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THE DRAINAGE TUBE IN ABDOMINAL SURGERY.

By J. F. W. Ross, M.D. Tor,,

Professor of Gynmcology and Abdominal Surgery, Woman’s Medical College; Surgeon to
t. John's Hospital, Toronto General Hospital, and St. Michael's Hospital.

VERY operator engaged in this field of work must pass through two

or three stages of uncertainty. According to his teaching he will

become an advocate of drainage, or oppose it. After he has obtained

his training, as all operators should do in the practice of a preceptor, he

begins to scan the histories of his cases, and to think and cogitate for
himself. ‘

After losing one or two cases in which he has used the drainage tube,
he looks about him for the cause of death. Is it from infection that is
already present in the abdominal cavity, or is it from infection that takes
place through the drainage tube? He jots down mentally the old recog-
nized rules adopted by many operators for the use of the drainage tube.
He runs over them as follows : ‘



