
22 BOOKS AND NOTIONS

AMERICAN FICTION.
Amelican writers of fiction have corne in

for a bnub and a little lionest cr:ticisn from
The New York Nation. It appears that
great efforts have recently been made by
American writers to found an indigenous
school of fiction. These efforts, we are in-
fonned, have failed, and in the naturcof the
case couhi not but fail. According to 'rite
Nation. the hnpc ta make novels go by
nationality is dooned tu disappointment.
Fiction to.day gets a favorable '.erdict in the
United States not because It is Ameriran,
English, or l'olish, but because it is good ;
and it is danned not because it is foreign
or native, but because it is weary, flat, stale
and unprufitable. The Nation censures the
Anerican novelist for trying to "xtempor.
ise" hinself into fane, nnd hints p:etty
plainly that life is not represented by two or
threc characters, " wiredravn to the vanish.
ng point.? Pretty phrascs,impromptuscenes,

odd concei s, paradoxes, epigrans, and the
rest of the stock in-trade of literary triflters
will nlot suffice. These are enjoyable when
discrectly enployed, but it is ruinous ta let
them usurp the place of better things. Il is
especially dangerous to pioduce too nuch.
The writer wio desires to du himselfand
his readers justice wili not be in too great a
hurry to be famious. lie will mature his
conceptions, he will realixe his scenes, he
will pay sorne attention ta style ; nay, he
will even turn a deaf car to the blandish-
mnents of editors, and, above all, lie wilt not
mistake a flash-mn.the.pan for solhd repu.
tation. The New York Nation records that
the four novels nost sold in the United
States during .the last fewmonths have been
Mrs. Ward's " Marcella." Mr. Meredith's
" Lord Onnont and Iis Animmta," Mr. Geo.
Du Mauriet's "Tralby,"and ir. 11a.l Caine's
" Manxman," and adds that the fact ought
to be significant of much "to a large class
ofI terary Americans." A little attention te
the causes which have made the success of
these novels will, The Nation thinks, yield
more light ons a difficult subject " than all
the theorising that could be spun out of
imen's vitals."

THE BARBER & ELLIS CO.

The Barber & Ellis Co. are just sending
their traveleri out on the road with samples
for the spring trade. Sone new ies of
papeteries which they will take with then
are wotliy of especial note. The new brands
bear such euplionious nanes as Confedera.
tion, Scotch Standard, Irish Linen, Brook.
dale, Plashwatcr. Washmgnjton Society,
Bath.vellum and Ilenheimi. These are put
up in ont, two and fin:.quire packages, with
envelopes te match, in elegant boxes of
various dainty shades and designs. The
travelcrs will also show suamîples of new lines
of en.clopes and note paper, of which a full
stock is kept on hand.

FRED. T BUTLER
1214 Melinda Street

w""".TORONTO
Sole Canadian representative for

Tower Manufacturing and
Novelty Co.

Manufacturers of General Stationery

The Kiggins & Tooker Co.
Leather Memorandum Books, etc.

S. S. Stafford
Celebrated Inks, Mucilage, etc.

The Ph. Hake Manufacturing Co.
Fine Stationery, Programmes, Wedding Cards, etc.

Having been appointed sole Canadian
representative for the above well known
firms, I will have the pleasure of calling
upon the trade with samples of

General Stationery, Programme and Wed-
Playing Cards, ding Cards,
Leather Memo Books, Dime Whist Cards,

Etc. Inks, Mucilages, etc.
TOY BOOKS AT MANUFACTURERS' PRICES

Applications for prices and all orders mailed to
F. T. Butler at above address will receive attention.

A CARD
To the Canadian Stationery Trade

GENT.E.s,--I beg to advise you that I have
this day engaged Mr. Fred. T. Butler to be my sole
represcntative in Canada.

Inquiries for prices, general information, relating
to my Inks and Mucilages, and all orders for ny
goods directed to Mr. Butler at his office, 1234
Melinda Street, Toronto, will reccive prompt and
courteous attention. I am, gentlemen,

Yours obediently,
(Signed) S. S. STAFFORD
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