
388 ~ ~ ~ lfeth 0(1 ht alagz i 2 nd Reev L.

the gayest." After suinset thie band
plays il, the parks, and( the wl:ole
population turn out to listen an(d
pass the tinlie. Tiiose %vlho arebest qualified ta speak, say that the
moral stanîdardl is very loi'. Kings-
lev called 1-lavana "The Western
Ab)onîjulationl."

Paul toIld the Atiienians tliat they
were -too religious." If lie were
ta visit Cuba ta-day lie would tell
the Cubans the sanie tlîing. Frami
anc point of view the Cubans
are exceellinglv religlious. The
chutrclies are liever clased. Almost
every Place and abject lias a re-
lig"iotns name. This is truc of the
streets, liotels, bridges, hospitals,
theatres, plantations. Somietinies
in anc City tw() or more streets are
calle(l after the sanie saint. Sncbi
nanies as tlie Trinity, the Nativity,
thle Conception, tue Sacrament,
Charity, Hope, Peace, Grace,
Glory, are very cammon. Thiese
are curions designations for tabacco
and stugar plantations. A school
for girls is nanîed for a feniale
saint, an(d a scliool for boSïs bears
the hiame of a miale saint. One
wh'o spent a îîurnber of years an
the island( says that every girl is
callcd Maria. 'It is Maria Teresa,
or some ather canîbinatiaiî. If
there is na girl iu tlîe family, tlie
boy is called Jose M\aria, ar saxîîe-
thling similar. Boys are frequentlv
calle(l Jesus, Mfanuel, and Salvador'.

Tlîe clinrclî lias ta da witlî tlîenîost sacrecl events in the hanme; slîelias charge af tlîe sclîools, she liast
a band in al] the affairs of state.Frouîî anatlier point of view, lîaw-Tever, the Cubaiîs are nat mare re-ligiaus tlîau atlîer peaple. Re-ligion is, w'itl tlieni, a flatter ao'farm and cerenîany; it consists in nantwar(l abservanîces, and lias lit- ctIc ar noa relation w'itl the lives af nthe peaple. It (lacs not teacli tîei atlîat 00(1 requires tliî ta deny tItîleniselves of ungadliuiess and nlworldlv lusts, and ta, live saberly Iland( riglîteausly' and( godly iii tlîis T1

present w'orld. I osuo ee
tlieni ta loase the bands of wvicked-
ness, ta Uni(o tlîe Ilîavy burdens, ta
let the Oppressed go 'free, and ta
break everv yokc. t

Tliere is'a saying i Havana thattlîe clinrch is good elnoul,-I for 01(1
iîîaids of bathi sexes. UOnly the
wonieii go ta cliurcli ta worslîip.
Tlîe mîenî go sonietinies ta sec the

,,0c g troglî tlîeir perforuîî-
alîces, or ta flirt. Tbev (Io ;iotinake any pretence ta pîety, lint are
careful not apenly ta break with
the Clîurch. Tlîcy cannot afford
ta (la tlîat, for tlîey and tlieir chl-dreî nst have tlieir nanies anîd
dates af bîrtlî recordcd in lier
books. Tliere are no otlier r-cords, anîd xitlout tliese legitiniacy
canfiot be establislied. The ienl

msalogo to confessional l)efore
niarriage, or tlîe priest wvill refuse
to nîarrv tlieni, and( tliere is no0
civil nliarriag-e cerenîony. The\
nîuist be atteuided by tlîe pricsts at(leatîl, in order to be interre(l iiicouisccratc(1 grand(. Tlins, witlî
the people of Cuba, religionî is a
niatter af necessitv an(d (lcencv, it
is not a tlîiîg of tlie lîeart aid-life,
pernieating ail andl dorniuîating ail.
Tlîat is flot tlîeîr conîceptian af its
place and purpose.

THIE NEGROES IN CUBA.

If tlîis is the conditionî of tlîe
Spaniards and Cubauis, \vlîat must
lic tlîe caondition af tlîe negracs?rliey canstitute anc-tlîird of the cei-
:ire populatiaon. Coluuiibus founid
[,200,aaa abarig"ines an the island.
1.le spoke of tlîemî as affectiauîate,
)eaccable, and tractable. I-e said:
Tliere is not a better race af mien

ii thie w'arl(l. They love tlîeir
eiglibours as tleieselves; tlieir

anversatian is tlîe sweetest anîd
lil(lest in tlîe wvrld, clîcerful, and,lwvays witlî a siiîile." Anîd,
îanlgh it wvas truc tlîat tlîcy worc
o clotliing, lie acl(lc( tlîat thev
ad niîany canirmeudable custonîs.
liese peopile believed in a Suprenie.
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