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Commercial.

Camphor.

A camphor famine is threatened as a
result of the war between Japan and
China. ‘L.« price of camphor has rapid-
ly advanced, and Japan is placing the
most severe restrictions upon its export.
Much of the camphor is bield by a syndi-
cate. Should a warm summer bring
cholera and dysentery, the demand for
camphor will be very great, and its scar-
city will not only interfere with many medi-
cal compounds, but will hinder the manu-
facture of smokeless gunpowder, in which
camphor largely enters as an ingredient.

Ginseng.

The demand for ginseng in China is
increasing, and the price has advanced to
such an extent that farmers and others in
rural districts who market the root will he
well paid for their trouble. It is worth
from $2 to $4 per pound.

Cod-Liver 0il.

The following statistics of the cod fish-
cries of Norway, and production of cod-
liver oil and livers for industrial oils from
1388 to 1893, have been compiled from
official reports by Joh. Rye Holmboe,
Tromso, Norway, and furnished to The
CaxaniaN Drucaist for publication :
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It will be scen from the above that
this year’s production of cod-iver oil is
10,320 hectolitres below the average, and
6,532 hectolitres below  1894.  The
livers in Finmarken being very lean, and
the fishing up, till date a failure, it is cer-
tain that the production of cod-liver oil
from that district will not ncarly fill the
deficiency.

It must be remembered, also, that the
enormous  production in 1893 left over
considerably iarge stocks to be cleared in
? g4, whilst stocks of old il were very
«carly exiausted at the commencement
of the present year.

On account of the high prices, the de-
mand this scason has been rather limited,
and no large sales have been reported
{April 3oth). It is probable, therefore,
that the market will keep firm, with an
improving demand as the time for foreign
importers to fill their autunin demands
draws necarer.

The Oplum Yield.

Counting only on 2 maximum yicld of
4,000 couffes for the whole of Turkey,
there is estimated to he—taking into ac-
count the existing stock of about 6,000
cases in the interior of the vilayet of Aidin,
at Smyrna, Salonica, Constantinople, Lon-
don, New York, and Philadclphia—2a 10-
tal of 10,000 couffes, which is amply
sufficient for pharmaceutical and special
consumption for a year and a half, this

consumption never having exceeded in a
year more than 5,500 cases on the aver-
age. It should also be noted that Persian
opium is plentiful on the consuming mar-
kets.  When the prices of ‘I'urkish opium
exceed a certain limit, which is the case
in London at the present time, then Per-
sian opium is sold in preference to that of
the Ottoman Ewmpire.  If the forthcoming
crop should be a good one, the total pro-
duction of Turkey can casily reach 8,000
couffes, which will bring the quantity
available for consumption in the coming
year, 189396, to the very respectable
figure of 14,000 coulfes. It is this Jarge
quantity at disposal which explains the
little trouble taken by exporters to follow
the speculation which has been manifested
recently on the Smyrma exchange.— For-
eign and Colonial fmporter.

Paris Green.

Imumicdiately after our issuc of last
month, the price of Puris green took a
sudden change, and the price is likely to
keep up for the remainder of the season,
as any “green” imported from England
now would be too late for this season’s
consumption,

‘The annual consumption of Paris green
in Canada is about oo tons. ‘There are
two manufacturers, one in ‘Toronto and
one in Montreal.  Within a few days the
price advanced about 100 per cent., owing
to a shortage in stock and a shortage of
arsenic, the principal ingredient. In the
United Stuates the poison is controlled,
like nearly every other commodity, by a
trust, and this combination had advanced
the price to about 26 cents per pound.

Tariff Changes.

The following are the tariff changes on
goods affecting the drug trade :

Spirituous or alcoholic liquors, distilled
from any material, or contaning or com.
pounded from or with distilled spirits of
any kind, and any mixture thereof with
water for cvery gallon thercof of the
strength of praof, and when of a greater
strength than that of proof at the same
rate on the increased quantity that there
would he if the liquois were reduced to
the strength of proof.  When the liquors
arcof a less strength than that of proof
the duty shall be ata rate herein provided,
but computed on a reduced quantity of
the liquors in proportion 10 the lesser de-
gree of strength, provided, however, that
no reduction in quantity shall be com-
puted or niade on any liquors below the
strength of 15 per cent. under proof, hut
all such liquors shall be computed as of
the strength of 15 per cent. under proof,
as follows :

(a) Ethyl aicohol, or the substance
commonly known as alcohol; hydrated
oxide of cthyl, or spirits of wine; gin of
all kinds, n.e.s.; tum, whiskey, and all
spitituous or alcoholic liquors, n.op.,
amyl alenhol, or fusel oil, orany substance
known as potato spirit or potato il ;



