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«LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME

|

——

“faall time of our tribuiation; in all time of our pros.
petity; inthe hour of death and in the day of jadgment.
£o0d Lord, deliver us”

Waex tribolation’s darkest hoor
Shall try me Ly the tempter’s power;
If poverty my spirit chill,
And beap upon me all its ill;
If calumny assail my pame,
And brand it with reproach and shame ;
J{ friendship’s hard and altered cye
Turn coldly from my misery,

Have mercy, Lord, on me.

Obh, when the fearful tidings broze,
YWhick stunncd me with the sadden stroke 3}
“The dying one when watching by,
Y beard the faint departing sigh,
When by the grave ] bear the groond
Fall with its dull and bollow sound;
YWhen dreams restore the lost to we,
And waking speaks stern verity ;
Oh, when within myself 1 groan,
And Icel that I am left alone,

Have mercy, Lord, on me.

In trials’; hoar more strong than these—
Prosperity, and health, and case ;
Ilbe f'uil and proudly yet
Myself and Thee, dear Lord, forget;
If on thy bounty while I feed,
Of otbers’ wants I take no beed;
TE wealth should make me insolent,~
In plenty, yet feel discontent,~—

Have mercy, Lord, on me.

If fleshly lost my heart inflame,

Alluring me to decds of shame 5

1 bate and spite creep in my breast,

And form when there the viper's nest;

When pride sits scornful on my brow,

Begarding all itsclf below;

If ¢’er in pleasure’s paths 1 stray,

From thee, my God, far, far sWay !

When all things round me smiling seem,

With nougbt to wake me from my dream,
Havo merey, Lord, on me.

Vhen on my bed of death 1 lie,

Aud lifc's Jast fatal moment’s nigh;

Ok, when discase’s lingering pain,

My flesh no Jonger can sustain §

When this faint band no more can clasp

The faithful Land that holds its grasp;

Nor these cold lips sall smile to feel

The kiss of love, the last true seal.

Or if I'm lef? alone to die, .

When all I've lost, or none are nigh;

If't be Thy will, thou All-wise,

Ttat sudden death shohld be surprise,
Have mercy, Lord on me.

TWhen portents dire are seen i heaven,
Angd fearfol sipns on earth are piven;
When quench'd in darkness is the sun,
Axd into blood is turned the mwoon;
When floods of fire the world dismay,
And beaven and carth shall pass away;
When the Archangel's voice commands
Mortality to break its bands;
When Thou, dread Lord! in clouds shalt come,
Axng sbalt on all pronounce their doom,
Have mercy, Lord, o me.

[ Ch. 2fon. Pen. May.)
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SUGGESTIUNS ON READING THE LITURGY.

" Ir will at onco be admitted that tho correct, ear-
negt, devaut reading of tho beautiful services of onr

rch adds much to their fores and beauty, But
will it not he also allowed, that it is not often thess

in any very high degree? Tlus subject has been
adverted to in your periodical more than ouce.—
But tilf the evil is more extensively remedied, the
subjeet cannot be considered as exhausted : and lay-
men especially, who are the chief sufferers frum it,
may be pennitted to press the point a little more ur-
gently upon their elerical brethren. I always desire
to approach their defeets, great or small, with res
rect and deliczcy; to throw a mantle over them
when I honestly can; and at all events to remon-
strate gently with those of whomn it js wy privilege
to bo not the instructor, buttho scholar.
1 begin, then, by aliowmg that there aro clergy-
men wio are liid under a sort of constraint by their
bodily weakness, the multiplicity und extent of their
labors, or other causes, 1t a cerain measure to
cconomize their voice in the prayers, in order to se-
cure anything like carnestness and vigor in  the de-
Yivery of their sermons.  Such persens are much to
be pued; aod it is perhaps to be regretted that in
such cases the order of ow Clurch does not at pre-
sent admit of the regular or occasonal assistance
(beyund the reading of the lessons) of properly
qualificd and autborized membrs of the congrega-
tion.—Even in this case, however, it may be casily
conccived that the earnest Clristian pastor would
very reluctantly forego the pritilege of reading the
word of God, and of leading the whole of the devo-
tions of his flock.
My picsent observations, hiwever, are more o5
pecially directed against the heavy, monotonous,
lifeless tone in which some redly devout clergymen
perform the public services of weligion. Surely mere
grasity and solemnity of utteratce are a very inade-
&uatc expression of real praye; and jwaise. The
icf suggestion which I would offer on the readin
of the %m_ycrs will be that they should not be rea
at all, but offured up by the Mudgter «s if for the
lact time, and as though tho people wero hearing
and joining for the first time. 1t is related of Henry
Venn that his triuwpbant rectation of tho Te Deum
* often produced a perceptible sensation throughout
the whole congregation.” Ifthe above principle be
regarded, and this salvation of feeling be attained,
nature will burst frem the shackles of habit, and
render it superfluous to specify more than a few of
these unhappy inadvertencies of vocal cxpression
which have hitherto prevailed. I could wish, for
example, no longer to hear in the Litany the divine
procession of the Holy Ghost, and the sublime doe-

attended to ; and if tiwe were fivcns tho congre-

gation to kneel befure the touching fyer that tho
Lord may be with both minister andoplo are of-
fered up. Were these mutual c¢jalations more
carnestly breathed from the bearthe minister
would often find his spirit reviced 4 his_energy
increased, and the people wouid us audibly re-
spond, and would sing with *a joyfnoise.”

