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~v'i~~ ~the as8uraiic( thaýt tlîcir bretlîron love thom, anci
___________________------- _________ are sttidying thoir boat interests for tErne andi

oternity. It makes Oient feel that thoir dearcstand

ST. JOIIN, N. B., . .. . JULY, 1880 boat hont on carth is the church tf the living
- -- -God; and %vlîilo tlîoy recognIizo its dlaimsI to their

JJDITORIA L. best uergies they wish their pewors to bc reatly
iucreased, only that they miiy aink dceper itt its

THE LI O ORT sublime sufforinge and riso higlier in is super-
lative achievemeuts. The trutbh that tbecy are

Jesus says, "As long as I am in the world in net their own but the redeenied property of Chrit
the light of the wnrld." Although the darkness being engraven on tliir own hearts will more or
comprehended it not, a light shone from overy step less iîupross others; and when thoy are worhîng and
of His pathway through i lie world unto His Father. atriving and sacrificiug for the cause of Jesns thoy
Before le left the world Io placed flis disciples are only showing others what others ire waiting, te
in it that they should act for Hiim and bu the light sc in ti. Tley are tus lettiug their light
of the world. Thera can be no greater mistakoeblne before mou.
than for a Christian to imagine that lis solo duty The clurchi -roatly benefitted by the Christian
is to receivo light vithout letting it shine on others. activîty of its youug menibers. They with aigols
Jeans does net light a candle to put it utnder a rejoice wlien thoir chuîdrpn and neighbors repent
bushol but on a candlestick, that it may give ijlît and turn te th Lord; but tleir jvy is greatly
to all around. Ho describes as the groatest dark. inhanced wlîn tlese children and teighbors grow
ness the light that a man ts and keeps fromt zu grace and ti the knowledge of Jesns Chriat.
othors. "If the light that is in theo bu darkness, Thoy sec that yenng Chrmstiaus muet and will bu
how groat is that darkness. ' It ruins its possessor, active. But alas how elten they sc these
and dioes for lus fellow-travellers to eternity whIat a activitios runifinz in other channels, and those for
darkened lighthouso does for the mariners in the whon Jesus died turning te cilier homes than the
nidnight storm-sinks thom to riso ne more. ehurch of God i which te spond their enorgies and

Hence says Jesus: Take heed that the light that is from which toseek their enjoytnett. How bltssed,
in thee be net darkness.-Luke xi. 35. thon, it is for eIder monibers te witness their

When the gospol is preacled and God increases younger brothren laboriug for Christ and enjoying
the church this should bu its earnest enquiry: How tho rich consolations of [lis iloly Spirit. Feeling
can these yoting converts most effectually eulighten that they muat an pass away they rejoîcu te
others or bo the light of the world 1 What helps a Bec the Lord raisiug tmp others ihoia they hope
young Christian tu guard his own life froin sin and and pray may have more influence than they have
increases his confidence in Christ is an earnest and had i enlightoning the world.
contmnued anxioty for the salvation of others. White the clurch secs ils youi.g members taking
Othors he knows have hcard ilm confess the Lord au active part ii its worship and its work they
Jesus, and while they are watching us new lifu te lar iherefore for wlich particillar portion of the
sec whether ho holds fast "the good confession" or Lord'a work theso meîn'ours severally are adapted,
"aenies the Lord that bouglt him" ho feels that aid it ie iii their piwtr to ecitragu aud assist
ho ls net living for himself. 1-le is hving for others, thuse tu follw that part of te Mrst, s wurk fur
mitluencing others for an etermity of joy or sorrow, which they are adapted and te which they are
and ho thus reasons with himssolf: How can I have inclied.
a saving influence on others unless they see such a Dy noticing the talents, inclinations, ah'l general
change in my lfe as wthl convîco thom that the life of its members the churcli can tako knowledge
gospel of Christ is the power of God in saving of those who are likely te succe i praching the
believers, and that 1 am, eue ef thesoe Those 4gosPZl, Vmd it is lt duty and high pti'ilege te
who feel most anxious for the salvation of those oucurago and assist sucb ii their clieriuherl desires.
arouind them will b the nost watchful and prayer- Vlien it is fally understeod by themselves and
ful tu honor Christ themssolves, and the most hkely others that youtg converts are committed te the
to finish their course with joy. work of Christ it is comparatively easy ad naturel

