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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD,

Jesus says, “*As long as I am in the world T am
tho light of the world.” Although the darkness
comprehonded it not, a light shone from every step
of His pathway through the world unto His Father.
Beforo He left the world Lo placed His disciples
in it that they should act for Him and bo the light
of the world. There can be no greater mistako
than for a Christian to jmagino that his sole duty
is to receive light without lotting it shinc on others.
Jesus does not light a candle to put it under a
bushel but on a eandlestick, that it may give light
to all around. Ho describes as the greatest dark-
ness the light that a man Las and keeps from
othors, *‘If tho light that is in theo be darkness,
how great is that darkness.” Tt ruins its possessor,
and does for his fellow-travellors to eternity what a
darkened lighthouse does for the mariners in the
midnight storm—sinks them to rise no more.
Hence says Jesus: Take hoed that the light that is
in thoo be not darkness,.—Luko xi. 35.

When the gospol is preached and God increases
the church this should be its earnest enquiry: How
can these young converts most effectually enlighten
others or be the light of the world 7 What helps s
young Christizn to guard his own lifo from sin and
increases his confidenco in Christ is an earnest and
continued anxioty for the szlvation of others.
Others he knows have heard him confess the Lord
Jesus, and wlile they aro watching Ius new lifo to
seo whether he holds fast *‘the good confession’ or
‘‘demes tho Lord that bought him” ho feels that
he 18 not Iiving for himself.
mfluencing others for an otermty of joy or sorrow,
and he thus reasons with himself: How can I havo
a saving wfluence on others unless they see such a
change in wy hfe as wiil convince thom that the
gospel of Christ is the power of God in saving
believers, and that 1 am oue of these? Those

who fcel most apxious for the salvation of those|

around them will be the most watchful and prayer-
ful tv honor Christ themselves, and the most likely
to finish their course with joy.

When persons without much excitement bus
from calm convietiongive thomselves to Jesus they
feel humble, and luvk upun themselves as untt to
lead in public prayer. If older mombers do not
luok after them and encourage them and see that
they take part in prayer meetings many will put 1t
off until they arrive at the cunclusion that they have
not sufficiect talent for it, and their voice will never
bo heard in public, either in prayer or speaking for
Jesus,  Many till their dying day regret that they
did not in their early Christian life begin to speak
acd pray before others. It is tho duty of the
church to lovk into these matters, and when they
find youny members too diffident to take part in
public prayer meetings to induco them to hold
prayer rueetings of their own, with or without the
assistanco of older mombers as they themselves
shall decide. By this method nearly if not every
young Christian can be induced to take a part, and
although it may be quite a trial at first, as it gen-
erally is, it is casier every time it is ropeated, until
it becomes such a delightful privilege that they
would not bo induced to surronder it. Having
surmounted the first difficulty and gained confidence
and strongth in Christ they are not afraid to lot
their voico bo heard ou His sido on any proper
occssion; and in this respect they are knuwn as
Christiaus,

The benefit of this early training cannot bo over

He s hiving for others, |

THE CHRISTIAN.

‘ tho assurance that their brothren love thom, and
lare stadying their best intorests for time and
otornity, It makes them foel that their dearest and
| best homo on carth is the church of the living

God; and whilo thoy recognizo its claims to their
‘ best onergies they wish their powora to be greatly
increased, only that they muy sink deepor into its
sublimo sufferings and riee higher in its super-
lative achievomonts. Tho truth that thoy are
not their own bhut the redeomed property of Christ
| being engraven on their own hearts will moro or
less impress othera; and when they are working and
striving and sacrificing for tho causo of Jesus thoy
are only showing others what othors aro waiting to
seo in them. They are thus letting their light
shire before men.

The church is greatly benefitted by the Christian
acuvity of its young members,  They with angels
rejoico when their children and neighbors repent
and turn to the Lord; but their joy is greatly
inhanced when these children and neighbors grow
m graco and m tho knowledgo of Jesus Chriat.
They seo that young Christians must and will be
active. But alas! how often they seo theso
activities running in other chanuels, and those for
whom Jesus died turning to other homes than the
church of God in which to spend their enorgies and
from which to seok their enjoyments. How blessed,
then, it is for older members to witness their
youngor brothren laboring for Christ and enjoying
the rich cunsolations of His Holy Spirit. TFeeling
that they musi soon pass away they rejoico to
seo the Lord raising up others whom they hope
and pray may have more inflaenco than they have
had in enlightening the world,

While the church sees its yout.g members taking
an active part in its worship and its work they
learn therefore for which particvlar portiou of the
| Lord's work theso memnbers severally are adapted,
Iund itis in their puwer to oncourage and assist
these to fullow that part of the Master’s work for
which they are adapted and to which they are
inclined.

