
ON THE FORMNATION 0F A CANAL ]3ETWJ*EN LAKES ST. CLAIR AND ERIE. [85

its ra,îwc, and woîîld ultiînately lend to luch good, and, in the
icean Uniue, tliougl 1 could not hielp laîîîentimg tlitit our Hiulers

should have allowcd tic credit of Llie conistritctionà of the Sault-
Ste. illarie Catial to pass; into the liands of' our Aincrican
iicighbours, 1 also fclt justly proud -of the înani:y signal imlprove.
incult.s cither alrcady accoiiiplished or now i u progrcsi; in ftic
navigation of' our inagniticcut, inlaind waters. C

Wiiilc tlms rcfleetinig, 1 ]lad inore dian once struck a chord
iii unison witlî iîy own feelings, and callcdl up, with îninglcd
sensations ýof pride and mîortification, the reeollectionis of longf
by.gone tiiies, wheîî I lîad,-in v.titt,-beeu tlie zealots
thougli humble advocate of' varions local iînproveînents; con-
nectcd witlî the rcuîote quarter of tlîe Province in which I liad
f;)r 10 years .boen a resident, and of whichi inany disjointedl
memnoranda ]lave evcr silice reinained idle inii ay possession.

Ilavimw vcutured ou so queruilous a Prefatory rcmnnrk, it, inay
be as w.eii to state at once, even at t,îe risk of being decitied
egotistie, as the not natural though ratmer niarraitive Iitroduce-
tion to the sulb.jet of tîmis paper, tlîat hiaving about 19 yeurs ago
bet lcd to emnigrmtc with iny fainily to Canada, and tu setule
iii tic Western District, as best suited tu a constitution long
:îccustonied to the wari, clinate of India, it so hap1îened ttt
I was in a short tinte placcd in promninent positions that.
affirded mie fiîvour.îble opportunities l'or aequiring information
and jîîdging of' the capabilitics of the surrounding cotuntry,*
wlmich soon enablcd nie to pereive tlî:t the rinunte quarter of
tue P>rovinice whiieh I ]lad seleeted «as my honte, was "la land
of' great proise," bntlî iii a conmmercial lad agricultural point
Of v'iew, but more eqpcc!i,,lly the Latter, as hcing front soil and
cliniate pre-eînincutly etitlcid to mal, as thîe garden and
granary of' Canada, tliglî, iu its theni ncghectcd and mnismmn-
agcd statec, not soon likely tu asstume that proilmîcuet distinîction.

1 îmîay furthcr add tîmat in the course of a liasty tour of'
observation througlî thîe Province during the previuus ycar, I
liad visited Clîatlîaîn by land ftoni the Londnî District, aîmd
and front thenice travelled along Uic altern:îtc inarblhy and sandy
b.:rder of' Lakec St. Clair to Sandwich ; front wlience I muade a
detour by watcr up tie river St. Clair to P>ort Sarnia, and back
tu Sandwich and cAutiherstburghîi; and fronti tlience by land,
tbrouglî the Lake-shore townshîips, as far as St. Thomias, by
whîiZhI had good opportunities of noticing both the phybical
structure and actual state of that line of counîtry.

Tînîs preparcul-and feeling, as evcry truc patriut posscssing
amiy local infltuenice ouglît to do, umider siiflar tirc;ummîs.tanec-it
%vas not long bef'nre 1 re-solve(l to endeavour to thîrow hn
thie geale wlatcver weiglît uighîflt be in i),îî pnver ; and 1 ac.
cordiîîgly veîîturcd to take ratller a leadiîîg part in. varionts
local gond works, suehi as founding ait Agricultural, at Enligra-
tiit, aînd eveîî a Literary Secicîy, as wcll as adIvocatitiîg tie
advanceînent of popular cduîcation. In thîe course nfi'tlîcse
somictinules expelisive "llabours of love," 1 very Soolt sawv the
niccessity of sonte extra stimulus bcing givenl to mercantile
enterprise,-witli su inviting a lîgia'as ur inagnificent
inland waters at our couînîiand; at the saine timte thiat I felt
persuadcd that îvithout sone direct encouragenmcnt front
Governiact iu the establishing of' a fcwv village hiarbours-
were it onîy ni rcfitg,-alonig the coast of Lake Erie, little
could bc accomnplislied by individuals; a.nd 1 n'as therefore
induccd. to inake a coiameiîcing effort iii bolt directionms by
prev:ilng, ou niy felloir towmîsittcn of' Cululiecater to petitiun
Gnvcrnicnt for thue establislmimit of, at least, onc village and

*Firbt a'Siriand artertrards as 'magistrate aud Cliairrnn of
the* Qtîmrier Sessions.