When porsons without much excitement bik, for tlsm te engage in the many activities of the
frin cali convictiongive themselves to jestîy clurch, such as Sunday schools, carinh fer thy sick,
feel humble, and look upon thtmselves as untit te ard raiing snoney for the poor and fer the spread
lead in public prayer. If older mombers do net of the gospel. Theso things will becone te tîem
look after thein and encourage theai andi see that delightful duties and show that they arc carnest
they take part iin prayer moetaigs nany w iii put It followers of te Son of Ged, aid successful candi.
off until they arrive at the conclusion that they have dates fur immortal life. Vo sîoulint forget
nt suliciert talent for it, and their voice will nover that what we. du uet ho doue quickly. Tie is
bo heard in public, cither in prayer or speaking for exceedingly short and tncertain, and thero js
Jess. Maay till their dying day regret that they lanch te ho dote for Hir who did se much fer us.
did net in their early Christian life begin te speak A proper viow (f the houer which the Master has
and pray before others. It is the duty of the conferrod upon us in îaakiig lis the reflectors of
church te look into theso matters, and when they His own light te a world in darkness and His sure
find young nembers too diffident to tako part in promise and presence will banieh supineness,
public prayer bneetings te induce them to hold ilence aur fears, and cause us te walk in tho ligbt
prayer 'ueetings of their own, with or without the as Ho is in the light.
assistance of older members as they themselves
shal decide. By this mothod nearly if net tvery
young Christian can bo induced to take a part, and
although it may b quite a trial at first, as it gen-
erally is, it is casier every time it is repeated, until
it becomes such a delightful privilege that they
would not b induced to surronder it. Baving
aurmounted the firas difliculty an'd gained confidence
and strength in Christ they are not afraid te lot
thoir voice be hoard on His sido on any proper
occasion; and in this respect they are known as
Christians.

The benefit of this early training cannot b over
estimated. ' oncourages young Christians with
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This is a progressivo[age. It bas been called the
"high pressure" age. This appelation has been
given it from the rapidity Wkh which things are
executed. That which one hundred years ago
required six nonths tu du can now b porformed in
six days. Great progress has beon made in overy

branth of industry. Marked advancement cnu be
reun in tho arts and sciences. Things have been
brouglit to a state of perfecti'on herotofore unknown,
whilo on overy haud great developinonts have been
made in things secular and in matters of religion
prolgress las been made. And this is what ve wish
te speak of in this article, viz.: Progress in the
Church of Cliiist.

When i spoak of the cuitirch of Christ I do net
men that the aggregate of all denominations make
up the church of Christ; uer do I mean that the
Methodist church or any other seociety is a branch
of the church-inasmuch as the churchî of Christ
bai ie branches. By the church of Christ I moean
all those who tako the Bible alone for thteir creed,
and who worship God according to the Jerusalon
fashion; acccrding te the forni established by
Christ and lis apostles, and net according to mais-
nmade systems.

There was a time when there was no church,
thiere was no need of such an institution. During
this period muan was pure, sinless, holy. It was net
until the transgression and expulsion fromn Eden
that nuy fora of worship existed. Tho gospel was
preached in embryo to Adam and his descendants.
The declaration, that the seed of the woman shucld
bruise the serpent's head was a dima intimation of a
coming Redeemer. How for His advent was in
the future noue could tell. For the first two
thouusand fivo hundred years thesysteni of worship
was that of family worship. For the next filteen
hundred years, or during the Mosaio dispensation,
the religion was national, and was much more ex-
tensive than that whicli existed during the patri-
archal ago. But Christ, by His death, abolished
thet Jewisheconony and introduceda now and better
order of things. The Christian system ia a perfect
system of religion. The church of Christ is a perfect
institution, fer the simple reason that it bas a per-
fect atthor, a perfect head. When John closed
the book of Revelttions overything nîecessary to
the growth, extension and porpoetiation of the
chuircli cf Christ was rovealed. '' That which was
perfect iad cone, that which was in part had been
done away."

The church of Christ was inaugurated on the
Pentecost succeedimg Christ's ascension, when the
threo thousand peaitents were imimersed after cry-

ing out " Men and brethren, what must wo dIo V>
The church mncreased, the cause of Christ advanced
on overy side, men went everywhere preachiiîthe
gospel. Yes, they went. They woro net sent by
any missionary society. They did net go to any
particular country, but they went everythere,
proachig the gospel. The church grow, and sin-
ners were converted to Christ ta apostoli times
without the aid of any societies. It required no
props te support it. Christianity, being a pertect
system, can nover requtru any onsside holps to keep
it fromt docay. "Andi he that adds or takes away
from the things written in this book God shall addc
unto him the plagues that are written in this book"
-Revlation. But the church became corrupt;
meddlesome ruan could not leave the things
alone that Christ had establihed. He must have
his say. 'Sects and lieresies obscured the truc
religion and worship of the Lord Jess. A Roman
hierarchy took te itself the supreino authority in
things religious. Forms wero introduced unknown,
to the Now Testamnat. The darkness became-
intense. Paganism, Judaism and Christianity be-
came compounded by imperial Rome. Thus the
apostolic age was banished almost fromt the face of
the earth. True, there were soma wio struggled
bard against the advancing tide of sin and corrup-
tien. Their influenco was almost crushed by the
doge of Rome. But Luther broko the fetters that
boutind him to the church of Rome and its mati of
sin. Luther attempted ta reform the abuses
of the church of his fathers. Ho did a grand
work, but ho never attempted to restore apostolia
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