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by our prayers. Is it the pain of stripes,
that frightens you ? Do not be afraid,
fathýer: 1 wilI receivé instead of. ycu
those stripes which are destined to you ;
let us then be content and courageous.
It is now thaf, we must prove tbat ive are
true Chrititians, and are disposed to die
for Jesus G1'briîSL, as he was pleased to
die for us.'

C twas by these words, and suds like per-
suasions, that the young Ykicaei Mi encourageýd
bis aged father, and whesi tise mandarins sus-
mied thema te tise tribunsal, in order te iindue
them by persuasion te conforin te tise orders of
the king, Mic.hael Mi usually answered for botis.
If the judges had recourse t0 the lash, tise yousng
Michael lay down on the ground t0 receive
those tht wero intendeti for Msin, and when
tbey were about te subjeet Isis father-în.faw tp
the saine punishinent, he would gel up, covered
with blood, and say t0 the Mandarins, 1 My
futher is aged and infirin ; lhave pity. on lsi«n,
and allow mie te ba flogged in his Bt5ftd ;' Le
%vouid then lie on the ground again, and under-
go a second fiogging, with admirable courage
and fortis:ude, hie blood Riowing from .Iii body'
bis flesh torn,-but not a cry, nlot a sigb, escap-
cd Isis lips. The mandarins made iticredible
ef.brts te makoe hMi renounce bis faith; as Le
was mayor of the village, a particular impor-
tance seesned 10 be attncied te conquer. bia.
Sometimes tise mnagistrates jexhorted him wilh
mildness, sometinies they floggod Iimn without
niercy. To sulîject Isim e fresi s-trures, ihey
did not wait tiii his former wotssssds wcre làceal-
ed. XViII i bc exedited, tisai ibis courageous
soldier of Jesus Chsrist received more dma five
sursdred lashes in tisa space of forty dayss!

I« Fool, said ihe mandarins tG himg Ilwhy are
yon se obsîinateiy beni on dying ? Your wmife
and childrdn require your pre,-ence and protec-
tion; you are y6ung and leariset, and hanve well
founded Lopes of niaking a foritua, and eunoy-
inga long and happy lie. Trample -upin the
caoss, andi 'e wvill let- yonu go ; muany other
Christitîns'havt donc %, andi *why flot,,irnutate
iein? When yon retumiiome, you .rnay folt

iow the religion aofJejtlw; you wiii be perfecîy
ut liberîy te do BD.?

"Mandarins>' lise re1ilied, 'Iwill never abin-
don a religion 1 have discovered te Le tise irise
Diosse. 1f you woro asked te trarnpie upon tise
lisnd of tise king, from whosn you isoiti your
diguities and pliaces, wouid you <lare te do tioP

iDo you îlsisk tisat 1 would dare te profane the
image of the King of heaven wisom 1 adore ?
No doubt îny wife andi cisildron aîttsch ssue
strongly te life; but I wiIl leuve tisem witisosi
féar, î'ersucsdec, tlsat he, wlso has cntrusted
tisena te nue, wiIl watch. over îhin, .nind snise
tisem t0 mie in heaven: as t0 tise exanmpIe of
ilsos wtso have lrampled uipon tl e cross, it las
lie more cfliect upol nme, tisan lise exa mplm of
deserters lisas upon soldiers, who are brave and
faitîifll te iheir %ing.'

Il Mlichazel Mi gesserally replied to the -mc-
darins for lsis falher-in-iaw. Antony Dicb liad
aise frequei occasions of giiing prteof of ]lie
couruge in Isis answers te tisem, and of c nfes-.
hisug aloud tise nalne of 'jeaus Christ; 'such
etren -ts ofumid in et man so advanced- in yesrs
was a subject of astonis'ment te them ; but
we who know Isow pure his lire bail always
been, were not surpriseul that <3od ushoulti upi.
boit] him in the tinys cf suiferirsg anditil.
Besides tise encouragement he received frora
Fatiser Nain and Alichael bli, Lis family ear-
earnestly exhorted hisn to persev&e unte death
in his lldelity te God.- Quie of bis eight -hil-
dren gave Lina a strofig proof of bis filial piety;
he wcnî te the great mandarin, and promised
Lina eight bairs of silver, if lie wotild aiiow hlm
to suifer and <lie in the place of lilsfather. The
mandarin commiendeti fis attaéhmeht tb liL
aged father, but dared'net consent to -bis de-
mand. Michael Mi eerincedloýgreatcol-:
solaticin*frorn bis famly:' bis wife *ent 'f4'-
quéenfly te is'hiyn with ber twit infant chilI,"
arsd exboiited Lia, mot rd be ulmiaeyiu ber"as.%
count, or hie four youngchildren;à for;WIMs h
grace cf Gôd, ibe-hoped Io b. ible oIi~

povad b.rse1f *1& wo*tbyô ua à4*;.
4h ibI 4 .1 1 1 1 .htbIh~
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