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“PRIMROSES.-A PENNY A
BUNCH.”

BY MORLEY.

A knot of flowers faint awl sweat,
Frogeriony ool updifted,

Auel, s spell tubls on the streot,

T TN seente 08 shifted )

fustewd—~creon meadows, azure sky,
A bmaklets sitver flowing;

Rt sun wud <shaslow litcing by,
Al priinrose bieds a-blowing !

These: fair pale ctars ! How they reeat)
The stremnler’s shining shalfows,

Tt brown hulvashes stenight and will,
ite hurdocks and its mallows;

e fatien tree that eheckoed it floud,
fre dripping fringe of eresses,

Andd these sweet primrose- olnmps that stoorl
Nichedd i its green peecsses!

Avros-my torehend, as T stand,
Sl e are coming, going—
A breath of Aprii oler the Lt
. From breezy aplands Blowing:
They earry e af worse and hroomn
Roamd riszeed hillsrdes wrenthing,
OF e dogshes think with bloow,
Ot cawslipa hotney hreathive,

The roar of wheels sl
T viry s ~tyite wrd hu;

Fusresed, § e the tiedd lay,
Fotivac the yonng bgives rustle,

The sunnsslrpat Npred rain,
[ake tairy 1o v Ul

The nw s w Qeve’s tendder plain,
The tusty theusl's calling,

Fawny—

Hope bronthes about e as L pass,
Now e, new joy expres<ing:
The doeay Blisbes theoaei the wrass,
Al ; PShed pressis
A passin rojews
A runburst foliows a
With duisnonds goems ti: entinge vave
Avdd Hghts the Brosdo with lunshiter.

It babbles, babidea, ns it goes
Adows the hill-ble <Hidnee,

By terny nookiets, it thows,
And How'ry coverrs winding,

Abaur the ) 110 gnartod root,
P <ileer | el

Witere, wlifimn'yt pottned the viant’s foor,
Shiou ot the pate primroeses,

AL By, U volew of Spring,
O ittine <nu andd shadow,
O papingd swalin
Youne grovio?
The liviae Prosent =lips uw
The sended Past unejoses,
Wh i eity street to-day
1 the fir=t primroses !
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MATTHEN ARNGLIIS INFLUENCE.

Crivicisin to thoe ]mpnl:lr mind often appears
tatheran idle and unprofitable 1ok, sigmtizant
i ita resulbts and the sphere of minds wanting in
oriiginadity. It seems ewsv to praise and atidl
o bLame the works of sther men which may
b qrtite b yvond the eritie’s own powers of per-
forpianes. To some people, a eritic Is merely a
prrson whao s lulill to tind out whether a book is
readuble, or wopdcture adidable, or music worth
hearing, and whese general busioess is to save
profde the trouble of reading or taukiug fu
themastves, Bt a eritic’s frue function is sowme-
whut icher than thiv; he can stimulate men to
think, as weloas think for 3l ;) he may be the
isterpreter that bringsa great mind withiu reach
of Tess ot syl enables untrdned oen toun-
derstawd and nse theiv great tewhers, by making
them sensihle to iotluences urknowu before,
The tre critie does potsay t “head this and
admice that 1 aceept this anthor or artist on my
autherity 7 bt he reveals 1o the careless or
ivnerant world the seeret of the author’s or uy-
tist's power or greatiess, the souree of his
charm. the strength, or Leauty, of grace, of Dis
work 3 he flumintes for his reader what he
inared or was only vagnely canseious of betore,
and enables im by awakened perceptions and
gickened sensibilities 1o diseaver tor himsell
boaniv wnd power, wherever it may be found.
This 1~ whit Mr. Arnold has dote in the sphere
of literary criticisny, and oo one has done it more
admirably and more delightfully,  No eritic has
mare sminently the quality of Hluminating his
sbject and giving o sizniticauce ; wo eritie has
wmwre delicate it for discerniog tine and ex-
quisite minds and waking the public feel their
charm ; no eritic has o more unerving fuculty
for pereviving subtle and retinel shades of
beauty atd perfection, and making them living
and tangible,

