
eautiful simplicity, in'the infanby and sn~ strengthoöfgdee nmcnt,'
in hiet'ory, in poctry, and- in àrts.

On:a foundation thus simple has beenraread the gieat systeàir i
universal jurisprudence, collecting in ità slow progression the isdbi
ot agee;-a system so intimatèly connected with'history, àto maké
it impossible for you, or a'ny. onei to uîderstand its principles; Withoüt
recurring to that stage of soôiety .iiheb the inind was ónly qúalified
for sowing the seeds of libertÿ'. We have reason'to tliankE Heaver,
and to-bless a soil that miiay justlybe'cmpared to'the river -Nile 'in
sprea'ding a fertility every wliere, around'iti noble source. Perhaps,
too, there cannor bea.better criteion fir onitig at the' trie history
bf a people, than by attending-to theirlaws ind.dstôêms througli the
channel of history. And can' the niihd receive à nobler or more elé-
vated gràtification than it eàeiiies in attending ta hlitórical 'deductions'
oflaw, to the final -establishment of an enlightenëd, polity, 'tao the
completion of tho'se'p-inciples of liberty which exalt the human chuar-
acter,:and -which bàve ulade ius in particulaàaation of freemeen
The reason is exercised in discòvering-latent caises; and 'tracing ef-'
fects through a long and nuinero'us train of nicé, yèt beautifula'depen-
dencies... The English law cannot be acqtii-ed in a liberal and polite
nanner,.neither can its admirable constitition be understood withûot

an attention to the liistoryand principles afi the egès vhich gave life
and vigour to both '.T

Lord Kames, speaking ofihehistoîcal Priniciples n aw,hasthe follow-
ing beautiful and appositeoebance af-it to the river Nile "Whéà
we enter upon the munieipal law any country-in its present state,
we resemble a traveller ivho, ci-osig the Delta, loses his ivayamongst
the numberless branches of the Egyptian 'river; but ivhen we begin
at the source, and follow the cu'rrent of lav, it is in that cour§e no less
easy than agreeable, and all its relàtions; and dependencies are tra-
ced with no greater difficulty, than a-e the many streanms into which
that magnificent river is divided, before it is lost in the sea." In a sit-
nation thus bewildered you wiil find yoursélf, unless you begiii with
the history and original sorces af English law. You must trace the
feudal .system,------attend its spirt, geniusi and consequences, ta the ages
that witnessed its meridiah sway-carefully peruse the histarybif
this strange policy from the Conquest of the latter end of the reign of
Charles Il., when a statute Was made foi the abolition of military ten-
tres, the great pillar of the feudel system. This statute gave it ua
mortal:blo; it fell *e hope to rise no moré. In yaur -legal progress
you'wilLIobserve iany of its vestiges in-our present juridical code.-
Muchaof our common laiv is deducible froin this source, particularly
the laws of descent, aid therefore cannot be explaindy in a scliol-
ar-like and rational way, without a stiict. a.quaiùtance with the laws
introduced by the Conqueror. We depreciate the goverament of
William on account 6f its despotic consequences, yet wea enjoy 'at
this hour lasting advantages from it. The English constitution rises
before, the eye in solemn- grandeur and'mnajesty, but it is, neverthe-
less, founded on a basismade of various niaterials. Muc was addMd
to the miagnificence of its' superstructure during the feudal ages. The
fqundation stone was only laid by the hand of the immortal Alfred;


