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BARRY CORNWAZL'S SONOS.

" ENGLAND," observes the author in bis preface, ".is singu-

larly barren of song-writers ; good song-writers he should have

said ; the fact is, they abound in no country. Song-writing is
the.most dificult species of pootry ;-failure is not to be reco-
vered-one slip ruins the whole attempt. A good song is.a little

piece of perfection, and. perfection does not grow in every
field. There must be felicity of idea, lightness of tone, exqui-
siteness or extreme naturalness and propriety or expression ;
and this within the compass of a fev verses. And this is not
ail ; the writer must betray a sustaincd tone of enthusiasm ; the
song would neither have beginning nor end,--it must seem a
snatch frorn out of a continuous strain of melody-sornething
that swells upon the car, as if the previous parts had been un-
heard, and wlich dies away as if (he air had carried its notes
afar, and the sounds were wafted along to other lands, Men
of genius arc now aad thon born song writers ;-such were
HIoRAcF and BURNs, suchis BERANoEn. England lias not had
hors yet, and perhaps never may have. Englishmen are not
nationally calculatcd to make song-writers ; but individual go-
nius makes light a running counter to a whole nation or habits,
and there is no saying that we nay not have our truc lyricist yet.
Song-writing is iost likely ta spring up arnong people greatly
s usceptible of the charns of music, and inventive of airs which,
by sonie peculiar chari they possess, spread over ail the coun-
try, sink deep in the nemory, and come spontaneously on the
thoughts in moments of sadness or joy, and in short become
what are called national. National songs go with national airs,
and spring up with circonnstances. The English have fiew na-
tive airs, and as few native songs of any excellence. When an
Englishman is in love, does he sing ? In camp, what wretched
braying goes by that naine ! at table, what have wc of the ge-
nerous, jovial sort ? Generally speaking, our. table songs-al-
ways excepting our gles-are pieces of aitld sentiment; when
they arc English ; but more generally,. they are borrowed from
die Scotch, the lrish, and. other national song-writers. Gaiety,


