
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

chic itnterests of tIhe association in order to
maintain its standing, exiend its influ-
ence, and strengthen its stability.

lin the past ve have becn successful in
resistinîg the several attempts which have
beci made to contravene our Act, and so
far it has worked satisfactorily. Weu have
made soie eienies by enforcing it when
the interests of tle association called for
extreie measures, but in every instance
we have exercised ail the leiiency pos-
sible, consistent with our determination to
enforce a recognition of our riglits.

I ai happy to have the privilege of
coigratulatinîg tie iruggists of the prov,
ince on the prosperous condition of our
business, which is healthier, I behueve,
than that of the plariacists in any coun-
try in the vorld, and it rests with our-
selves to secure a continuation of our
preseit prosperity. We are free fron
price cuitting and dispenlsing physicianls-
tie two great causes of trouble and loss
in eastern Canada and tihe United States.
I believe that the formation of tie On-
tario Society of Retail Druggists, and
their lie of action, of which we have read
in% I eastern journals, wili be of great
assistance to us, if they can succeed in
rescuing the business fromil thre chaotic
state into which it has fallen in Ontario,
and I think it vill be our doty' as ail as-
sociation to offer themt our support, and
strengthen ticir hantids by every possible
icans in our power. Considering the

difficulties our confreres of Ontario have
to cortend vith, ours is a path of roses,
and we should have nio trouble lii travel-
ling over it to success.

I ar told that a druggist il Vancouver,
somîîe time ago, uindertook to cut prices,
in thre hope of drawing trade which lie
couild iot secuie in the regular way, due,
no doubt, to his incoiiipetency as a druîg-
gist, and ii a very short tiie lie found
the regllar purclhasinlg channels entirely
closed go iiii. A îîonilber of things have
occurred of laie which show thai thie
wholesalers and iiianufacturers are awak-
ing to tie fact that their interests and
ours arc identical. I was very iuehi Ci-
couraged by the resuhs of our action,
taken a year or two ago, oi i tablet
triturate question. Whei te miiîaniufic-
tirers caie to hear our sentiments in rte
imatter, they ai once instructedi their relire.
seniatives iot to pusl themî>, and I ar
toldl tiat their sale in this province is ah-
ilost nil.

I have ailso to refer with pleasure to te
friendly and co-operative feeling cxistiiig
between the druiggists ani physicians. I
believe tie coitiiunationî of such satisfac-
tory relations rests alinost entirely with
the druggists, and we should all carefullv
avoid any action whicl mnight endanger
it.

Four years ago, at our annual meeting,
I brouglt forward a scheme for aliliiating
the teaching body of this association with
the University. The council was Cm.
powered to take the iecessary action to
sectre the end proposed, but as the pro-
position necessitates the co-operation of

tie Aedical College, anid as the factlty
were at that time, and rui Io last year, su
absorbed ii tie task of settling certain
disputes whiclh lad arisen aiong them.l'
selves, 'e have iot been able to Iake
any progress. I would, hîowe'er, coim-
ienld the question to tIe inlcoiniig

couicil. While on this subject, I iiglit
say that the couticil lias beei eiabled to
iîake gond progiess iii the imatter of
lectures. 'lie preserit arrangcment wiihi]
tlhe Nledical CoHege gives us the lise of
a fairly complete apparatus. We occa-
sioially lcar iuriurs of disconîtenît fromt
somtie of our stuienits-that is to be ex-
pectd ; but we have he satisfaction of
scemg a large proportion passing examina-
tions whiel are equal to those of any
college in the Domimion. And I calnot
help but think, vieii about sevenity.live
per cent. of oui stidents take, soie of
therm exceptionaly high arks, with thie
preseit facilities, thiat the coiplaints we
hear are iore attributable to the complain-
ers thain the lecturer, or the facilities af-
forded.

Ii regard to te reduction of niember-
ship fees, ri the fees of iîeiibers are
reducecd rte fees of stidents must hc very
largely iiicreased, and I .ui of the opinion
that the druggists of che province can
better afford to pay $zo a year than the
student can afford possibly a hiuindred
dollars for the lectures. I will not dwell
011 this subject, as I believe it will coule
up for furhier dis,us:;ioi.