Mr, Aol poetie gifts, giving hing sensibi.
lity and sonie fmagination, s complete train-
ing and his wide knowledge of Titeratuse, muke
his eqpuipmment for this departinent of eritivism
almost deally perfect. The @ Fesays in Critie
cism "’ ure ungestionably bis book, if an author
is to live by one book.  In this little volume
there is a searcely o Hue that is not valnable and
delightful. 1t is eriticism at onee penetrating
wd sympathetie, whers satire and praise are
enrefnily mo h'ated and wempered to exquisite
deticaey 5 the very essence of the matter is dis.
tilled in a style of great perfection and chanm in
which the grave defects of Mr. Arnold’s later
and more controversial manoer are only some-
times lightly shadowed forth, lTtis a very habpy
tonch when he savs of the faenbty of naturalisti
interpretation in Keats and Maurice de Guérin:
“Phe natural magie is perfect ; when  they
spoak of the world, they speak like Adam nam.
ing by divine inspiration the creatures,”  The
closing lines on Kugénie de Guérin show as well
as any other passage an instinetive mental fasti-
diousiess 1 She was very ditferent from her
brather ; but she, tog, like him, had that which
preserves o reputation,  Her sonl had the same
characteristio quality as his talent, - distinetion.

Of this quality the world is impatieut ; it chafes
ngainst it, raily at it, insults it, hates it ; it endy
by receiving ity influence, by uundergoing its law,
This quality at last corrects the world’s blun-
bers and fixes the world’s ideals.. It procures
that the popular poet shall not finally pass for
a Pindar, nor the popular historian for a Tacitue,
nor the popular preaclier for & Bossuet.  I'o the
circle of spirits marked by this rare quality,
Mauriee and Fugénie de Guérin belong; they
will take their place in the sky which these in.
habit, aud shine close to one another, fucida
sidera,”

11 passaues like this the volume abounds, and
the essays on the Guériug, Heine, Joubert, Marcus
Aurelins, aud that on *“ Pagan and Medisval
Religious  Sentiment,” are masterpieces; the
es<ave, O Translating Homer,” contain some
of Mr. Amold’s most valuable poetical criti-
cism,

To the young student of letters, this little vo-
Lime may be almost a wde snecian, not only
from the value of the individual judgments and
eritici-mg, but beeaunse its effeet on the young
mind is most stimalating and fascinating,  The
young reader often wanders in some perplexity
through the wide field of literatute, told that
this or that author belongs to the first, or se-
cond, or third, rank, charmed by this writer or
repelled by that one without knowing why, feel.
ing bewildered in the presence of the great ac.
cumnlation of human knowledge and the endless
records of the hmman mind, without even ex-
verienee of life to serve as a prctical test of
their value. To such youuyg readers, criticism
Like thewe , s little arbiteary, so little
technical, —criticisin that penetiates the spirit
as well ws the letter, and shows a fastidious sense
of the value of ideas as well as words, —seens
a kv thar will epen many o doer that ad be-
fore remained shut.

Asa writer on political and religious topics,
Mr. Arnolil's services have been lesssubstantiad,
anid in controversy he is not a genial adversary,
He writes with more anthority on Homer and
Lis translators than on Mr. Bright and his Free
Prade policy, —with more weight on the intle-
enee of academies than on the question of “mar-
ringe with a deceased wife's sister.” In this last
he sees ¢f the Philistine passion for forbiddeu
fruit and legality,” as the dissenters nrze in
favor of the measure the sanction of the Boaols of
Leviticus, and “instead of vermitting their
ming and consciousness to play {reely around the
stock wotions on the subject they allow their
relutions in love aud marriage in the nineteenth
century to he setthal for thew by an Oriental
and polvgamous people whese king had seven
hundred wives and three hundred concubines.”
We cannot help feeling that literare fastidions-
ness may obscure liberdd and wise judment when
a man gravely declares that * God is disserved
amd displeased by doggerel hymuns, in singing
which a man disobeys the law of his being ;"
or deseribes Christianity as ** the wmost delicate
of literary problems,” and orthodox divinity as
wnense Hterary misapprehension.” When
Mr. Arnold writes that *“the blumders of the
Puaritsns and Jews had the same caose, 3 want
of tact to pereeive what is most really wanted
for the advancement of thelr own professed
ideal, - the reign of righiteoustess,” we recall
La Rochefoucauld's zuving that the fanlt of very
clever people does uot eonsist in not being fine
enouygh, Lut in being too fine,

Mr. Arnobd's latr manner has not the charm
of his earlier prose writings., He has becoms
almost as fond of formnlie as his adversaives,
the pasitivists, themselves, and his frequent nse
and eceasinnal abuse of personalities to point
his moral, together with his constant attitude
of Tofty disdain for the modern British pablic
aml it~ cherished ldeals, have made him a far
from popular teacher.

