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AN OPEN LETTER.

My Dear Brother,— The questions your kind
letter contains are of so much importance we will
take the liberty to answer in the columns of TuE
CunistiaN. , We may thereby benefit others''as
well as yourself.

Your last question we will mako the first, because
wo counsider it the most important, . e., “Is it
right to teach and practice that for which we havs
not apostolicTprecept or precedent 1" We should
judge from the tone of your letter that you ask
this question from an honest, sincere love of the
truth, and not out of any captious spirit. We
appreciate your desireJto be gwvided by Christ and
his apostles only. This is the desire that actuates
our hearis ; and no doubt that with this desire to
koow the truth, and ouly the truth, we cun come
to a proper and mutual understanding of what is
meant by being ** apostolis.”

Let us in the first place consider the negative
side of the question and ascertain what it does not
mean. It does not mean that we shall do as the
apostles did in all things. We find three of the
apostles at two different times sloeping when they
should,have been ‘awake. We find Duler dissem-
bling and Paul rebuking him for it. We find
Paul getting into & cuntention with his brother
Barnabas. These things are not to be precedents
for us, Then, again, the apcatles tanght the *‘holy
kiss,” and that the women should pray with their
headas covered, and other like things, which are not
to be precepts for us nmow. You, no doubt, see
that we cannot make all the apostles did and said
our rule of faith and practice. You will very
naturally ask how are we to know what to receive
aud what to rejeot it all are not to be received.
One of Paul's own injunctions will settle this. In
Phil. iv. 8, be tells us that whatever things are
¢ true, honest, just, lovely, and of guod report,”
to take account of. if there be any virtue in them.
This is virtually saying we are to receive only what
is good, becauvse it is good, and not because it is
commanded ; that the obligatory force of a moral
command was in the virtue of the thing com.
manded and not in the comniander. This is why a
moral command is often changed and loses its force,
becaunse the virtue oi the thingicommanded is Joat.
Custom made the cominand, *‘to greetfeach other
with an holy kiss,” right and good in the apostolic
days. But the custom of modera times destroys
the virtue of the act, and therefore loses its force
as a command to us. This is why the apostle bid
us to make the virfue of a moral action the rule of
acceptance. This is why that some things com-
manded in apostolic days are not good now, and
some things that were not commanded, then are
good now, But these changes can be made only
with moral commands — as the obliuations ol a
moral command ceases when the virtue of the
thing commanded ceases. This is not true of a
positive command. The force of positive laws or
commands is in the one who commauds, and not iu
the thing commanded, and cannot] therefure be
chaugad unlees the author of the command changes
it., For us to change a pusitive command is disloyal
to him who commands. Authority, or loyalty to
anthority, is only ‘expressed in our acceptance of
positive law. We can neither diveat positive law of
i1s authuti'y, ror invest moral law with authoriry
with: ut beiny untrue to spostolic Christiavity, The
Apostle Paui’s command to Timothy was ** to drink
no longer water, but use a litde wine for his
stomach's sske and bis often intirmities.” Thais
was communded becauses it was good fur Timothy,
and not good aimply because it was commanded.

Yousee that the virtus of this command was in the
condition of Timothy's health, and not in him
who commanded. If Timothy regained his health
aud had no trouble with his stomack, the ecommand
to “‘take a_littie wine ® would lose its obligatory
force. The change of conditivus or circumstances
must neceesarily change the command. This may
be true of any such command that has not in itself
an eternal fitness. It ;would' not be_disloyal to
Paul for Timothy to stop drinking; wine when he
was freo frow infirmities, But it would be disloyal
and unjust for_ Timothy to invest that commaud
with authority and”make it a tost of fellowship and
condemn his brethren’ who had no trouble with
their stomachs for not drinking wine and charge
them with being untruc to apostolic precepts. But
Timothy did not do this, neither will the Timothy
of the nineteenth century doit.

The wistake that is too often made is in taking a
command that was made important only by the
conditions and usages of the age in which it was
given, and making it important and obligatory in
an age wherethe conditions and usages are altogether
different. Positive law, such as baptism and other
commands we could mention, are made important
by the authority and power of the comwmander, or
law-giver, and not by the conditions or usages of
the age, and no condition or age can charge them.
To follow the teachings of the apustles we must
distinguish between that which is authoritative
and that which is expedieat. The idea of apostolic
precedent is not in a tabulated form of doctrine,
but in a devoted, consecrated life. To be apostolic
we must follow that which is good. The Christianity
of the apostolic days was faith and love and an un-
reserved devotion to the cause of Christ, a life of
benevolence and purity and unity. It is this life
of a consccrated and united brotherhood that we
need in this age. The apostolic church was a
church with a soul and body. Here in the aposatolic
church is found the only solution of the question of
sociology that is now agitating the world.

