‘Tienck
had reafon to expect ; and Ke was remo-
ved to it the very night he had fixed on to
ﬁ/ and fwim acrofs the Eibe,
Saxon fronticrs.

¢ At night, when T was pr
T heard a carriage ftop before my prifen.
Oh, God! what was my (efron what
were the horrors of this moment of de-
fair 1 s he locks and bolts refounded, the
doors flew open, and the jaft of my poor

to conzeal my

£ his rath

epariog to fiy,

remaining  refources was r
Knife, ‘I'he town-major, the major
ot the day, and 2 captain  entered §

he light ot their two lan-

1 faw them by t
rés they fpoke werd,

terns,  ‘i'he only wo | \
¢ drefs yourtulf.;” which was’ immediately
dove. I ftill wore the uniform of the re-

giment of Cordova. Jrons were given me,
waich [ was obliged myfelf to faften on
my wrifts and ancles ¢ The town. major
tied a bandage over my €Yess and, taking
me under the arm, they thus condu&ed
m:rothec:rriage'. 'j‘bccarriagc,atlength
flopped, and 1 was brought into my Rew

was taken from my

cell, ‘I'he bandage !
eyes. ‘The dungcon was lighted by a few:
torches. God of heaved l—=what wcre my

‘feclings, when 1 peheld -the whole floor

to gain the.

41y
covered with chains, 2 ‘fire-pan, an! twe
grim men Randing with their finith-hame
mers |
* - . =

¢ To work went thefe engines.of defs
potifin !—Enoraous chains were fix:d od
ray ancle.at one end, and at the other toa
ring. which was incerporated in the wall,
‘T"his ring was three fect . from the ground
ant only allowed mc-to -move about tv-o,
or taree fest to the rightaad {cfe. Thoy
next rivetted another huge-ironring; ofm
hand's breadth, round my naked body, te
which hungachain, fixed into an iron t;ar
as thick as a man’s arm, This bar w;:
twe feet in length, and at 'ea¢h’end of it
was a hand.cuff, ‘Theiron collur round. ary
neck was not adsed until the yesr 1756,

* * " . *

¢ No foul bade me good-night 1 All r8a
tired in dreadful fifence j—and i heard the
horrible grating of 1cur doors, that were
fuccefively locked and botted upon me,

¢ rhus docs man at by his feliow,
knowing him to be -innocent, having te-
crived the commands of another man fo
to aét.

¢ PDay at lengt
was its fplendor

Y (I

h returacd-+But whese
? Fled !==1 bcheld it not
—Yet was its glimmering obfcarity, fufft-
cient to fhew me what was my dungeon.

¢ In breadth it was about cight feer; im
length,-ten. Near me once more ftooda
night table; in a corner was a [eat, four
bricks broad, on whicl 1 might fit, and rs~
cline againtt the wall. Oppofite the risg
to which I was fattened, the light was ad-
mitted througha femicircular aperture one
foot high, and two in diameter. This
aperturs afcended to the centre of the wally
which was fix feet thick, and at this cen-
tral part was a clofe iron grating, from
which, outward, the aperturedsicended,
and its fwo extremities were again fecured
by flrong iron bars. My dungcon was
burtt in the diteh of the fortificacion ; and
the aperture, by whicly the hght entered,
was fo covered by the wall of the rampare,
that, inttead of fiading immediate paflage,
the light only gained admiffion by redeca
tion. ‘This, confidering the fmalinefs of
the aperture, and the impediments of gra.
ting and iron bars, muft nceds make the
obfcuricy great; yet my €yes, in time, be-
came fo accuftomed to this glimmering,
that I could fee a moufe run. 1a winter,
however,; whea the fun did not fhine into
the dicch, it was eternal night with me.
Between the bars and the grating wasa
glafs window, with a fmall central cafe.
ment, which might be opened to - admit
air. My night table was daily removed,
and befide me ftood 2 jug of water. The
pame of LRENCK was built in the wall,
iR



