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- I continued. " To talk must be painful to you; do not distress
yourself to attempt ir at present. I will read ta you a few sen-
tences out of a beautiful exhortation to the sick, which is to be-
found in our Prayer Book; and imraediately I began with the
words, " Good sister, it is written in holy Scripture for our 'corn-
fort and instruction, that we should patiently, and with thanks-
giving, bear our heavenly Fathers correction, whensoever, by any
nianner of adversity it shalI please his gracious goodness to visit
us;" and so I went on to the end of the paragraph, which speaks
of our rising again from death with Christ, .and dwelling with hi
in evernasting lifie.

There is something particularly soothing in this passage ; when
I bave pronunced it with a slow, solemn, and pathetic tone,
i bave seen an agony of pain hushed into silehce and subaission.
la the present instance, the dying lady seemed ta drink in* every
word, and lay them to ber beart. She closed lier eyrs, and
searcely breathed. Ber husband and the rest of her friends were
wecping, and tring ta conceal their tears; it was unnecessary,
she heeded them not; she was absorbed in lier own meditations.
- -After ashort pause, I then said, "Let us prav;" and imime-
diately we ail knelt down about the bed. She clasped lier bauds
logerber, without opening ber eves but with tokens of' feeling and
&votion. I went tbrough the prayer for a sick person, when tlere
appeareth small hope of recovery, In the nidst of it i paused
once or twice, ta collect myself. She raised hier eyes to ascertain
the cause, and saw that I was sympathizing with ber, and albnost
overcome, and unable to articulate. Lut the pauses were only for
a moment, and at length I tinislcd. Sle ierself, however, con-
tinued ta pray secretly, as I judged by lier still clasped han'ids, aind
by the fixedness of lier coiuntenance, as if she were looing unto
the heavens above. I did not attenpt ta disturb this sac:red silence.
At List she turned ber eyes un me, as cxpcctin'g and wishing mne
iproceed.

I thought it a propitious time for the baprism; and she secmed
nw, by God's blessing, equal ta the fatigues of the ceremiony,
which I intended to use my discretion in slortening flor the occa-
sion. Whilst ber attenion thercire was yet fully alive, haing
opened th'e office for the baptisu oipcrsons of riprer years, I beganr
" Hear the words of the Gospel," and I proceeded tu Cie. end of
theexhortation, leaving out some thbigs, anîd alting others, ,o
as ta make the whole of what I said preciseIy applicable ta ,the
case before me. I then took lier hand, and said, ' These things,
anydear Madan, appear to ue very convincing, very autlioritatilL,
very consolatory; and ta leave us no choice. I think they must
appear in the sare lighît ta vou too. Ad wonderfuliv mnercifiu lias
God been o you, in span'g you to perform this great act of eniter-


