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SOCIETIES, like ail other institutions, have-
at least one vuinerable point thiroughi which
thie arrovs of criticism. can pinirce, and we
do not dlaim, that our coilege societies are
exempt from faults. This is clearly shown
in our debates. First speaker rises-several
momenlts pass-ail eyes are rather anxiousiy
turned upon that young ]ady's face, and * ve
listen attentively for the moment to arrive
when the flow of eloquence shial overcome
the first timidity. Harki shie speaks! The
first sentence begins wvith, "I1 think so and
50 ;" second, thiird, fourthi, the same. Has
that young, lady entirely forgotten that it "is
necessary to make any points or give reasons
for hier assertions ? Yes, it is too true, comi-
paratively littie energy is brought into play
in our debates. It would be supposed that
a prize wvas offered for the shortest possible
speech, and that not ahvays short and sweet
either. Thien about twice the time taken for
the debate is o.ccupied with discussing the
niumerous points made by those clever young
ladies. Is this as it should be? \Vould we
not feel flattered if, some afternoon, an
M.É P. should take a stroli into our midst to
be entertained by a debate similar to the
abov'e? Let us rouse up to action and
put tlîis thing dowvn. A good cause
always deserves warm supporters. We often
hiear the contemptuous remarks of lhUle peo-

pie, about debates being for boys, girls
miglit better employ thieir tim.z, doing fancy
work, etc. Withiott entering into the ques-
tion of t«<Nvoman's righits " at ail., we are cer-
tain that if the dormant energy and ability
in our societies were utiiized no possible
fauit couild be fouîid w~ith the logic and de-
livery of our young ladies. In our last de-
bate Miss Fish vali?.ntly uphield lier side,
plainly proving she hiad read authiorities on
tIre question, cleariy coilected lier own
opinions and knew hiov to deliver both to
the best advantage. We knowv what cani be
accomplishied, and should we not followv the
good example Miss Fishi lias given us ? It
is not necessary to dvell on the good effects
of debates, as ail wl'ho have tried know full
wveil that the practice of arranging tlionghts
and bringing remarks to a'climax culti-
vates the conversational and argumentative
powers. We hope soon to perceive a marked
improvement in this respect in both our
societies.

AMONG the many adv'antages of a cQllego
course is that of iîaving, the use of à good
library. It is impossible that any student
slîould be so well informed as flot to need to
refer to wvorks on- the different subjects taken
Up in lier course. Students of literature
especiaily, stand iii need of such a place of
reference. They ou-lit to read the works
of the autiiors with wvhose lives they are be-
comi'ng '-familiar, and instead of absorbing,
undigested, a text book's opinions concern-
ingy them, should get the wvorks, study tlieïn
for tlîemselves and forîn tlîeir owvn opinions.
'They may piead inability to criticise accu-.-
rateiy, but thiat is no excuse; it is not 50

mucli the criticisrn but the effort to criticise
that wvil!. prove an incalculable benefit, while
eachi attempt lessens the chances of inaccu-
racy. It is our opinion thiat ineither the
library nor the reading-i-om are patronized
as extensively as they ouglit to be. True,
our Senior Society library i.- not as complete