By noticing tho talents, inclinations, and general
lifo of its members the church can tako knowledge
of these who are likely to succeed in preaching tho
gospel, and it is ita duty and high privilege to
anceurage and assist such in their cherished desires,

Wheo it is fully understood by themselves and
others that young converts are committed to tho
work of Christ it is comparatively easy and natural
for them to engage in the many activities of the
chureh, such as Sunday schools, caring for the sick,
ard raising money for the poor and for the spread
of the pospel.  'Theso things will become to them
delightful duties and show that they arc earnest
followers of tho Son of God, and successful candi.
dates for immortal life. Wo should not forget
that what we, do must be done quickly. Time is
exceedingly short and uncertain, and thero is
much to be done for Hir who did so much for us.
A proper view «f the honor which the Mastor has
conferrod upon us in making us the reflectors of
His own light to a world in darkness and His sure
promise and presence will banish supineness,
silence our fears, and cause us to walk in the light
“2s Ho is in tho light.

Originat  Contrilmtions,

THE CHURCIL

BY HAMMOND J. SMITH.

This is a progressivefage. It has beon called the
“high pressuro™ age. This appelation has boen
given it from the rapidity with which things are
oxccuted. That which one hundred years ago

required six months tu do can now be porformed in

estimated. I' oncourages young Christians with | six days. Groat progress has beon made in overy

branch of industry, Marked advancoment can bo
gcon in tho arts and scionces, Thiugs havo been
brought to a state of perfection horetoforn uniknown,
whilo on overy haud great devolopmants have been
mado in things secular and in matters of religion
progress has been mado.  And this is what we wish
to speak of in this article, viz.: Progress in tho
Church of Chuist,

When I speak of the church of Christ I do not
meoun that the ageregate of all denowminations make
up the church of Christ; nor do I mean that the
Mothodist church or any other socioty is a branch
of tho church—inasmuch as the church of Christ
hes no branches. By the church of Christ I mean
all thoso who tako the Bible alone for their creed,
and who worship (God acsording to the Jerusalem
fashion; acccrding to the form established by
Christ and 1lis apostles, and not according to man-
made systems,

There was o time when there was no church,
thero was no nced of such an institution.  During
this period man was pure, sinless, holy. It was not
until the transgression and oxpulsion from Eden
that any form of worship existed. Tho gespol was
preached in embryo to Adam and his doscendaats,
Tho declaration, that the seed of the woman shenld
bruise the sorpent’s head was a dim intimation of a
coming Redeemer. How far His advent was in
the future none could tell, For the firat two
thousand five hundred years the system of worship
was that of family worship. For tho next fifteen
hundred years, or during the Mosaic disponsation,
the religion was natioual, and was much more ex-
tonsive than that which existed during the patri-
archal age. But Christ, by His death, abolished
the Jewish economy and introduceda now and better
urder of things. Thu Christian system is a perfect
system of religion. The church of Christ is a perfect
nstitution, for the simple reason that it has a per-
fect author, a perfect hend. When John closed
the bouk of Revelations everything necessary to
the growth, extensivn amd perpetuation of the
church of Christ was rovealed. ¢ That which was
perfect had come, that which was in part had been
donv away."”

Tho church of Christ was iuaugurated on the
Pontocost succeeding Uhrist’s ascension, when the
threo thousand penitonts were immersed after cry-~
ing out *“ Men and brathren, what must we do 1"
The church mncreased, the cause of Christ advanced
on evary side, men went everywhere preaching,the
gospel.  Yes, they went. They were not sent by
any missionary society. They did not go to any
particular country, but they went everywiiere,
preaching tho gospel. The church grew, and sin-
ners were converted to Christ m apostohic times
without the aid of any societies. It required no
props to support it. Chnstianity, being a pertect
system, can never requure any outside helps to keep
it from docay. *‘‘And he that adds or takes away
from the things written in this book God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book"
—ZRevelation. But the church became corrupt;
meddlesome man could not leave the things
alone that Christ had established. He must have
his say. ~Sects and heresies obscured the true
religion und worship of the Lord Jesus. A Roman
hierarchy took to itself the supreme authority in
things religious. Forms were introduced unknown,
to the Now Testamont. The darkness became
intense. Paganism, Judaism and Christianity be-
cameo compounded by imperial Rome. Thus the
apostolic age was hanished almost from the face of
the earth, T'rue, there were somo who struggled
hard against tho advancing tide of sin end corrup-
tion. Their influenco was almost crushed by the
dogs of Rome, But Luthor broke the fettera that
bound him to the church of Rome and its man of
sin.  Luther attempted to reform the abuses
of tho church of his fathers. He did a grand
work, but he never attempted to restore apostolic