Of Mr. Arnold’s poetiv wifts, there is not snace
to sprak. 163 enongh to say that -* The Flay.
ing of Mursyvas, " The Forstken Merman,”
©Thyrsis,”” and ove or two other exquisito
poewns, show far more than the mere cultivated
tasteof the man of lettersand the practived hund
of the “made” poet. Although the futellectunl
element i Mro Arnohd's portry is certainly
more proninent than the crentive or imaginative,
vet from its sensibility, it refinement, and o
certain sympathetic, melancholy grace, and a
must delicate appreciation of the value of words,
it has a greater charm than the verse of some
maore highly gifted pocts, and has had a strong
Faseination for at least this generation, whoese
longings, and dissatisfactions, and perplexities,
it refleets aud perhaps fosters to an unfurtunate
tlvg‘,'l":t’.

Mr. Arnold will doubtless find i America
much than will offend his taste, - -much worship
of the Phitistine gods, material prosperity, pro.
gress and success, and the ends that men eall
Cpractieal.’ O “Baht"” we may have some-
thing, though in “sweetness” it is to be feared
wa are sadly waunting., Bat Mr. Arneld will also
tind in Ameriea many warm admirers whoe will
ackunowledge with enthusiasm their debt of g
titude for his influenee awld teaching, even if
they de not quite aceept his “gocpel of cnlture”
as the salvation of the race, but believe that
sametimes ¢ knowledge cowes, but wisdom
hingers."’

NATHEN ARNOLD IN AMERICA.

The cminent Faglish poet, eritic aud essay
ariter, who is at present onr visitor, will be the
obieet of unusual attention from  people of
thought and culture during his sojourn in the
econntry.  Heisa sound scholur, an advanced

thinker, a keen satirist, and withal a sevore

censor, whether e may deal with literature,
thealogy, ov politics.  *“ Lucidity ” is the word
which syrmbolizes his exhalted conception of the
critic’s dauty —-hat clearness of mental vision
which in all branches of knowledge shall see the
object as in itself it really is. The practice of
Mr. Arnold has been in accordance with this
theory of the eriticul function, and he has be.
come a power for enlightenment and morality.
Certain spurious “apostles” have unconsciously
testified to his widely felt influenco by appro-
priating various tag-cuds of his salient thoughts
and expressions, and maundering them in their
own sitly awl pervertad fashiou. It is well that
we should learn better to know him anl his
works.

Mathew Arnold is the eldest sou of Dr. Tho-
mas Arnoid, the famons Rughy schoolmaster,
and is now in his sixty-second year. He was
edacated at Rugby and Oxford, and published
his first volnme, ““The Strayed Reveler, and
other poews,” in 1848, “Empedocles an Ktua”
followed in 1353, and *Merope,” a classical tra.
melv, in 1855, ** Now Poewms” were published
in 1544, a ¢ Study in Celtic Literature,” and
“Cuiture and Anarchy” in 1867, ¢St Paul and
Protestantism” in 1870 ; “Literature and Dog.
ma' 10 1873 ; ““God and the Bible” in 1873
and *‘Last Fssays on the Church and Religion”
in 1577, A colleetion of ** Mixed Essays™ has
been bronght out but recently.

