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Questions of the Day.
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LAND GRANTS.

Some days ago tho newspapers stated
that the Assembly of the Northwest ‘Ler.
ritorles Intettded making sowe repargtion
to (e Northwest half-breeds by making
land grants equal to 160 acres cach. A
few days later It was stated that the Do-
minlon Government wasg golug to wahe o
simflar provision to the volunteers whe
participated In the Ienlan invaslon of 1868
7. If both statements are In the maln
correct, and this actlon I put In opera-
tlon, the men responsible for the enact-
ment of such Jeglslation deserye 1o be
Kicked out of the leglslative halls of the
country.  What right has any govermment
to glive away absolutely the laud to any In-
divldual or any number of individuals?
Beeause some  goveriiinents have done it

and arc still gullty of the practice, ix 1o
valid reason for contitulizg n perblelons

wrong. The great crime of past and pres-
ent clvilizations has been the barterlug
away of the people’s herltage—the land.
The enormity of the ol and it ds o
very grave oue, Is only new beghnning to
be understood n 1% proper Hght; and
sghould our governments follow at this Iate
day the practices carrled out Ly the gov
craments which preceded them, a  Jasi-
ing disgrace will Inevitably rest upon the
people allowlng such,

There would be Httle fault to tind ir it
were proposed to allow the bencficlaries
referred to o certain portlon of free gov
crhment land for a stipulated rental year
1¥. and to have the use and enfoyment of it
forever so Joug as the rentnl value of the
land was palld. Because lu so dolng the
equal right of every otler man o the com
munity to the land would be malntalned
The rental value of the Jand would be
then the price patd to the community, for
the right of exclusive possesslon guaran
teed to all, thus consenvit g to the peaph
tLelr natural herltage.

Wheu the land Ix glven away oo filie
viduals n perpetufty the rights of thwe
now living and those yet unborn are tenwe.
pled upon and destroyed My right te the
fand and your rght., bew can It be hatd
when all free land §s ghen away, exd pt
we purchuse it fhan those wbo liow ¢oh
trol 12

An ulgquitous wreng was dene when the
Doninlon Governmenut banded over to the
C. P, mallrezd milllons of acres aud which
ix entirely free from taxation, that hlunder
having been vommitted, amd it §< now gen
emlly admitted to be so. I8 Is ta be hoped
our legislators Wit prove themselves states
e ald  safezuvard  the lHttde that e
malux of the people’s Lirthright,

RAILROAN HIGHWAYS BY A SINGLE
TAX.

Rossland wants a rallway threugh the
Coow's Nest Pass,  The slugle tax wonld
glve It.  The Roxslanders are now foolllily
paying that tax to the men they have al
lowed to seeyre 1he town slte If thev
were wise enough to pay 1t Into thelr pub
lle treasury, It would seon bulld them a
rallway which they would own. They are
on begging o raliwar o other Cana
dlans quite as foolish as themselves. In
Rossland, as In overy  other part of the
world. the slngle tax. the nnnual value of
the laid, must be pald. The swealth pro-
dueers have not the option of paring or
not paging 1t te thke publle treasury, or
paying It to the et they have allowed to
assnme awnersbip of the surfuce.  They
prefer ta pax it 1o a few lucky grabbers,
So they are unabie, Jike the rest of ue. to
Lulld thelr enn raliway. If they  knew
enonugh to Keep thelir own they would not
be depending on anyone clse for a high.

way. They huave gono luto the manufac.
ture of milllonnires, which I8 the tost un.
protluble fino of bLusiness cever devised
They Low thelr necks to 0 fow task-mas.
ters, who wiil lovy the single tax on them
for a generation, and at the game tlmo ery
out agalnst any suggestion of fnstituting
tho slugle tax.

Rosslunders  are  begluning, et them
take, I taxatlon, the renta) of land for
publlc uges and they will koon Le the riche
st community on the contluent, The rich.
est mines are the town sites,

LAND THB SOURCE FOR REVENUE,
FRANCE.

In the year 1890, the totnl sum of tuaes
Jevied on land values, and which wag ad-
ded to the general funld of government res
revenues, amounted to 255 mililon francs,
£52,000,000,

PRUSSLA.

In the German Empire several of  the
stafes levy on land values  for taxatlon,
From 1510-1820, the Prusslan tax ‘‘was re-
formed,” and again in 1861, when the tax
on houses was scparated from the tax on
land. At that thne, the tax on land was
coLputed at 10,000,00v thalers. $7,510,000,
By the acquisition of the new  Irussian
provinees In 1suithe amount was lnereased
cd to §10,001,000.

“In addition to loca ltaxes,'” says Bast-
able, “are net caslly arrived at, but  for
DIC Year  ISHNLSLTIe comunel Qg provi-
clal extrn Jund taxes were equal to those
of the state fn amount (§10,000,000), giving
a total burden oun land of $20,000,000, n-
dependent of the lucome tax.”

