
In/luence of Habit.

endeavour to fulfil ail righiteousness,
but thieir enjoyrnent is not great.
They find a w'arf'are Nvithin, where
they hiad noped for peace. Tf le leart
is broken. Thle willing spirit pants
for God ; but old associations and
habits have tiot beeui destroyed. Neiw
associations and newi habits, in con-
nexion witlh a class of ohjt±cts m hicli
the mind lias hitherto refused to
grasp, are in their infaîîcy, and unttil
tiiese last have gained stature and
strength, tiiere eau be eoniparatively
littie joy and pence in belie%'ing,.
Tiiese observations are especiaUly truc
in regard to thiose couverts wl'ho,
ivhen first convicted, re.solved, aliiiost
witlîout a struggle, to subiit tin-
selves to God. They resolved to (Io
their duty, and trust Huan who said
IMy grace shall be sufficitent for

thee." Their conversion, in one
sense, preceded the destruction of
their old associations, and tlîeir con-
fliet witlî thi wvas yet to be main-
tained. Other converts, (tHe înajoîity
perhaps, are of titis class,) were con-
victed, alarrned, distressed, and for
days, w~eeks, or months, refXîsed to
Iay hold on E ternal Life. They liad
terms of surrender. They wished to
see tlîeir way clear before tlîem; or
they were afraid thîey slîoîld not be
saved, or they could îîot love God
and obey lus comrnandments; or
they would not -ive tip ail for Chirist
until lie gave theni a sigin of accept-
ance ; in short, thev wvere verv rebel-
lous. It seemed neýcessary thiat God
should drive them izîto a state of
mind bordering on despair, when,
withoùt reserve, and after a great
conflict, they gave themselves to the
Saviour. The Spirit of God, iii slay-
in- the enmity of their hearts, lias,
in tue strugg-le, perhaps, destroyed
rnany of the habits of the old mnj,
-%ich were the chief instigrators of'
t'hat enmity, and the convert is left
for the tinie being, entirely free froin
their distressing influence. lience it
is not uuîconmnion for sucu person.s

to (lerive great joy Promn thP perforin.
ance of' every Chîristian duty.

Again. There are persons, l
once enjoyed great leig-lit lu the
services of Clîrist's Ilouse aîîd tie
study of' the Seriptures, wlio after.
ivard fiail aw'ay fî'oin tlîeir stcdfiîýt_
ness, an(] even within) the space of a
fluw nîoîîtls, beconie tired of înaîîv
tluings in Nviiiclî tlîey once lîad niucel
enjoyrnent. Tlîey were, at the tinie
of' their conversion, suddenly iîî;Iî-
ered iinto a riew mworld, after a loîîz
and stout resistance of' the Trutlh.
Their first love wvas ardent-tîeir first
wvorks gigantic-tieir zeal intense.
Thîcy supposed tlîat patient seareli-
iîîg of the Seriptures, frequeîît ami
pî'otracteci intercourse ivitl God ini
the closet, diligent aîîd systeinatiaii
practises of Godliness, and a working
for tîteir 7Master as those servants
%vho hope to secure their own love (if
truth offly iii the practise of it, wver(e
not s0 inuuch the nwan-S of keepilig
the lîead pure, as the fritit of itzs
purity. Tlîey have, tiierefore, negleet-
e( i nany occasions of reading die
Scriptmîres, of secret prayer, of Clirist-
iani fi,,lowvsluip lui ail tlîings beinîg
swved more 1byiinîptlsotlian by habit.
Dtiies thus posrponed have beconîe
insipid, anîd mvlien perfoî'îned at ai,
are but a "foruît of Godliiîess witlîout
iLs powver."

GÎrowvtl in grace eau ou]y be
effected by sucb a constant doi-ng of
tHie m i of God as --hall create a habit
of Godliness, miot only in action but
also in lieart. The Bible must be
read frequently, soleinnly, and regu.
larlv ; tlien the daily retuiru of Hije
-sCat"On Of reading of the Serip)tiirs-
w~ill be both pleasant and profitable.
Secret, ftmnily, and social prayer nîust
take the precedence of ail other en-
gageinents, then comm union wifh
God will be sweet, and thie dailv
oflèéringl corne up before Huaii like ii-
cense. Con versation %vith brethiren
about the things that acconipany sal-
vation, and Nvithi sininers abont thrir
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