Mr. Arnold ocenpied the ehair of Professor of
Poetry wt Oxford for ten years,  Hisown poems
are chuste in furm and finely classical in feeling.
Wiile their high intelleetual qualities do not
ippeal as strangly to the popular feeling as the
verses of some other modern Eoglish poets,
there is w stedy demand for them iu this coun-
try, as well as for his critical and miscelluneous
writings, a tew and eamplete edition of whiel
iz i preparation. My, Arvuold is slso an witho.
rity ou educetional matters, aml at present
holds an himportant position as Governinent ln-
speater of sehools. He has been a very frequent
cautribator o the heavier perindieal publica-
tians of Great Britain, devotlng a great deal of
attention U political matters. “*Politicians,”
he hias said, “we all of us here in Fagland are
and mnst be, and I, too, cannot help being a
politiclan ; but a politician of that comman.
wealth of which the pattern, as the philasopher
51¥s, exists, perhaps, somewhere in heaveu, but
certainly is at present found nowhere on earth
— diheral, as 1 have sald, of the future”

Daring his four months' stay i the United
States, Mr. Arnold proposes to locture on various
pulitico-gocial, literary and educational subjects,
aad also ou “Emerson.” 1f this design be car.
ried out, an intellectual treat of no common
order is in store for us.  The reflections of this
pout-critic unon the spiritaal-rmimled poet-phi
losopher ought especially to charm aod instruct,
enven though they might not conform to eur
awn opinions aud point of view, Hitherto, what
Mr. Arpold has had to sy on Ameriea and Ame.
rican etvilization hias beeu entirely from an @
privei stand poing, aud it is ot unlik=ly, as he
himself savs, that actual observation way mo-
dify his views, The time i5 past when Ame-
ricans were abnormally sensitive to foreign cri-
wcism., Mr. Arnold s admired here for his
learning, his moral eoneage, andl his elear out-
look upon society wnd the domain of thought ;
and, should bis wmjressions take the form of
stde-topies in his lectures, or a new series of
avs, his hints and enticisms, marked as they
certainiy will be by abeolute indepeadence and
+higheminded impartiality, willattraer wideand
well~merited attention.

REV., nEORGE A4, SHAN, OF MADA-
FASCAL,

Mr. Shaw, whoss arrest and imprisonment at
Tawmatave, Madagasear, by the French naval and
military forees now invading that country, has
provoked o lively diplanazie correspondence be.
tween the British and French Governments, is
not a reguiarly ordained clergyman, although
an ardent and hard-working missionary  and
agent of the Loudon Mis<donary Society.  He
has been tn the service of this soctety for some
fifteen vears, anid is highly apprectated by it for
hiz zeal and intelligenee,

Me, Shaw, who is about forty-five years of
age. is a man of firm and most decided character
and convictivus.  He rervived asocalar training
at the Normal Coilzge of the British and Foreign
Sehool Society, and, having passad suceessfully
at the Science and Art Clisses, South Kensiong-
o1, he accepted the masteshipof a school at
Wilmstow, Cheshire, Dot desiring employment
in the Missionary tisld, he undertook an eduea-
tional appointment at Samoy, in 1365, under the
attspices of the London Missionary Society. Dis-
coverniy, however, iu 1571, that 4 professional
sehonlmaster could not be sapported there, the
Society requested M 8haw to become Superin-
tendent ot Flueation in the Bitsilis Provinee,
South Central Madagasear. o 1878 he visited
Eogland oua briet hofiday, and on returning to
Mudagasear, in 1830, aceepted an earnest tuvita.
tion to remove to the ditlicult and uuhealthy
station of Tamatave,

At Tamatave he became & ¢ man of all work,”
superiniending  every department of mission
labor, schooly, chucches and roligious services,
with untiring fervor and industry.  Very na-
turally, upon the appeatance of the Froneh he
wanifested his sympathy with the people among
whom he lived, and the demonsteation of his
forlings  Leing charaeteristically  vigorous aund
hostile, he was arrested upon the pretext that he
was harhoring spies in the persons of his sor-

vints,, and  Kept i continement for near two

months on board a French man-of-war, Upon
his release he notified the French (iovernment of
his intention to bring suit against it for $50,000
damages for his imprisonment and harsh treat-
ment, and upon this demand a correspondence
ensued between Great Britain aud France, in
which the former plainly intimated its disap-
proval of the latter's proceedings in Madagascar.
[t iy now said that the French Cabinet will grant
an indemnity, not exceeding, however, the sum
of $5,000, and will besides officially expresy
suitable regrets at the occurrence. This paltry
sum will scarcely prove satisfactory, but it is
probably the maximum whick the French sense
of justice will allow. The British public very
generally sympathize with the demand for iu-
demuification and apology, and the incident has
very sensibly deepened the irritation which
French foreign methods, in previous instances,
had already produced,

ENCLISH PROGRESS IN ART.

