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think, four of them also. My brother Samuel,
who also resides-in the.ssme parish of Babra-
‘ham, has shown for the shearling ewes' prize
‘for the yearas 1841, 1842, and 1843, and has
obtained the first prize every year from my
breed of gheep, he having purchased the ewes
of me, and always hires my rams to put to
them : he has been equally unsuocessful with
‘those which he has over-fed. You are also
aware that I won three out of four of the prizes
offered by the Rayal Agricultaral Society of
‘England, at the meeting at Liverpool, in 1841,
for Southdown, or any other short-wooled breed
.of sheep ; and at Bristol, by the same Society
in July, 1842, I won two out of four of the
1ams’ prizes; and also at Derby, in 1843 at
the meeting of the same gociety, I won threc
out of four of the prizes for eny kind of short-
woolled sheep. But in feeding sheep for that
occasion I over-fed two of my best, and killed
them before the show took place; they wers
both two-year-old sheep, and were each high-
1y commended by the judges, as yearlings, at
‘the Bristol meeting. T hed refused 180 gs. for
the hire of the two sheep for the season. Ialso
guite destroyed the usefulness of two other of
my aged sheep, by ¢ver-feeding them last year.
They never either of them prapogated through-
out the season, and I bave had each of them
killed in consequence, which has so complete-
1y tired me of over-feeding that I never intend
exhibiting anciner aged ram, unless I greatly
alter my mind, or can find out .some method
of feeding them which will not .destroy the
animals, and which I have hitherto failed to
accomplish.
future will be shearlings only, as I believe
they are not so easily injured by extrs feeding
as aged sheep; partly by being more active,
and partly through having more time to put
-on their exira condition, by which their con-
stitutions are not likely to be.so wuch im-
paired. I wish particulary to let the public
Lkuow that in future Ido notintend exhibiting
aged vams, through thereasongwhich I havesta-
ted. ¥You oan, ifyon please,alse notice my re-
‘peated success at the Smiihfield Club, and that
1 also obtainad the first prize at the Highland
Society’s Show -et Dundeein 1843, the only
time { ever exhibited stock in Sootland, for
sthe best shearling Southdewn ram, the only
prize I showed for: and tontrary to the rules
+of-the ‘Society, the Committee decided to have
my sheep's likenesses taken for -the Society's
Museum .at Edinburgh. One of the roles of
the Society is-that no -animal shall be taken
-as a gpecimen for that parpose unless it is
grown. Ay gheep was-consideredin every re.
-spectsnore &nighedand-complete than arcy old
.sheep which/had.beenrexbibited. 1 also won
the two first-prizes iastyear, at the RoyalIrish
Sotiety’s Meeting at Belfast, and the Society’s
medel for the -hest cam ofany-breed exhibited
-at the meeting,never having previonsly shown
ay stock in Treland.

“:1:do not know what you <ill bewble o
stnske out-of these -observations, but you =re
-gg;m:at liberty 4o do 4s you :plesse with
‘them.

“¥r. Webbadds,..in & postscript ==-"1 omit-
rted to state that, at the Saffron Walden Agri-

That 1 intend -exhibiting 4n -

cultural Society, which is open to anyperson
in the United Kingdom who chooses to sub-
scribe toit, I obtained all the first prizes in
all the classes of Southdown sheep, with the
exception of two, during the whole period}
continued to show in it; and I also won the
first prize every year for the best pen of shear-
ling wedders of any breed which, I believe
brought the Southdown sheep more into re-
pute in this and the adjoining counfies than
all the other prizes which I obtained, as there
was at one time a strong prejudice against
them. 1 believe I obtained 24 silver cups,
varying in price from three 1o five ,guineas
:aiatl:;;,, independent of about.a dozen gilvar me-
als.

¢ Since 1844 the name of Jonas Webb has
always been before the public in connection
with Southdown sheep—as a successful com-
petitor at shows, by his annudl leitings of
rams. He exhibited Southdowns at the Inter-
national Exhibition of 1855, he¢ld in the
Champ -de Mars, Paris; and was also an ex-
hibitor at the Paris Internsational Exhibition
of 1856, in the Palais de PIndustrie. At the
‘Exhibition of 1855 Mr. Webb, through the
Minister of Agriculture, presented to-the Em-
peror of the French the first prize Southdown
shearling ram ; and he afterwards sent from
Babrabam a number of his best ewes, remark-
ing at the time that it was useless {o give a
good tup without also giving good ewes, to
put the Emperor in possession of the best ma-
terials to begin with. The Emperor during
the summer, presented to Mr. Webb & very
‘bandsome -piece of silver jplate as a remem-
brance of hig liberality in giving his Imperial
Majesty a flock of Southdowns. This token
wasjugually on the breakfast-table during the
mornings of the rem-leitings. Since 1855 the
Emperor's flock of Southdowns has been great-
ly increased by breeding from the original
‘flock presented by 3ir. Webb, and also by the
purchase of some of the best Southdown sheep
which could be obtained. Latterly the dis-
possl by public sales of the Babraham flock
of Southdowns ias extended the fame of Jonag
Webb a5 a breeder of sheep. The sales were
attended by many of the most distinguished
-agriculturists of the Continent, and by-these
saleg the Babraham flock is dispersed over ‘the
whole of the civilized world. On the 10th of
June, 1861, the rams and ewes were sold=sthe
lambs being reserved for the szle annocanved
for 1862. The sale of 1861 realised the sum of
£10,926 63 6d; the sale of June, 1862, thesum
-of £5720 8s—the total of the two sales Ieing
£16,646 143 6d. The sums realized for the
best rams and ewes were.almost pnpmedent—
=d in ‘the history of zheep breeding, wund the
total sum realized-excesded that of xuy other
previons gale of sheep stock.

# Jonas Webb latterly devoted much stten-
tion to the formation of s herd of Shorthorns,
galesting saveral animals of ke Spencer and
Bates familics of this.fashionable breed of vat-
{le. The. herd has since-been ‘inarsesed by
the purchase -of meveral valuable animals,
while cocesionally s heifer aad cow.have-been
.s0ld, the prices-obtsined being gensrally-bigh.
A% the Battersea Show thres bulls and five



