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thie base of the brain, andi on both tenliporo-
spbienoidal lobes, but there was no disease of the

i i*ddle car-that commnon cause of j)yieini in

chilcioocl.

PROVINCE 0F M'-DICAL SCIENCE.

\wfI'rl[ the appearanct. of a journal, the naine of
Y~whîch implies a sl)ecial interest ini the scientific

work of Medjinie, attention is naturally dirccted
to the extent of this science in Canada and w~hat
the memibers of the profession are doing for its (le-
velopmnent. At once ther-e %vill be recalled the
naies of several who hiave donc, and are still
doing, good w'ork iin physiology, p)athoiogy and

other b)ranches, but for the present it will l)e suffi-
cient to turn to the profession at large and search
for VWl1at lias been contributed by the greneral prac-
tioner. It is to l)e feared the result wyul not be
crncouraging. A miiscellhneious collection of papers
an d reports will be found, soîne bearing the stamj)
ýof originalit>' and ta'ent and of uncloubteci value,
but miedicai science lias been advanced but little,
if at ail, b>' these voluminous publications. 'l'le
work of the past as at the present bias liad no
thoughit for the future. 'Fhere is no history of
disease ini this country, no record of epiclemics
tînt have occurreci, no information regardling the
types of disease tint have aiffecied thie successive
generations. Tlo-day we arc not cloing niuch l)et-
ter. Epideinics corne andl go Nvithout provoking
an)' scientific enquiry'; our el)liemic diseases are
but little knion and the influence of locality on
generai diseases lias not been stuciied as it should
be. Tlhere is no information of this character
sufficientl>' tabulated for study or coml)arison ten
,or twenty years hience. 'l'le saine larrenness is
noticabie ini our med ical corp)orations and associa-
tions. The>' are bus)' activ'e b)odies, l)crformi a great
deai of work and do much good ini their wvay, but
accomî)lishi littk. that is permanent or of benefit to
their successors. T1he hospitals are wvithout value
when viewed in this liit. 'l'le least thai. na>' be
expected of theni is an annual record of observa-
tions on soine class of dlisease , or the report of
even a single rernedy applied in a scientific mani-
ner. Our gatherings recur monthl), or annuali>' as
th-e case ia>' be, and furnish ani inv'aluable oppor-
tunity for interchange of ideas. Ail îvho attend

themn arc beniefatced, but no systemnatic work is car-
ricd on fromn one meceting to another--no collec-
tion of facts added to year by year. Our- miedical
schools are not ftiltilliing their dluty to the p)rofès-
sion. At present they are sirnply teaching b)odies
%vhen the), shoulci be centres of learning. 'l'lie),
train the ini and should not close their inter-
course with the examinations: if they, would retain
tiRir grasl), a pow~er of inlestinmable value is in thecir

possin Each 1)rofessor shoulci expect soi-ne
return Mn kind, and niaintain aÀ directing influence
over bis hancliwork. I>erhaps the only bodly whose
energies are directed to this systenmatie wvoîk is the
Provincial B3oard of I-Ialth of Ontario. It is
lal)oring constantly and perseveringly to this end,
gathering information in a scientific manniiier and
storing i',> not for the prescrnt, b)ut for ail Liie.
Such a systemi is wanted in ail the Provinces, niew
as %vell a5 olcI, unsettled as ivell as those settlecl for
years.

The blamne of ail this cannot be l)laccd on the

individual practitioner. Our cities and vilae
furn ish keen, i ndustrious menibers, Nvell trai ned
and proud of their profession. Tlhe attendance at
rnedical meetings and the papers reaci and preî)ared
for publication, indicate a desire to aîd d1e pro-
gress of MIedicine and add to the greneral fund of
knowledge. It is easy to trace the fault, not to the
workers, but to the manrier in which their work is

performedi.
AIl is being donc witbout systein or miethod.

lEver>' one is working independentl>' and aimless>'.
W'hat is want,-d is a l)oierful directing mincI to
control the wasting neg and direct the spas-
rnocic efforts into the proper chiannel. 'l'le coun-
try is fuil of ripened experience ready to be gatliered
and active mindis prel)areci for work.

While it is impossible t.o commandl tins pow'er
to orgranize our work, we can readily' turn to the
centre whence it should corne. 'lie Canada McIdi-
cal Association is the one organization tînt reaches
throughout the country. Tt lias a greater wvork to

l)erforni than the ruere reading and discussing of
papei s. It should arrange for reports from ever>'
niedical societ>' with an accounit of the papers reaid
and the work the>' have done ; the saine should be
expected fron ail hospitais and boards of hecalth.
'17ie report of each section should review the
special work of its section throughout the country,
and not as at present consist of a paper on sorte
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