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Faradic current were of use only to strengthen the muscles
of the abdomen, and so aid in dCfQ.eçation.

The E!jicary of /h O/der Melhorls of Treatiny Nasedi
Disease, con/ras/el i/h I/wse of to-dyI, by Dr. C. C. Rice,
of Ncw York :-Dr. Rice sai that oui knowledge had especi-
ally advanced concering lthe nature. cause and treatmenlt of
hypersecretion fron the nasal mrucous menbranîe. We lad
found that miedication by solutions or sprays, failed to change
its state at all. Ve had learned the relative importance of
inflammuîuation of the larynx, and that it was secondary to
catarrah in the nasal passages.

The occlusion, changed color,and hypersecretion observed
in the nasal cavity, ofLtei invîted astringent renedies which
only increascd tiese conditions, for we now know that we
haid to deal with erectile tissues, a truc cavernous body, any
stiiulation on the surface of whicl caused turgescence.

The hyporsecretion itself differs fromu that in ordinary
nmncous ieibrane. it was a serous secretion. We had
Iearnied in the past tei ycars to use atonisers for cleaning the
nose on1ly, to emnploy cocainie and the galvano cautery.

The President gave an able review of the subject of
mledical expert testinony. le referred to the inisuinder-
standings and perversions of necessarily comîplicated truths
which arose wlenever a iman trained in iedicine attenpted
to imipart his views to an uieducated audience.

IHe suggested as a partial remuedy for the evils inierent
to the present system by which lawyers handled the niedical
expert of their own selection, and the expert put forward by
the opposing lawyer entirely with a view of winning threir
case, that a board of three or more experts be appointed by
the court, one or muore being nominated by each of the
opposing counseli, and the odd iember by the court ; that
these experts should be paid by lte court and tire charga
equally divided ; ani that questions on mredical niatters
shoull be subiitted to, and answered by the board in

writing.-N Y.ledical Jntrwda.

Cor espondcen ce.

Edz/or M1ediala Newzs:

Sm,-A mieeting of iedical mien of Prince Edward
Island, was leld in Charlottetown, January 12th ult., for the
purpose of discussing a Meieal Act for tis provimce.

The question of niedical iaw and registritioti was dis-
cussed by all present, and it was the unaninous opinion that
this province should have a Medical Act, thercby placing the
profession on a level with the other provinces of the
Doniinion.

A comm înittee w'as appointed to prepare a bill to present
to the legislature. A very reasonable bill has been prepared,
simuilar in its provisions to the British Columbia Medical Act,
ant will le presented to the legislature at the nrext session.

F. F. KELrLY, M. D,
Charlo/teown, P. X B. . &cy. of Commiltce.

THE DEPARTMENT OF MARINE VS. MEDICAL MEN.

EDICAL mein are occasionally called upon to treat sick
mariners and furnish the bills to the Departinent of Marine
andi Fisheries, where they undergo exainination, and if not
approved by ýMr. Wmi. Smith, arc clipped and eut down.
The departient have a rule to pay mledical men $1.00 per
visit where no distance is travelled, In a recent case of

severe Rheumatic Iritis complicated with .Epi Scleritis and
Meninlgeal pains, I had occasion to inake 3 visits some days,
and two visits most of the tiie, as the treatnment could not
be carried on by any person at hand. Fancy ny surprise
wlieîr i had been inforied by Mr. Siith that one visit a
day is all that the departmrent would allow.

It is higîh time that the question of the rights of mredical
men should be thoroughly ventilated. i hold that the
goverunent has nto power to arbitrarily eut down the services
of a nedical mîan, for if they have power to keep back a
portion, they have power to take the whole, and if the
question of visits is to be decided the deputy officer in the
marine departmrent is not by any mieans an authoritative
coipetent officer to decide upon this muatter.

Medical jurisprudence of all nations concede that the
ysician or surgeont in > charge of a case is the only proper

judge of the necessities of the patient in this particular, and
nay exercise his discretion accordingly. The nuniber of
visits which a physician iay imrake in any giveir case cannot
be pre-determîined. How, therefore,- is the departmeont of
marine going to decide away in Ottawa, that more than one
visit is uinecessary i

For iy own part I take the ground that an honorable
muiedical iman would visit a patient only when in his judge-
ment and opinion a visit was necessary, and that being the
case I hold that when professional services are rendered to
the governmrent according to their own fee bill they have no
rigit to cut the account down-they niay arrange a coin-
proinise, but if they have power to keep back a portion, they
can keep back the whole. This I deiy. Medical men all
over this Doiinion doubtless have beeti more or less annoyed
by the arbitrary conduct of this individual, and the sooner
the question is considered on its nerits the better for the
profession.

The departmrent of marine acts a very dishonorable part
wien accounts being rendered for services performnied accord-
ing to their ovir fee bill, they refuse payient. This conduct
would not be tolerated for a nonent if made by an individual
or a corporation, but having the Divine Royal Prerogative
beli nd thei, 3 ou cann flot sue the govornmenourt without obtain-
ing th consent cf lis Excellency the Governor-General, and
the aiounts ire so srall that iedical men would rather
suir'i wrong thani prosecute.their rights. And the expenses
attending litigration would cost thei more than they would
gain. The kiowledgce of this doubtless mîakes Mr. Smith a
little too ready with his clippers. The MARITIME MEDICAL
NEws will arford an excellenît rrediumi for the profession to
inake known their gr'ievtnces, and I think it is highr time
they organtized and niade their influence felt and comtpelled
the department to do simrple justice in these imatters. At all
events I believe the rigits of iedical men are not sufiiciently
vell understood.

The coiion law sets no limitation to fees provided they
be reasonable, and within this rile a practitioner is àllowed
discretionary powers, and nay charge more or less according
to his own estimîate of the value of iris services. It is only
vinere an unreasonable and palpably iujust charge is made

that courts will interfere to reduce the claimr to a more equit-
able one. But irr tie case of the governmrent the difficulty
is, we cannot get at ther by the law, they canot be sued
w'ithout their owi consent, and their agents are not liable.

The Minister of Marine is a Nova Scotian and a clear
headed naii, the son of a worthy sire. I hope he will cause
his subordinate to do justice in these iatters. I hope every
one who has a grievance against the department ýwill speak
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