beautifil siplicity, in the infancy ‘and rising strength of gévetnment,
‘In history, in’ poetry, and-in arts, v G RN :

On:a foundation thus sxmple_has‘.beéh‘iféﬁredt-h‘e grea

) ¢ t'system “of . -
universal jutispruderice, collecting in its slow progréssion:the ‘wisdpm .-
of ages’;—a ‘system 5o intimately connected with: history, as'to - make
it impossible for you, of any ofte, to understand'its prirciplés, without
recurring to that stage of society -whein the tind was‘only - qualified " -
for sowing-the seeds of libertys - We "lave’ reason'to thank Heaven, . -
and to bless a 'sdil that may justly be'cdmpared to"the river *Nile; ‘in
spreading a° ferfilitj every wliefe. around-its noble'source. | Peérliaps,

. too, thére cannos b a better criterion fir comiitig at ‘the’ tric history . .

of.a people, than by attending-to their:laws dnd customs throngh 'the

channel 'of history. ~ Ahd‘can’the niind réceive: d nobler or more’ ele-:- -

vated fratificdtion thai it teceives in attanding to-liistorical deductions -

of law, to the: final - establishment of -an enlighteng&d, polity,”to the " . :

completion of those principlés:of liberty which. exalt- the human char-" . -
acter, and *which have made“us in. particula¥a-nation'of freemené
The veason is exercised in discovering-latent ‘causes; and /tracing ‘ef- : .
fects through along and numerous train of nice, yét: beautiful ‘depen---
dencies..' The English law. cannot be acquired i a liberal and polite
mannet,-neither caiv jts admirable constifiition be understood without
‘an attention to the historyand: principles 6f the ages which gave life
and vigour to both, i "o ooty e T T e
Lord Kames, speaking of the historical pritici ples 6 aw, hasthé follow-
ing heautiful and apposite resemblante of it-to the river Nile : “Wheén:
we enter upon the muniéipal law™of any eountry-in its'present. state,

‘weresemble a traveller who, crodsiiig the Delta, loses his ayathongst .«

‘the numberless branches of the Egyptian: river; but when” we begin: ~
at the source, and follow the current of law; it is in that course no less

easy than agreeablé; dnd all its reldtions; ‘and: dependenciés are” trac.
ced with no greater difficulty; than ate the many ‘streaws’ into which
that magnificent river is diqided;héfor‘e itis lost in the sea” In-a sit-

uation thus bewildered you will find yoursclf; unless: you begid with: 1

the history and ‘original.sources of English law. You must trace - the:
feudal system,—attend-its spivit, genius, and consequénces, to the ages
" that witnessed its. meridith sway,—carefully:peruse - the ‘history-bf
this strange policy from the Congueést of thé latter end of the reign-of
Charles 11., when a statote was made for the abolition of military teh-
ures, the great pillar “of the feudel system.: This statute gave it‘a
mortal:blow;. it fell we hope torise no more. In-your Jegal progress
you’will observe many. of its vestiges in-our’ present juridical code.~—
Much’of our common law is deducible from this source,” particularly
the laws- of . descent, aiid' theréfore cannot be’ explainédy in a'schof
ar-like and rational way, without a'strict. aequaintance with'the Iaws
introduced by the Congueror.  We- depreciate * the  government of
“William .on account of ' its despotic cansequences, yet we' enjoy “at
this hour Jasting advantages from it. - The-English. constitution rises
before, the eye in solemn’ grandeur and majesty, but it-is, neverthe~
less, fourided on a basismade of various materials.  Much was added.
to the magnificence of its'superstructure during the feudal ages.  The
foundation stone was “only laid by -the hand of the immortal Alfred ;.