'lhe vice-president, Mr. Fexoin, in re-
plying to tne president, said that genîtle-
criant had covered the ground pretty
thoroughly. He facetiously charged the
president withi a lack of introspection, as
lie dlid îot mnforn bis listeners how much
hie loved his position. It Vas the speaker's
opinion that Mr. Howard would înot va-
eate the chair for ail the gold mines <a
the " Lake of te Wloods." He had
simply, for tIe ast four years, revelled in
tie luxury and licrativeiess of his tofice.
l'le speaker did not eivy imiîî, but sin-
cerely hîopied thiat lie would continue to
fill the chair as capably as lie hiad alvays
filled it. That lie hai filed it capably
and honorably, and at aIl timues to the
best of his ability, could înot for a moment
be questioned by anybody wçho kiew the
man;* certainly not chose whîo hiad sat vitih
Ihim from time to time in council direct-
ing tie affiirs of thie association. lut it
niust notý lie imuaginîed that the president's
pathi hiaid been enîtirely simîooth ; there lad
been a few rocas of a gond size thrownî
iii lis way, lot the ea.st of which was
thie defalcation of the late registrar, but
througli tie skîll and legal discretion of
Mr. ioward the obstacle hrad bcen sur-
mounted, and the affairs of the associa-
tion were again on the road to progress.
Coitinu;ng, the speaker said : It has
been thouîglit, perhiaps, by Iemîîbers
throughioit tie province that the aff'airs of
the association have nrot received sufli-
cient attention at the hands of Ihe coumncil.
All I can say, gentlemen, is that the pro-
ceedings of the coutncil are recorded in

tie minute book, and that book, being
the property of the association, is open to
the investigation of the mnenbers ; and I
say, fuither, that it is their duty to investi-
gate, and they should give the resulit of
their investigation to the council. In this
way the shortcomings of your representa-
tives would become known, and perhaps
a remedy discovered for them ; but I be-
lieve tie council lias not strayed much in
its efforts to promnote the welfare of the
Pharmaceutical Association of Manitoba.
Of some of the questions asked me is that
ii reference to the membership fee. ihe
fee is considered absurdly large. In order
to shîov you why the council has not
seen its way clear to redtice the fee, arn
estiiate of receipts and expenditure has
becen prepared by tie registrar for the
ensuing year.

A perusal of this estiniate niakes it
evident that the greatest possible amount
of r evenue that the council iay expect is
$1,347, agalinst vhIch anount a total of
$1,137 will be required for expenditure
(lre Uie speaker reviewed the various
items of the estimiate), thus showing a
surplus of $2 1 o to place to the credit of
the association. Now, that would not be
a very' large anmount to place to one's
credit : but suppose ve should accede to
the wishes of soie of our friends and fix
tIe iembers' fee at $4, as it ii Ontario,
wyhat would be the resuit ? Why, instead
of an inconie fron iembers alone of
$781, we should have but $348. In this
way we should be met vith a deficit of
$223. Ii inaking comparisons, or, more
properly spcaking, contrasts, between our-
selves and our confrères of Ontario, ve
have to reckon with nunibers indeed.

1In that province ilere are 850 mem-
bers who pay into the exchequer of thcir
association a sui of $3,400, and I an
given to understand that so rapid is the
growth of the mlembership there that
even noV a furlier reduction in the men-
beislhip fee is contemplated. Now, how
could we face the deficit allutided to (here
the speaker reviewed aci item of the ex.
penditure account, and slowed the inpos-
sibility of reducing the various amounts)?
'he last item on rte list is the sui of
$3oo which we pay our lecturer, and liere
perhaps a vide field for discussion uiay
be opencd upi).

V7ariois thoughts, I have no doubt, will
bc contributed to ibis important topic.
lin iy humble opinion the sum is not too
large: but i might lie possible to give the
students tie privilege of taking their two
courses of lectures mit one year instead of
two ycars, as is now the custoi, by alter-
ing te terni of six months to cight
mnonths. Ii other words, twelve months'
lecturmig coveriig two years sliould be
accomplished in eight months, covering
onle vear. If sucl can be donc in On.
tario, there is nio reason why it should not
be possible here.

Tiein, again, the students' fees not only
should be large cnough to pay the lec-
turer's salary, t>ut they mighît be made
larger, So as to turi a surplus into the


