THE SQUATTER.: |

diversify the stenc.: Just” below the knoll ‘on
which the cottage stood was.u deep snd darkling
Precipice, and so near the hut that-one could not
help but wonder why hie buile it there; perhaps
it was because » litde erystal fountain of pure
wler cante bubbhn" up beside ir, xnd
wound its ‘devious . way lhl'uu-rh llll'll)hll" rocks
and tangled raots diveetly for the dizzy hu:-hr,
and then, s if delighted with the chanee of shew-
ing its agility, it leapt. from rock to rock, und
would suddenly. break oft' nnd reitersic those ex- ¢ danced and boiled and murmured at the foot us
“elamations with which my wle commeneed. I i unwilling to mix and be wni'uunde(l with the
T attempted (0 o on to the house near ‘which we lake lulo“.
now had ~mppcd he would place llla lmml upen { - The ovcupant was evidently a Squatier, a term
hie voins and hold me buck, well undevstoud by those who settle in the woods;
- The eottage or vather the hae, for it was mos ¢ but to such us are not’ nequainted with country
. ;\hm" better, had neither chimbey nor windows, { life, it way require a livle " esplanation. !
~The' dour, which was a little ajar, was of the A quatter, then, is u person who wkes posse
rudes

faithful servant M*Phaul eaught n ghimpse of its-
owner who nppo'li*cd 1o have been skulking be-
“i . hind'a stunip, amd watehing us. It appeared af-
10 Ctorwards; when MePhoul’s madness had cooled a
“little, for 1 really began to fear e was mud. that
2% he recognised Ttims at once as the——something,
Ry but what 1 conll not get him to rellme. Ile
’ would begin his story, whatever it was, ubout
hit, but before lie gut to the end of it, or on
o some ‘movement of . the ohjeet of his tervor, he

“that only n withe, h was buile-of round logs | upanitas i own. . l‘hcy re m.nernll ]

" which no 100l had on.rlnudwd.‘e\ccpv 0 lmr«.h 0 uBiv _q)]\' from lhe 10\\0=t o!‘ the low—the

“fliem together, a3 iis’ 1t the corners. llle im - of ‘the carth—i lc \ngnbomla who never
'-cpt when llm\ cunnot help it.

Jogs were of ~lll lengtl i prmrudod bc\uml
therefure”'no very fivorable opinion  of ou

the’ cortiors: from one to five or six feet. A ]'Ol‘-
uun ‘of the wall, if 1 mayso cull the side’'of th '!'mudc(l llu:l lhc moment L saw his rude e:mbh:h-
hit, had been cut aivay tor _'1 door fand another 3 mont, i€ 1 m'n 50 call jt," as I knew nt'once_ho
for a winduw, ‘lc'mnz‘lhc ren lnder muclh loss'? wasn \qumm- ’llu= unfuvorablé idea was rather
. firm, and it had pattially given ivay andiwaz only { stréngthenal than otherwise by the, oul\ impse
kept from fallis e entirely by a rude prop or two Iubunncd ‘of his fentires ‘a5 he Tovked up to-
- composed of pivees of. cordwood.  The roof con- ¢ wards us while we were cnde’namm-' to get the
sisted of large rolls of the bark of the black { horse and sleigh tarned round in the docp snm\
ush, rumlun" Trom the ridge 1o the caves, fass § 1had weeeded to my old and- fuithtul servant’s |
“tened down with luu"mu]um! pules tied “at_each H wishes nud cutreaties, s0 ¢ \u\\lou:l\' mumﬁ_:t«.d .\ml
end \mh leather wook Lark, ta prevent the wind ¢ so earnestly expressed, ! ; ;
from c\rr\ ing it away. A apening was lefeiin'g  The lonely oceupant of this dre-.\r\' snhmde
7 the ridge near ane of the zables as a substitute ¥ was w stout and stalwart man, o tittde sbove 1he
o for a Ll\um\e\‘ The size of the Luilling was ¢ middle sized Lis figwre T could not dhuncll\'
: .\b\)m twalve fest by m--h\. .\ml not mom\l\.m s, but his head and face Thad o full view'of,
“five feet high to the eaves, i exeept what was hidden of the lormor by o
© An evornens gaunt and \\u\f tike' \ou\\mv ﬂow { patehed .md seanty waollon cap., s .eaxuna
&
i
I

“shewed his grisly muzzle throngh the’ 1\.uu by L owero larg and gaunt ‘und angular, and in’ his
vpen door, b'\r\\mw \\uh mg ant fur\' as i ens § eve was 4 Smgular combination of deep’ cun-
*Taged beeause he LUHM ot sel the duor opened ¢ ning and stupid stolidity, or what in Scotland i is
“witletto get at us, There was a lutle pateh of § uullunl dufty strangely mingled at the same time
cleared nrouud around the hut, compuisi uulu.ml% with fear of the most ulULc: ].md :\nd brutsl
the’ \\hulo of (l\e fitde kool of uplamd. in the § lclo«.ll.\. Tle glared upon’ us like nnf'ur'm'ul\ul
mld~t of (h.. ;\\ mp\-Juu-'lc u! alders and codars § in his own laic '1 sheank: l‘mm his "I.uuc asif a
. on w Imh it sto % :LUI'[H\\I) lm(l bu mu, und bcc'un c‘e~nou= of
g :

‘Although' the -vrouml g low mul swampy
when' o l\.lr\‘d with :the Totty sivour -nn pes
around it; yet was it lu"‘h ‘above th h.:l. nl that!
Tone il sequéstered \.\"u\'\ul whicl n Immc(l
e head.. This was uulcnt un Tooking 'to lhu
stward, inwhich (hrcc'wn the valloy continued
o wind 'its tortuous way through the rugged &
nslc_of woud covered lull or buro. and beetling
¥ a lake or waterlull v,

[ :

UlllllluL -u w \lu. : |
. Hu was g eivilian. 1 mc\.u\ hlm up \\hen I
wis stationed ot ~—— in Ireland, or rather on
tho eve of ‘my .\upnrlma lor Aslifax, wherd the
2l \y.mnhon of the —— I\emmont 10 \\hlch

»W—NM—.

ommxeuon, bem-‘- made of slabs of bass+ § sion of wild land without leave or'liwuso, builds o’
wood roughty hewed, and hmng by one hinge, and { cottage, makes.n demm" nnd Yives and Juols -




