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\g NE great difficulty which
X we find, in attempting to
 arrive at the true position of
our Chureh, is the want of
statistics. Nonc have been
published for some years,
and cven those which were
published were most imper-
fect, from the extraordinary
reluctance shown by many of the sessions
and trustees of the congregations through-
out the Province to forward the required
information.  After persevering for two
years, the committee, thoroughly dis-
heartened at the resalt of thetr labours,
which were not small, gave up the appa-
rently hopeless, and certainly thankless task
of making brickswithout straw, of attempt-
ing to give a fair statement of the position
of the Church, without the information
being furnished that would enable them to
do =o.

That wherever a full record of the trans-
actions of any organised body is kept, there
is most life and greater cnergy is un-
doubted. Bring the most urgeat claim
before the public, one in which their sym-
pathies would be enlisted and theirinterest
arouscd, one for which alarge sum of noney
would be required, which would be wil-
lingly supplied by all who had the means,
and by many whose means are very hmited.
How are these means to be obtained ?  Is
it by leaving the matter to itself] by allow-
ing it to take its own course, and trusting
for maney to come in without any arrange-
nments being made to receive it?  On the
contrary, cven for those causes which arouse
asudden burst of cnthusiasm, and which
searcely appear to need any instrumentality
in carrying them out, machinery must be
devised to direct them and to turn to the best
advantage the desire which isfelt to relieve
the wants which have called forth: sympathy.
Publicity isneeded, not anly to make known
who is ready to take charge of the means
of rendering assistance, but also to show

what has been done with the contributions,
and to show how they have been applied,
and if' they have been distributed judiei-
ously. And if thisis necessary in the case
of asudden spontancous outburst of liberal-
ity, in a cause which appeals in a striking
manner to our minds, as for instance the
calamity which lately overtook Portland,
sweeping away in a day the result of years
of industry aud toil, and leaving so many
destitute, how much more is it required in
the daily and yearly claims for the support
of ordinances on which so many look with
indifference, forgetful that the want of them
is a far deeper loss than any other that
could befall 2 community.

Awmong our congregations who are most
successful in earrying on congregational
work, in supporting local efforts, in contri-
buting to spread the gospel in their own
neighbourhoods, and at the same time in
helping onward the general schemes of the
Chutch ?  Is it those which are the weal-
thicst and most atease in this world’s goods ?
Is it not rather those which, without any
superabundance of means, have their ener-
gics directed by judicious office bearers, who
give proper publicity to what is being done,
and have their annual reports made up in
a business like way 2 It would be invidious
to mention any of these by name to the
disparagement of other congregations, but
there are some charges in our Chureh,
whose labour of love and whosesclf-denying
cfforts put to shame the members of many
churches, whose wealth is very much
greater.  Yet those so contributing do not
feel that they are unduly burdened.  The
system they have adopted lets every indi-
vidual know what is required and this
compels him, as it were, to give something,
Larze sums from country congregationsare
not made up br twenty, fifty, or hundred
dollar subseript. us from the few, but are
raised by quartess or halfdellars regularly
contributed by the many. Regular asso-
ciations, correct accounts, full reports, these



