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DEBIATE.
Ouir Literary and Debating( Society is tliis ycar, as it has beci?,

iii the past, calcula tedI to do, nuItTh <voo(l to its niembers. lndfe-ect
frouî the keen intere-zt 'incedt in the diiscussions of the ].nst few
w'veeks it wvoul(1 seenm as thougli its nîcîners were intent uipon sur-
passinug the debaters of former yeafrs. This is ris it should be..
.Although skilfful debaters bave gone forth froîîî our ranks, it iust
flot l)e supposed that all the talent bas gone with- Uîcîî. A îiovue-
honto is flot usually reckoned a first-chass, debater matil lie bas,
ga.iniec somne experience and proved his riglit to be reogauized as
one of the foremnost. Th'is vear, howvever, somne new memibers._
have b-v one gre-at leap takcen a fi-ont rank.

Tfhe students seem to recognize fuilly the importance of beingr
able to debate a question skilfully -and forecibly. It mnatters îlot
iii whicli one of the niany walks of life we inay fiîîd ourselves, to be
able to express oui' views in p)ublie withi cearness and precision,
ivili be to us flot only at source of satisfaction, but also very ofte,
a passport to wealth and faine. To be able to hiold our own ini
face of ail opposition is very desirable in the confliet of opinion
that prevails in every departînent of life. A man may posscss
brilliant ideas, lie nay originate wise plâns, 'id bcecloquient with
lus peu; but if lie is flot a fluent. speaker be wvill qlw.iys find il,
dificuit to secure the co-operition of others.

The question for debate is not of s0 inuuch importance as tlie
manner iii which the disc.ussionî itself is carried on. The art of
properly conductiîîg a discussion is one wbich requires consider-
able atttentioni. A successful debater will a1lvays state clearly bis
position anîd support it witlî strongr argYuments, lsten carefully to
the reply of bis opponent. nîote i- arguments and rebut thein.
Since the time allotted to cadi speaker is Iinîiited, it is îiecessary
that he should nuake the best possible use of that time. le must
keep the debate witlîiî the proper limits,- that is, the point
under discussion inust alw'ays be kept iii view; sie issues mnust
bc caref ully avoided ; aud persona.itiesý slbould neyer, uîuder any
circunistances, be permittcd. The speaker mnust present bis views
an as concise a mariner' as is corisisi:eît witb clearijess, and ailvays
bear in mind that a inul.tiplicity of words can never take the place
of strongf argruments.

To the superfiecial, college debates may flot appear to be of
mnuch importance. But that does flot affect their value in the