We must be very careful, dear brother, that we
do pot mistake reformation for innovation, and
conclude because we du some things that the
apostles did not do that we are therefore not
apostolic. The shurch to-day that can lay any
claim to apostolic precept and precedent is not the
church that is simply attending to the apoatolic
order of worship, but the church that is reproduc
ing the hife of the apostles in meeting and encirel-
ing human needs and reaching humun hearts and
coming in touch with human wants. The true idea
of apcatolic life must be fouud in our attitude
toward a perishing, famishiug world. We must
measare our standard of primitive apostolic Christ-
iupity by our interest in the r-lvaticn of eur fellow
wen. Here isthe living issus that is forciny itself
upna the church. What are we doing for the gond
and the salvation of man? The church that is
doing the must for the elevation and redeption of
wan is the most apostolic. You cau see in the
consideration of these facts, and in the history ot
the churches, that the very churches that are
ennsidered not apostolic are the very oues that are
apostolic in the true sense.

Time will not allow us to say more ou this ques
tion in this paper. We hope to be able to aunwer
your other questinns in their regular order, as we
have opportunity. H M.

The Christian hfe is the easiest there is to live.
The difticult part comes in when an effurt is made
to onnjsin it to a sinful or worldly life, The two
wll not mx, ‘¢ If thire eys ba aingle, thy whole
body shall be full of light,"—4ss. Ref, Presbyterian,

Sorrows remembered sweeten pres.nt joy.

—Pollogk.

4 WORKING CHURCH.

What a biessing it is to know that our Heavenly
Father has permitted us to labor aud learn our way
back to heaven. ft is very true that wo are all
sailing ou life's stroam, and according to the breeze
that fills our sails and the ejurse we are steering
will be our destination.

Heaven places a promium on conseorated devotion,
but we must not conclude becsuse we are good
simply that that makes us special favorites of
heaven; but *‘glory, honor and peace to him that
worketh good,” saya Paul (Rom. ii. 10). God
loves the living working Christian, and the church,
comprised of such Christians, make a living work-
ing church. The life that a church exhibits is
indicative of her atrength. The amount of work
done is the secret of her influence, A working
church is a growing church. 8he iz sending her
roots down deeper and deeper into the soil of
divine truth, from whence she draws the nurture
that enables her to unfold a better life and wield s
greater influence for good. A working church is a
prepared church, composed of prepsred mumbers.
The successful Cbristian is the working Christian.
Even su the successful church is the working
church. The charch that fails to take care of her
spiritual intercsts becomes insolvent. Christ did
not die to give the church a name simply, but he
died that she might live and be a saver of life unto
life. The amount of work done proves beyond
doubt the true relationship existing between Christ
and the church. It also proves sho is alive, and
that she draws her breath through Christ her living
head,

Some Christians never pray, never sing, never
give ; they don't weigh much in the kiogdom of
God. The church at Sardis must have. been com-. .
prised of such Christians, for she aied. But whena
church is built of living stones, which is but the
Holy Spirit's designation for a living Cbristian,
who sing and pray, and give and pay, where every
soul has a soul, and every faculty of that noul is in
unison with the great soul of Jesus Christ, then
you have a living working Church. The fislds of
the farmer does not yield bountifully because of
any special sunshine or showers, but because of
more thought and labor. It is also true «f the
church. Bhe only receives the swiles of heaven
when she puts her shoulder tu the wheel. The
reason why tue lamp of life is burniug a0 low in
some churchea is because they bura a poor quality
of vil. The oil of gladness is exchanyed f r the
oil of radness. When a church represents dectrine
without the spirit of Christ, ake is burning the
wrong kind of 2il,

What is to be done then to 1emudy this difficulty?
Why, thraew out the old lamps of inactivity and
have the electric hight of heaven to illumiuste the
soul. Fill a prayer rvom with incaudescence of
that kind every prayer-meeting night and people
will snon know where and whut a working church is,
Whua the great search light of heaven gets into the
s wl of every church member, the church becomes
as a city on the mountain tup—throwing her bright
rays wnto the dark vatley of this sin-blighted world.
A working churoh is a blsziuyg sdveriisement of
heaven's richest blessings and a very Bethesdia to
the weary and heavy laden suul. And when you
en‘er h r courts you will not feel as though you
were entering & church-yard, where the only conso-
latiun you will derive will be in reading the inserip-
tions upon the tomb-stones, which will say, once
we lived, but now we are dead, Every healthy
soul loves to pray aand loves to work, and the
church of healthy ‘Christians is a praging ohurch,
Heaven is not won by wespons of our own manu-
facture, and the church that prides berself on jein-
ing the redeemed throng when time sball cense