It is a popular fiction that English progress is
exceptionally slow, more especially when com-
pared with forward movements in the United
States. This view ix perhaps even more prevalent
in Eopgland than in America. In certain things
appertaining to the saving of labor, in the en-
couragement and adoption of new inventions for
lubricating the wheels of trade, in the applica-
tion of the laws of hygicne to hotel management,
and in the construction of theatres, the Ameri-
cans, indeed, advance by bounds, while the
English move with tardy step and slow. But
there must be tuken iuto ac:ount the fact that
the mother country has a habit of repose which
more or less disguises the rapidity with which
some of her changes and improvements march
onward.  Her greatest social, artistie, and ma-
terial reforms have been accomplished with the
least noise and the smallest amount of friction.
It may take hera longtime to make up her
mind as to the adoption of some new idea, but
wheu she has decided she is neither slow nor un-
certain in her action. In this way she possibly
makes fewer experiments than her peighbors,
though now aud then she must be credited with
changes which, accepted as advancesin the path
of progress, have unfortunately proved to be
steps backward., The reign of stuceo in Euglish,
were particularly in Lounslon, architecture—a
tyranuy of uzliness only just uow being de-
throned —nmarks a period which might well be
designated as that of the *‘ mud-pie ™ order of
architecture. The name of Nash will go down
to posterity as the interpreter of a spirit of vul-
gar economy and sham, which found Loundon a
city of Lrick, and left it a city of stuceo.

Itisin the discovery of errors that England is
apr to be tardy ; but mistakes or abuses ouce
exposed, we have now and then a habit of vigor
which surprises ourselves almost as much as our
foreign critics. In nothing have we been more
snergetic of late years than in the hearty recog-
nition of the errors of our ways in regard 1o
architecture and decoration, or rather in our
admission that sinee stucco came in there has
been an interregnum of taste. Thewit preachers
and teachers having fairly demonstrated the fact
that we were groaning uuder a despotisin of
ugliness, we began to set about dethroning the
tyrant, and thongh as late as a dozen of years
w0 he still clung to possession inside and outside
our hnuses, he is to-day tottering to his tall,
Tributes to the new power are st up all over
the land, and it is proper that Loodon, which
accepted the stuceo king, shoul_d be wost active
inits allegiance to the restoration of brick and
stone, and most earnest in promoting the new
alliauce of beauty and utility. It does not come
within the compass of this article to tell the
story of the revival of artistic taste, but rather
to illustrate its very notable existence. One
might date its prominent beginning to the Hx.
hibition year of 1831, since which time South
Keusmutoa has passed on the torch of kuow-
ledge from town to town.  Art schools have
sprang up all over the land ; Lambeth hascom-
peted with Woreestsr, and both with the great
potteries of the Continent ; Durham and Kidder-
minster have vied with the carvet looms of
Brussels, and the hand-weavers of Persia and
Tuarkey ; Birminghawm and Shetfield have sought
to perpetuate vlassic models in their metal wares;
Manchester, Bradford, and Belfast have con-
sulted the best schools of design and color for
their textile fabrics; the illustrated newspapers
have given the cottuge and the nursery artistic
substitutes for poor German prints; famous
draughtsmen have adorned the fairy tales and
fables of youthiul literature with characteristic
forms of beauty ; the painter has left hix garret
amonyg the London chimuey-pots; and vnee
morv Faglish architects and builders arve erecting
Eaglish houses in which all that was useful and
picturesque in the Ol Kensington™ and
“ (Queen Anpe” styles is restored and adapted
to our greater knowledge and better sauitary
skill, and more or less idealized through the
impulse of the reuction that has set in aguinst
whitewashing churchwardens and the other
Goths and Vaudalo of the interregnum uow hap-
pily at an end.—Josery Hartox, in Harper's.

It is said that the peculiar and startling jux.
tapesition of the plauets and the territic con-
vulsion of fiery elements in the sun are the cause
of all the cause of the disasters on sea and land
this year. Indeed, wo saw the manuscript of a
long and remarkably ingenious article on this
subject the other day. 1t was so learned and at
the samo time so interesting that the breath had
to be held for over two minutes. 1t is the

work of & very beautiful woman.




