
CAPITAL PUNISIEMENT. 131

in w, in ri barau> tiies, anl associated, as it is,
with> hrhaîreus cons equeneL. Le-s, see'ing that

thl gallows fails in all the legitiiate objecets for
wich punîshment is intended, substitute impri.
sonmient for life, with hard labour and religious
iistructiont. We have the mneans and the power
to do all ihis, and humoanity and christianity
demanl that w-e do it. " I ask," wrote the
latc ordinary of New-ate, Dr. Forde, "why exe-
cute at ail ? W ho shall say that thc mîost hardened

villain mav not repent? Youth, health, ignorance,
bad companions, &'., may lea a nian to perpe-

trate tlie wvorst cf crimes. The tnime, however,
lay coie wlîen le will look back with horror on

Lis ast tranegressions, and repent in dust and
abes. F.xecute hin, and think of his hope of

s-avaion. Whiv not lcave him to God and his
owl consciencei Tine, confinement, mortifica-
lion, &c., nay restore himu, and cause 'joy in
Sleaven.' Regular labour-tho sweets arising
froin inidustry-the want of bad companions-all
combine to recover the lost sheep.?

It may be said that Capital Punishment is al-
ready virtually abolished in Lower Canada. But
tlat alone is insufficient. That is but a part of
'hat we require. We not only require that the
murdere's life bc spared, but also, that rcforma-,
tory measures be applied to him. This aim lias

enot yet been properly striven for; but the lectures
Which have been delivered by Mr. Sheriff Coffin,
Ipon Prison Discipline, and the exertions of the
SCoiionersi1  in the Penitentiary Enquiry,
particularly of 'Mr. George Brown, lead us to
ho lpe that the public will be avakened to the
îiluportance of this question ; and that, ere long,
eur treatient towards criminals will have a ten-
dncy to rescule them from sin, and not to harden
lemn mn enime.

In a rfomer article, we briefly adverted to those
couitries where Capital Punishment had been
abolished. We adduced the experience of Tuscany
and Delhi, of Bombay and Russia, of Egypt and
Rone; and from the success of these experiments,
wve furged our countrymen to imitate these exam-
Pies. We now intend to add the testimony of
Belgium, which will likewise substantiate the
asertion that Capital Punishment increasea crime.

copy this important fact from an excellent
ittle Treatise, entitled "Tlhoughts on the Death

Penalty," by Chas. C. Burleigh:

In Belgium the penalty of death, less and less
Sulsed since 1800, thou gi nnt in formi abolisied,

tateen practically set asie since 1830, by commu-
;on Of all capital sentences, to imprisonment at

S181labour. oseph Hume stated i Parliament,
Of 1 ;rthat hie learned from the superintendent

prson, min which was a large number of capital

Convicts, tlat from his Il xprienc,' this n
'tendeid greatly to soften the diposition
m111ss4 of the 11opc. l 1826-9, witli srt

ceon , hflic ae ti,'ns of euurder wc
five; in 1831-4, withî so (xecutiin4, only
one. An oflicial abstract of executions and c
convictions in thirty-five years, heginning
1800, shows, in the periods ending respec

easire,
of the
e teen

forty-
apital
with

tively,

1801 1809 1814 1819
Execuionî1,............ 235 88 71 26
All Capital Convictions, 353 152 113 71
Of Murder,,........... 150 82 64 42

1824 1829 1834
Execuitinns,.............. 23 22 none
Al Capital Convictions,........ 1 74 43
Of Murder,................. 38 34 20

Whence it appears, that as executions de-
creased, capital crimes diminished; insomuch
that from over seventy a-year, of which thirty were
murders, when the executions were forty-seven
a-year-they fell to less than nine a-year, of which
but four were murders, wnhen NONE were executed."
Edward Ducpctiaux, uispector-geiieral of the pri-
sons in Belgium, contends, in bis "Statistics of the
Death Penalty," " that the punishment of death is
useless, unfit ns a means of prevention, and can be
replaced by safe-guards more eflicacious."

Thts is the experiment, which speaks se (un)
"favorably" of the gallows, according to the testi-
mony of its zealous advocate, Dr. Cheever.

In conclusion, we again would solemnly urge
the abolition of this law, and the substitute of
imprisonment for life, with bard labour and re-
ligious instruction;-Because we believe the change
would be more humane as a punishment, more
effectuail as a check ngainst crime, and more
christian-likle in its character. It would be more
humane, because it would afford a criminal, life,
and at the same time, secure the safety of society.
It would be a more effectual example, because it
would substitute work, which the majority of
criminals fear more than death. And it would be
more christian-like, because it would recognise
the value of their souls, by affording them time
and opportunity for salvation1
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SONNET.
When In disgrace with fortune and men's eyes,

I aIl alone beweep my outcast state,
And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless crie,

And look upon myself, and curse my fate,
Wishihg me like to one more rich in hope,

Featured like him, like him with friends posseeod,
Desiring this man's art, and that man's scope,

With what I most enjoy contented least:
Tet in thes» thouglhts myself almost dospising

Haply I think on thee,-.nd then my state
(Like to the lark at break of day arising

From sullen earth) sings hymne at heaven's gate;
For thy sweet love romembered such wealth brings,
That thon I scorn to change my state with king&.
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