But, after all, good sense, naturand dovstion,
are the best clocution masters ; and wever 1 may
be thought myself to have violated t rule, by ad-
verting to minute particulars, 1 wou'not for a mo
ment risk the ensouragement of o ylo of readicg
which is so unnatural, or in the silest measure
histrionic or affected. Let any mantudy Cowpe’s
picture of ** affectation’”” in the puly, and he will
shudder to minister to so odions atice. But ear
nestness, propricty, force, make > necesSary of
proach to this quality ; and as «he lst reading w
ahways be the simplest, we eeed kve no alarm of
richt-hearted men falling into sth sn offtnce—
Nor must the possible abuse of a ule or principle
deter us from its proper use. St.Jerome, as his
torians tell us, considered himslf to have been
whipped by an angel because his iatin was too G
ceronian.  And sotuc men may b tempted in the
same way to over-cstimate their ora powers of elo-
cution. Such persons. however, rould be betrayed
into similar errors by x thousand. other causea; and
they must bo left to the penaltig which venity and
the love of display are suro tq bring along with
them. My own remarks chiefly apply to a_class of
ministers who aro not likely thw to offend ; whos
main desire is to do all to the glory of their Lord,
and against whom the only charge now brought is,
that their reading is no just exponent, cither of.the}x
own feelings or of the exquisite hn'gxmge to which it
is their office to give utteranca_jn the midst of toe
wugeegation — Lo, Chric. Costrter,
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From the Episcopal Recorder.

THE CHRISTIAN ABROAD ON A SUMMER
EXCURSION.

We promised an anecdote :—here it is :—

A lady was alout to leave home, for a summer's
residence by the sea shore.  Before she started, she
was impressed by a discourse which ber pastor had
delivered upon the duty of ** preaching the Gospel.”

trine of the Trinity, hurried overin a manner which
gives the mind no time toget ¢ven a partial grusp
of these mysterious truths ; the anphasis, in * bave
wercy upon us, miscrable sinners,”” would be chiefly
upon “‘merey,’” and, subordinately, also upon the
three concluding words, instead of cxclusively upon
the sceond syllable of *“upon,” 3 mode of cnuncia-
tion fsithfully adopted by the clerk below ; nearly
cvery word in the depreeatory clmses would be dis-
tinetly dwelt upon as their weightiness demands, and
as the punctuation directs. The *“crafts” of Satan
would be distinguished from the ** assaults,” as, in
other places, would the subtlety of ** man® from that
of *“ the devil ;*’ and the vurds  love™ and “dread”
would no longer be treated as synonymous.  In the
suffrage, ** Give peace in our tine, O Lord,” the
prayer would obviously be for wore peace, and not
1 our time in particular ; and in the prayer for ull
conditions of men, the words * mtience” and “‘bappy
ssue’”” would bo regarded as antithetical, rather thau
* sufferings” and ** afflictions.” Perbaps also, in
the conclusion of tho Doxology, the accent should
not be upon *“ gball’” only, but upon * shall be,” as
““ be" has not oecurred before.

Should the absolute structure of the sentence throw
any doubt upon the proper delivery, it may readily
be ascertained by transposing or modernizing the
words. Thus tho occasional or unique errors of say-
ing ¢ Hallowed de thy name,” and ** strengthen
such as do stand,”” will be at once exposed by trying
the effectof such a misplacement of emphasis upon
‘““Let thy name be ballowed,” and * strengthen
thase who stand.”

It scems important, aleo, that the attributes of
God, with which most of the prayers aro introduced,
and which have often s peculiar appropriateuess,
should be brought out in their full force and signifi-

fervices axe 80 fortunats as to enjoy theso advanteges

cuee. It would be well if the ocensional direetions
to pronounce * with a loud voice” were wniformly

He considered his subject with reference to the duty
of private Christians, to do ** all that in them lay,”
to spread_far and wide the good tidings of salvation,
—yus,” said be in conclusion, *even females can
preach the Gospel = they ean induce their friends to
accompany them to the sanctuary to hear the Gos
pel; tSms can they indirectly be preaching the Gos
pel.”  Doubtless he proved to his femule auditors,
how in many ways, by religious counsel, by the pre-
sentation aud lean of serious works, by the power
ful auxiliory of 2 holy life, they might preach the
Gospel.  Now, when our Christian lady reached
Cape May, she castin her mind how che should
carry out her pastor’s connsel.  She found at her
bearding-house, a young lady, gifted with many cx-
colleat qualitics of head and heart, but void of that
chief grace of the female character, without which
the most lovely woman presents to the spiritual
mind, an unlovely, ungracious aspect.  This young
lady, " living in pleasure” was dead **while she
lived.?
The Christian lady conversed seriously with bher,
and persuaded her to attend the Church, in which
she had been favored to hear the well-remembered
discourse, the spirit of which she was now endeav-
auring to carry into execution.  Her gay friend fol-
lowed her advice, hecame interested, and soon ox-
perienced that savin%‘ change, without which the
wost ‘¢ amiable female” must bo forever banished
into  utter darkness.”  She has now been, for a
number of years, a devoted Chuistion, abounding in
good works, and af there i3 a more useful christizn in
the whole extent of the Union than this sawe once
guy, thoughtess girl, we have yet to learn it.
MORAL,

Now Christian females, isnot this an “interesting

anccdote, (as to its truth, we kuow the parties and

sreumsiances), and will it not stir you up to active

l offort for thoso whom you meet this season. Xucd

cach lady who reads this say,~~Who do ¥ Xnow,



