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MNLNY causes and conditions have been adduced to account for the
occurrence of pernielous anemia, but noue of them is satisfatory
-nothing definite is known as to the actual cause. The unknown
factor is generafly believed to be a toxine; on this theory only cau
the phenomena be accounted for. Amiong the Englisli-.peaking
professiongenerallythe toxine is looked upon as of gastro-intestinal
origin, and thait it acts on the blood of the portai s.ystem. especially,
causing rapid hernolysis, and that the other effects produced are
secondary, developing in the course of the disease. Many Ger-
iman physicians, ou the other baud, attribute the disease to a toxine
cffecting hemogenesis, as sho-wn by the abundance of m:yeloblasts
i the bone rnarrow anci iii the blood, indicating a reversion to the

einbryonal type. It is probable that both views are in part cor-
rect; that not only hlood destraction, bu-r: blood formatio'n, has
been affectedl by a commion toxeuxia, resulting' in the geneàis of
abnormal corpuscles and the rapid deltruction of the less resistant
oiICs. The blood. formation is atypical, and therefore to be Üttrid-
uted f0, pathological irritation rather than to excessive p1iysîo-
logical stimulation.

The other changes met wvith, especially those in the spinal cord
and peripheral nerves, are probably produced býy the action of the
same irritant, rather than as the resuit of the protracted anemia.
*Xtcad nt the incctlng of thc Association of Amcerican Physiclans, Washington, May, 1901.