AUSTRIA AXD ITIUNGARY.

In 1879 the general land tax was fixed
at 36,100,000 florinx, The loeal tax on land
(municipalities) was belleved to reach a
like amount. ‘The Hungarian land  tax
amounts to almost the xame © .u. e, Fr,
Miutz says that Vienan ralses o darge part
of it city revenue from the ground rents
of the site of the old clty wall,

BELGIUM.

Belgum  manages to rise  room
values about $2,500080 far unatlonal
£1,m,000 for local purposes,

SPAIN.

As In Franee, Prussia and otuer countrles
a tax on land was levied (100-401) for local
purffoses by the genernl government I the
KAllle way as the tax for geueral purposes
The total tax rised for lueal purposcs
amounting to 17,000,000 pesetas—$3,400,00,
which 1s a very small proportion of the
total amount ralsed for governmental cx-
peaditures.

It has always Leen n prineiple o Spaln
when Columbus and the other discoverers
came to Amerlea, the Crown always o
served the right  te  all preclous metals
found, although it sometlnes conceded a
share tn the discoverer.

PORTGGAL
levies o land tax,which ¥iclds about £3,-
250,000 yearly. B.

iana
and
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The tefal aunual lucome of Euglund, ac-

cording to Dr. R. Gl@ten, of the Hoard
of Trade, In 1548 was 520,000,000, and ur
that £278,030,000 went for wages and £242,
000,000 for rent and Interest aml protit oh
capltal.  In 1882 tho total annual wealth
bad incrensed to the c¢normous sum of
£1,300,000,0C0, and of that £338,000,000 went
for wages and £062,000,000 for rent aml iue
terest aad profit on capital, If the ramne pro-
portlon had been suniutalned as e 1818
tho amount of wages inatead of belng £338,-
0t0,000 would have been £695,000,000.

Baron lalkett, 8 German-born cltizen of
England,speaking before a Lancushive audl-
ehee i June, 1894, sald he was one of those
wleked people who belleved that land, alr
and water were made for the people, und
that wan did not have a hand in making
them and that therefore no man liad an
absolute clalm to uny portlon of thew

The land, as they all kuew, had been
monopolized as absolute ow:aership, at sl
cvents In thig conutry, and cvery inch of
1t was cluhmed by sowmcebody.

Ho malntained that every suember of the
community had a clultn to a share In the
luud of his vountry, nud upon the reallza-
tlon of thls scheme rested the frecdow
of the natfon.

Ou the other haud, bc held that every per.
son who occupled and cultlvated a portion
of the soll should be fully secured In his
labor, aud In the Investwent of his capital
upon that sofl, bereause upon that rested
the prosperlty of agrlculture. It wax sald
that agricultere did not pay because wheat
was so cheap; but that was not so; 1t was
because land was so dear. But It was not
only over the surface of the soll thut laud-
lords exerted thelr sway; they clajmed
ceverything that luy under the soll, e
thoughit fhe absurdity of this clalm was
only equalized by Its Injustice. Luglish
trade was shrinklng; cmployment at a fatr
wage was getting less, and the only man
who could sit still and do nothlng was
the landlurd, who was taxing Industry and
straugling it In {ts operations.

This clalm of private ownership to the
miucral wealth of the country wus nothing
more or less than a tax upoa the whole 1n-
Quxtry of the country. Thls question of
the claling to private ownership for an
that lay beneath the soll was not a ques-
tion as affecting tbose engaged In the ma-
werlal obtalued, but v as a question which
aflected every consurser In the land

In Germany no owner of the surface free-
tiold of land has the sligltest clafny to the
minceralg below. Anyone who wishes to in.
vest bis mwoney In minlng sceures a permit
fromn the State, and after hic has paid a
sall compeusation for surface disturbance
to the owner bie cxpleits the Industry for
himself and bls workers, and pays the
State a royalty of 2 per cent. on the net
proiits, In addition to this he inust pay
bhalf the funds (tho other half Lelng pald
to the State) to the Milners' Assoclation,
which go for cducatlon, slck pay, peusious
and dataages in caso of anccidents,

EXPEXNSIVE LEGM., PRACTICES.

To carry appeals to the Britlsh Privy
Couniell regarding disputed points of Fed-
cral and Proviucial jurisdiction Is a foolish
waste of money on law costs. If the I'ro.
vince and Dominloa =zuthorities rveally
want a decislon they caa declde to rlade
by thiat of cur own Supreme Court. The
Canadlan judiclary must neceszarlly have
a better fdea of the meaning of tue Bri
tish North Amerlea Act than ean the Bl
tish legal luimninarles. The courts pre ere-
ated by Parliaments, but there I a super-
stitious Teverence for *helr funcdons which
prevente people scelng the absardity of
following out case after case from one

court to another, to find wvhat will be
theught In the last. The declslon will not
be more wise or more Jast Uccause It Is
more expensive, w.
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