sinall liarbour, on) a "lRIeserve," ivithinîa iniilofniiyown propcrty;
-. 1 project, mn whuich I at hast succcded, alter several% Cears O?
.#ificùd delay. Tme objeets ainmcd at will be bcs îin s" 1

front tlîe fhllowing extraet front flie Menorial alluded to.
IYotur Memlorialists woulul respectfully draw tic attention of

Your Fxcellemey tu tihe uakal filet, tit ivile nincirmîs
ports and harbours hiave bccîi long c.4tablislicd along tlie
opposite Amecrican Coast, tic (ninre exposcd> Cancia liorc
is stihl witlîomt. a single port for Rlefuge of' ny kind front
Aiiilerstbiirgh tu Port Stanlcy.-a distance mot, lcss thami 130
iilcsg,-and( tmat, it lbas been jubtly rcniarkcd tlitt mintil tiiere

sîmaîl bc harbours of soute kind ait wliiclî Vessels can touchi,
imither sail il,- crift lieor steamters eau bc expcctcd to frequment
ur coast, far lcss be bin ili, for the purpose of c.irrýyin- on any
tlîing like coans aq traele, ou flie Canadiaîî side of tlie 'lake."

Thie bearing of the fnrcgoing quotation inay not at first bc
apparent, but wihl be rcadily understood whicn it is added tlîat
by hiaving iii tlîe first instance devotcdl niy attention to flic
ontdine of the Coast, aloumg Colchiester, iu conncctioii with tlie
prevailing winds and frequent, stornis on Lake Brie, on tîte
bamîk of which îuy own property lay; coupled Nvith a rtier
l:îborious exainination ni a mnarslîy tract lying beyonula -Mravelly
ridge a short distance inland, I was tlîercby insensibly Me to
cxtend mny thouiglits to devisiuig soniie inexpensive mode of
gcileral daae. bly first efforts :.ow'ever îvcre dirctd tel
tlic more liimitcd scîmene, above alluded to, for reclainîing about
6,000 acres of valtiable inarslî land in niy own Township, in
connlection with the Village silice establislied lu it ; and 1 then
cxtendcd niiy inquires as to tic fcasibility of' introducing the

saiesystei into other Ilake-siiore Townshuips, and thîcrcby
effecting the rcdcînption of perhaps a miillioni of fertile acres,
besides lfavouring the establishmuenît nf several muelu wanted
liarbours oi refuge, amud niore especially of a very desirable ne
:ît the inith of "lTwo Creceks," iii tîme Township of Romîmney
wlîiel I had long lîad ait lieart, aîîd the iierits nf whicl arc iiow
tu forin the elief burtmen nof' fus 1>aper.*

But thmotmgiî I lîad thmus acquircd liuch useful and even
valuable informîationî, mîmy disjuinted ininoranda on thme subjeet
would perliaps have remîmamed unacted upon, but for amy lmav-
umug iii 1845 been agrceably roumsed by lcarning timat the
Munieipal Couiîcil of tîme District hadl petitioned Governmment,

fra prchiimiary survc 'y, in behiahi nf une ni thme very objects
wliicli 1 hîad so long iii vicwj-n-amcely, thme estabishiment of a
larbuur at the iuuth ni Two (jreeks, but unfortumiately, it
appearcd, îvithîout, iurnishimg any documients or argiients
deiomstrative of it.s fcasbibility. leindimg such to be the case,
I Iot nu tiuie iu addrcssing a long- official letter tu Nlr. cre-
tary Iligiisom iii support nof thme Couticil's I'etitiom, iii whîich
I cîmdeaNourccl to supply sucli infiormationu as 1 dcmmîed
desirable.t

Tlîe îatxure o? the reply vouchsafed by due Govemiuit to
the very reasoîmable appeal ni thme Municipal Couincil E kmmow
mnt. With regard to iny own efforts it wihl for thme present be
suficiemit to premîmise tbat thmough u ay letter mias vcry flatteringly
aekmînwledgcd by thc Goverior-G encrai, on its beimmg referred
to Ltme Conimmissioncr ni publie work-s for lus opinmion, ammd
"l wcighlicd inî tlîe balances" opposed to thme greatl "Jomdcau "
iuEiiiiLE., " was iound wantimg ' and, as such dooîmicd tu,

*st-e tiie prcfixed nuap, or any goulI nimp ofth îe We>tcrii District.
t '1'itiîglî ;i .îmg oîcli ut'ccuif it is but juistice 10 ilote,

t1lat ltlivlîîg hceen ii(rso<maly knmoi to the Gui ernor-Geiîcral in li îu'iî,
1 Liat beemi couîtecenmiugty Iîoiotred xxiti amn inviaiti to sîail)
hiu mit .111Y time whatcver suggestsons 1 inighitihimnk iyottl bcbeicficiial
to nly Ildopti c0lnimtrýV.
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