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commercial coînununicat ial: i~w' 'biftd andI Central B3ritish
America, iu the absence of correct knowledge of' the physical fea-
tures of the country. The utmeost length eof the barrigr whicli
requires, the consýtruction of' a road, scarcely exceeds 200 miles. Frei
its western extremnity tiiere is an unobstructed navigation, with but
ene break, to, the edge of' the fertile prairies of Central British
Amnerica via IRainy R1iver' and the Lake of the Wroods ; and its eastern
extremity is contietetl uninterruptedîy with the sea by the, Great
Jîakes and the St. Lawrence. The highest point over which the
road froin Lake Superior to the northern indent of ffiiny Lake must
pass, is net 900 foot above Lake Superior; and for the first 30 miles
it would traverse a country susceptible of tillage for severat miles
on cither side. Then follows a su(ldefl rise, mnrked by the great
IDrif't banik eof Dog Lake, wlîich f'orms the Eastern limit of' a Drift-
covered country stretching in a ilortli-ea.st and south-west direction,
and having a breadthi of about ninety miles whero the rond would
cross it. This accumulatioun of' Drift cevers the height of land te a
depth certainly exceeding 150 feet, as shown by the his at the
summnit level at Prairie Portage, 885 feet above Lake Superior, and
the highest point on th-- lie of rond. *There are no serious physical,
impediments to overcome between Lake Superier and the nortbern
indent of Itainy ILake, either for a waggon rond or a railway ; and
this short link of 200 miles completed, the distance between Fort
William on Lake Superior and the commencement of the arable
prairies of the valley of iRed iRiver would be reduced te 200 miles
of road or railroad, and 180 miles of steam navigation. Here, then,
we see ne formidable impediments, which an impression derived fremn
the custom of traversing the country in canoes through the rocky
channels of rapid rivers or hill.embosomed lakes, had creaLed in the
minds of the few who have traversed that regi3n ;-impressiens
which, tee eagerly aceepted by the publie, notwithistanding the im-
perfect knowledge of the physical conformation of the country,.
which a rapid jeurney witlîout special geegraphical objeets in view in
fitted te obtain, have retarded the settiement eof the fertile prairies.
of IRed IRiver.

The communication between Central British America, British
Columbia, and the Pacifie Ocean, is the- next point te be conisidered.
The recent successful jeurney across the iRocky M4ountains of the
Canadian emigrant party of 1862, by an old and long unused trail,.


